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Riverside hosting 

golf tournament
Annual Ray Fischer amateur 

tournament begins today—

with coronavirus measures 

in place. Page 1B

Know your options
If you lost your health plan 

during the coronavirus 

pandemic, there are ways 

to get covered again.  

Work & Wheels, inside

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 68  
A severe t-storm 

this afternoon
More on 9A
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By Jonah Beleckis,  

Benjamin Pierce and Frank Schultz

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

Black kids at Janesville public 

schools have been cited, arrested 

and referred to juvenile author-

ities at a rate that is more than 

seven times higher than the rates 

for other races, according to a 

Gazette analysis of police and 

school data.

Despite making up 6.2% of 

the student population at Janes-

ville public schools, black kids 

accounted for one-third of all cita-

tions, arrests and referrals from 

the last two school years, accord-

ing to the analysis.

Janesville school data shows 

355 black students enrolled for 

2020, and police data shows 158 

of the reported police actions in 

the last two school years were 

for black kids. That’s 445 police 

actions per 1,000 kids. The rate 

for all other races is 58 per 1,000.

Janesville School District 

Superintendent Steve Pophal 

said he wasn’t surprised by the 

numbers.

“Schools are a reflection of 

the communities in which they 

reside, and so the problems that 

exist in any given community, 

whatever those may be, including 

racism, invariably end up man-

ifesting themselves at school,” 

Pophal said.

The issue caused concern for 

Lonnie Brigham of Janesville, 

who works with at-risk youth and 

Data show policing disparity in schools
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School police actions

Enrollment

Black students Other students

335 5,393

312

58

158

445

*Citations, arrests, referrals to juvenile authorities

Police actions

Actions per 
1,000
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*
Black students in Janesville faced disproportionate number of arrests, citations

Turn to SCHOOLS on Page 7A

By Anna Marie Lux

amarielux@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

At first Jennifer Drach 

thought someone was playing 

a trick on her.

The curator at the Rock 

County Historical Society was 

looking through a recently 

donated book when a photo of 

Abraham Lincoln fell out.

Not just any photo.

But an original Lincoln 

photograph taken in 1861.

“The rare photo is a once-

in-a-lifetime find,” Drach said. 

“You hear stories about things 

like this happening.”

Drach learned from her 

uncle that, years ago, people 

often put photos, notes and 

cards in books to preserve 

them and to keep them flat.

But she had no idea what a 

treasure awaited her when she 

flipped through the 19th-cen-

tury “Abraham Lincoln: Man 

of God” by John Wesley Hill.

Drach immediately called 

Bob and Gay Yeomans of 

Janesville to tell them what 

was in the book they donated.

“They didn’t miss a beat,” 

Drach said. “They said, ‘We 

are so happy you found it. 

Keep the photo. Now thou-

sands of people can enjoy it.’”

The accidental gift was 

Family donates scores of items to historical society

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A donated settee in the Lincoln-Tallman House has feet with 
intricately carved details.

ANNA  
MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

 Æ Some already on display 
at Lincoln-Tallman House

Turn to HISTORY on Page 9A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Yusuf Adama of Beloit speaks at a racial justice demonstration in Lower Courthouse Park in Janesville on Thursday. 
Several dozen people congregated in the park to join the protest. Read more on Page 5A.

Courthouse protest keeps focus on racial inequality

By Jennifer Peltz  

and Carla K. Johnson

Associated Press

NEW YORK

The coronavirus cri-

sis deepened in Arizona on 

Thursday, and the gover-

nor of Texas began to back-

track after making one of the 

most aggressive pushes in the 

nation to reopen, as the daily 

number of confirmed cases 

across the U.S. closed in on 

the peak reached during the 
dark days of late April.

While greatly expanded 
testing probably accounts for 
some of the increase, experts 
say other measures indicate 
the virus is making a come-
back. Daily deaths, hospital-
izations and the percentage 
of tests that are coming back 
positive also have been ris-
ing over the past few weeks 
in parts of the country, mostly 
in the South and West.

In Arizona, 23% of tests 

Daily count of new 
virus cases nears 
highs from April

Texas governor  
slows his state’s 

reopening efforts

RELATED
• Aid mistake: Watchdog finds 

that coronavirus stimulus checks went 
to more than 1 million dead people./8B

Turn to CASES on Page 10A
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By Julie Appleby

Kaiser Health News

The coronavirus pandemic—

and the economic fallout that has 

come with it—boosted health insur-

ance enrollment counselor Mark Van 

Arnam’s workload. But he wants to 

be even busier.

The loss of employment for 21 mil-

lion Americans is a double blow for 

many because it also means the loss 

of insurance, said Van Arnam, direc-

tor of the North Carolina Navigator 

Consortium, a group of organizations 

that offer free help to state residents 

enrolling in insurance.

Calls to the consortium have 

increased sharply, but he believes 

many more people are going without 

insurance and could use his help. 

Van Arnam suspects these newly 

unemployed people don’t realize 

y have options. Years of budget 

people who expe-

rience certain “life 

events”—such as 

moving, getting 

married, having 

a baby or, in this 

case, losing your 

job and job-based 

coverage—qual-

ify for a special 

enrollment period. 

They can sign up 

for new coverage 

without waiting 

for the open enroll-

ment period, which 

generally occurs near 

the end of each calen-

dar year.

Applicants must sub-

mit certain documents 

to prove they qualify for 

special enrollment, such as 

proof of prior job-based cov-

he Obama adminis-

Taking 

care
If you’ve lost your health plan 

during the coronavirus crisis,  

you’ve still got some options
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