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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 12 | Low 0  

Mostly sunny 
and bitterly cold

More on 9A

JANESVILLE
The moment children open their eyes, they begin 

learning what they’ll need for the third-grade reading 
test.

Before their vision is completely focused, before they 
can grasp a rattle, and before they can sleep through 

the night, they are putting down the 
foundation crucial to their success 
as 8-year-old third-graders.

And those third-grade reading 
scores mean everything, school of-
ficials say, because after third grade, 
students are not learning to read—
they are reading to learn.

Children who are not reading proficiently by the 
end of third grade are four times more likely to not 
graduate on time or to drop out of school.

In the Janesville School District, nearly half of 
third-graders cannot read at grade level, a situation 
Superintendent Steve Pophal considers a human 
rights issue.

A critical juncture

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Third-grader Elizabeth Hooser, left, reads aloud as her teacher, Sarah Perry, evaluates her skills at Van Buren Elementary School.
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Poverty and reading scores
As poverty increases, third-grade English Language Arts scores go down.  Children from lower 
income families are more likely to enter kindergarten with fewer language skills and are less likely 
to have access to summer enrichment programs.  The state average for third-grade English 
Language Arts is 6.3.  The Janesville School District’s Score is 7.2, and  46.3 percent of its 
children live in poverty.

SOURCE: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra.com
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By Jill Colvin, Catherine Lucey  

and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
In a bid to break the shutdown 

impasse and fund his long-promised 
border wall, President 
Donald Trump on 
Saturday offered to ex-
tend temporary pro-
tection for young peo-
ple brought to the U.S. 
illegally as children. 
But while Trump cast 
the move as a “com-
mon-sense compro-
mise,” Democrats were 

quick to dismiss it at a “non-starter.”
Trump declared from the White 

The Janesville School District has placed an intense focus on kids  
reading at grade level by third grade. There are many reasons why.
By Catherine W. Idzerda • cidzerda@gazettextra.com

Turn to JUNCTURE on Page 5A

When Wisconsin’s new lieutenant 
governor misbehaved as a child, 
it was hard for him to disappear 
among the other kids.

“There was only one Mandela in 
the crowd,” he explained.

Today 32-year-
old Mandela Barnes 
stands apart because 
of more than his 
name.

On Jan. 7, he 
was sworn in as 
Wisconsin’s first 
African-American 
lieutenant governor, 
and he is only the 
second African-
American to hold 
statewide office.

Barnes will be 
in Rock County 

on Monday to speak at Beloit 
College’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Convocation.

Meet Lt.  
Gov. Barnes:  

The other  
Mandela

ANNA  
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Plowing through
Gazette reporter Frank 

Schultz rides along as 

a plow truck driver clears 

roads after Friday’s 

storm. Page 2A

Cougars prevail
Five score in double  

figures as Craig downs 

rival Parker, 50-40,  

in Big Eight Conference 

play Saturday. Page 1B

Dreamer 
protection 
for wall? 

Dems: Trump’s shutdown 
proposal is ‘non-starter’

Trump
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