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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•William G. Anderson
•Beauford “Boots” Bacon
•Gustave E. “Gus” Bonier
•Albert (Pete) Brokmeier
•Jonathon W. Buehl

•Lois W. Corriveau
•Robert R. Helling
•Patricia Jean “PJ” Hoff
•Margaret “Margie” Kaye

•Otto “Sam” Probst
•Mary L. Roden
•Helen B. Teegan
•Richard A. Thompson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 68  

Some rain and  
a thunderstorm

More on 9A

Meijer clears another hurdle in Delavan
The Delavan City Council approved a zoning proposal for a new Meijer grocery 

store near the intersection of Interstate 43 and Highway 50. Page 8A

A new investigation at UW-Whitewater
The UW System announced it will open a new investigation into allegations of 

sexual harassment against the UW-Whitewater chancellor’s husband. Page 3A

Parkview volleyball wins in five sets
Parkview clawed out of a 

2-0 hole in Tuesday’s  

Trailways Conference 

match against Deerfield 

to stay unbeaten in league 

play. Page 1B

LAKE GENEVA

I
t is the size of a vitamin capsule, has a 12-year battery 
life and is attached to Ben Odden’s heart.

The tiny device is a Micra leadless pacemaker, 

which claims to be the world’s smallest pacemaker.

Odden, a 22-year-old Lake Geneva man, was the 

second of three patients to get the device implant-

ed at Mercyhealth Hospital and Trauma Center 

in Janesville since the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration approved it in 2016, said 

Trish Reed, a Mercyhealth spokeswoman.

Odden’s health problems started last 

November, when he began passing out 

at random times. The episodes initial-

ly occurred sporadically, but they be-

came much more frequent about four 

months ago, increasing to once or 

twice a week.

Eventually, Odden started hav-

No small thing

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Registered nurse Roxanne Murwin, left, puts a programming wand onto Ben Odden’s chest during an appointment to get his pacemaker 
adjusted at Mercyhealth Walworth in Lake Geneva. Odden is one of three people to get the tiny Micra leadless pacemaker implanted at 
Mercyhealth Hospital and Trauma Center in Janesville since the federal government approved the device in 2016.

Ben Odden holds a Micra leadless pace-
maker similar to the one he had implant-

ed Sept. 4 in Janesville. The device is 
about the size of a vitamin capsule.

Mercyhealth implements pacemaker  
that claims to be world’s smallest

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Several aging Rock County buildings 

could get sweeping upgrades costing tens 
of millions of dollars if the county board 
follows recommendations in a new facili-
ties master plan.

Based on suggestions in the plan, the 
upgrades could range from remodeling the 
Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds to building a 
new health care center and sheriff ’s office 
complex.

Representatives from Venture Archi-
tects, a Milwaukee firm, on Tuesday pre-
sented the plan to the Rock County Board’s 
General Services Committee as a five- to 
10-year facilities recommendation.

Study says 
county’s  
facilities 

need work
Remodeled fairgrounds  

among firm’s suggestions

By Jennifer Haberkorn

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

Republicans and Democrats on Tuesday 

bitterly debated how to move forward on a 

high-stakes hearing Monday with Supreme 

Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh and the 

California university professor, Christine 

Blasey Ford, accusing him of a decades-old 

sexual assault.

Girding for what could be one of the 

most dramatic congressional hearings in 

years, Democrats accused Republicans of 

limiting the scope of the hearing, resisting 

an FBI probe into the matter, and banning 

testimony from anyone other than Kava-

naugh and Ford.

Republicans accused Democrats of 

Sides clash  
over what’s next

KAVANAUGH NOMINATION

Disagreements arise over role 
of FBI, number of witnesses
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By Ashley McCallum • amccallum@gazettextra.com
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