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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 44 | Low 36  

A little rain  
late in the p.m.

More on 9A

Swimming to a win
Janesville Craig won eight 

of 11 events to beat the 

Parker/Evansville co-op 

team in a girls swim dual 

meet Tuesday night at Craig. 
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JANESVILLE

W
hen was the 
last time that 
a granddad 
and his grand-

kid could head to downtown 
Janesville and get a candy bar, 
jellybeans and a handmade ice 
cream float at a genuine soda 
fountain—all inside one store-
front?

It’s been years, certainly.
In April, Courtney Per-

akis is bringing back a slice of 
old-timey sweetness with The 
Sugar Exchange, a new candy 
shop and classic ice cream and 
soda parlor at 119 N. Main St.

Perakis, a former finan-
cial adviser with a love of lem-
on-flavored Jolly Rancher can-
dies and vivid memories of vis-
iting candy stores with her 
grandfather, is revamping a 
shop space at the Bodacious 
Shops of Block 42 that will 
become a throwback candy 
shop.

When the Sugar Exchange 
opens, its walls of embossed 
wallpaper painted in vintage 
teal will be decked with racks 
of old-style sweets such as wax 
lips and candy necklaces, jelly 
beans, all surrounding a soda 
counter where Perakis will 
serve up handmade sodas and 
ice cream.

If that’s not enough wall-to-

wall nostalgia, Perakis said the 

Sugar Exchange will have a full 

wall stocked with candy bars 

made all over the U.S.

Last year, as the COVID-19 

pandemic arrived, Perakis, a 

former financial advisor with 

Edward Jones, was contem-

plating a career change. Per-

akis also was mourning the 

death of her grandfather, 

who she said would take her 

on childhood trips from her 

hometown of Phoenix to visit 

the beach resort town of Rocky 

Point, Mexico—a place full of 

candy shops.

One night last summer, 

Perakis had a dream she was 

working in a candy shop in 

downtown Janesville. She 

awoke with the details fresh in 

her mind.

“It seemed vivid and real. I 

was running a candy shop, my 

own shop. It was a catalyst of 

years of me saying ‘How do we 

not have a candy shop or an 

ice cream parlor or anything 

like that downtown?’” Per-

akis said. “I had a vision that I 

wanted it to be old fashioned. I 

wanted it to be kind of an Old 

English style shop. And I just 

kind of started rolling with it.”

Perakis said the name of 

the shop, The Sugar Exchange, 

came to her as a mashup of her 

Sweet 

dream

Photos by Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazettextra.com

Above: Local businesswoman 
Courtney Perakis pauses for a 
portrait inside what will soon be 
her new candy shop and soda 
counter Sugar Exchange, located 
at the Bodacious Shops of Block 
42 on North Main Street in 
downtown Janesville. Left: Per-
akis adjusts a sign for a planned 
chocolate display inside the 
shop.
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Adams Publishing Group

Jayme Probst says people don’t 
understand homelessness until it 
happens to them.

Jayme and his wife, Heidi Probst, 
understand it all too well now.

They and their friends—Heather 
Norman, her 4-year-old son, Mal-
colm Norman, and her brother 
Robert Young—are desperately try-
ing to find rental housing together 
after a harrowing bout of homeless-
ness during bone-chilling weather 
this winter.

Norman, Young and the Probsts 
lost their housing and were living 
in their vehicles before finally land-
ing at the Redwood Motel, 3912 N. 
Hackbarth Road, Janesville.

At $275 a week, the Redwood 
was the cheapest motel they could 
find, and it’s draining their meager 
income. The four eventually hope 
to pool their resources, move in 
together and get on their feet again.

Dave Fogderud, pastor of the 
Overflowing Cup Total Life Center 
in Beloit, has been working to get 
them food and clothing. Fogderud 
said he is handling an increasing 
number of calls about the homeless.

“Our phone has become a 
hotline,” Fogderud said.

He, his wife, Diana, and other 

Friends band 
together 
 in search 

for housing

By Ashley McCallum
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COVID-19 vaccine scheduling pro-
cesses likely will remain the same next 
week after thousands more people become 

eligible in Rock County, local health offi-

cials said.

Wisconsinites ages 16 and older with 

certain medical conditions will be eligi-

ble for the coronavirus vaccine starting 

Monday, a week earlier than previously 

announced, Gov. Tony Evers said Tuesday.

Qualifying conditions include mod-

erate to severe asthma, cancer, diabetes, 

high blood pressure, Down syndrome, and 

being overweight with a body mass index 

of 25 or above. Pregnant women are also 

eligible.

Rock County residents can expect to 

see a new vaccine request form for people 

with medical conditions soon, said Jessica 

Turner, spokeswoman for the Rock County 

Public Health Department.

Overall, however, the process to sched-

ule vaccine appointments will remain the 

same, Turner said.

Each vaccinator in the county has its 

own process and prioritization for sched-

uling appointments. Some have waiting 

lists; others take appointments on a roll-

ing basis, and some offer appointments to 

specific groups or organizations.

It is likely some vaccinators will con-

tinue to prioritize vaccinations within the 

eligibility groups, meaning people who 

become eligible Monday might have to 

wait before being offered vaccine from cer-

tain vaccinators, Turner said.

The health department’s role is to 

ensure equitable distribution of vaccine 

and to communicate where and how the 

public can set up appointments, she said.

Next vaccine phase opening early
Wide array of conditions  
to make Wisconsinites  

eligible starting Monday

Woman opening  
classic candy shop 
in downtown space

Turn to SWEET on Page 7A

Turn to PHASE on Page 9A

Turn to HOMELESS on Page 9A

Beloit pastor seeing  
more people falling  
into homelessness

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........4 -5 14,571
Deaths ........0 -2 162
 Total Change
Hosp. .....4 (March 16) 0 (from March 9)
Tuesday’s positivity rate: 18%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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