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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Helen J. Almond
•Patricia A. Brennan
•Charles “Chuck” Collins
•Richard “Rick” Ericksen

•Ida Faessler
•Jeanene M. Melaas
•Joyce G. Vriezen
•Anna M. Wille

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 76 | Low 55  

Cloudy with a 
t-storm in spots

More on 7A

‘Strange behaviors’
A town of Delavan man  

accused of murdering his wife 

might have to face an 

additional evaluation 

to determine his competence 

to stand trial. Page 3A

Elkhorn wins WIAA Regional
Chance Larson helped lead an offensive  

explosion by the Elks to claim a 13-3 win 

over visiting Big Foot in a WIAA Div. 2  

baseball regional title game Wednesday. 

Page 1B

Work proceeding on City Hall plaza

Above: A worker drives a skid loader 
Wednesday in front of Janesville City 
Hall. Crews are reconstructing the main 
entrance plaza to address structural 
integrity issues. Years of salt and mois-
ture deteriorated the concrete. The 
$2.65 million project will keep the plaza 
closed until October.
Left: Workers break up the surface in 
front of Janesville City Hall on Wednes-
day.

Photos by Angela Major/ 
amajor@gazettextra.com

By Eric Tucker, Michael Balsamo  

and Chad Day

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Special counsel Robert Mueller said 

Wednesday that charging President 

Donald Trump with a crime was “not 

an option” because of federal rules, but 

he used his first public remarks on the 

Russia investigation to emphasize that 

he did not exonerate the president.

“If we had had confidence that the 

president clearly did not commit a 

crime, we would have said so,” Muel-

ler declared.

The special counsel’s remarks 

stood as a pointed rebuttal to Trump’s 

repeated claims that he was cleared and 

that the two-year inquiry was merely 

a “witch hunt.” They also marked a 

counter to criticism, including by Attor-

ney General William Barr, that Mueller 

should have reached a determination 

on whether the president illegally tried 

to obstruct the probe by taking actions 

such as firing his FBI director.

Mueller made clear that his team 

never considered indicting Trump 

because the Justice Department pro-

hibits the prosecution of a sitting pres-

ident.

“Charging the president with a crime 

was therefore not an option we could 

consider,” Mueller said during a tele-

vised statement. He said he believed 

such an action would be unconstitu-

tional.

Mueller did not use the word 

‘impeachment,” but said it was the job 

of Congress—not the criminal justice 

system—to hold the president account-

able for any wrongdoing.

The special counsel’s statement 

largely echoed the central points of 

his lengthy report, which was released 

last month with some redactions. 

But his remarks, just under 10 min-

utes long and delivered from a Justice 

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Organizers of this Fri-

day’s Family Empower-

ment Fair said the event 

is about more than the 

reopening of Janesville’s 

Section 8 waiting list.

The city is expecting 

people to camp overnight 

in advance of the waiting 

list opening to ensure an 

early place in line. When 

the city has opened its Sec-

tion 8 waiting list in the 

past, between 400 and 600 

people have signed up on 

the first day, said Sarah 

Holford, city housing ser-

vices administrative assis-

tant.

With more than 30 

other agencies involved in 

event promotion, the crowd 

might surpass 1,000, she 

said.

Janesville wanted to 

include other organiza-

tions so visitors could 

explore resources besides 

housing assistance. The 

city contacted a few agen-

cies, but soon many others 

responded because they 

wanted to be part of the 

fair, Holford said.

“We wanted it to feel 

welcoming and inviting. 

We didn’t want this to feel 

like a very clinical event as 

a lot of these types of things 

can,” Holford said. “If we 

can make it feel uplifting 

at least for a day, why not?”

The city is collaborating 

with service organizations 

in Rock County to host the 

fair, which will run 8 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. Friday at the Rock 

County Job Center, 1900 

Center Ave., Janesville.

Janesville closed its Sec-

tion 8 waiting list in Jan-

uary 2018. It needed time 

to work through the many 

names and families seeking 

rental assistance.

The city will keep the 

wait list open from Fri-

day until June 28. Holford 

expects enough people will 

sign up during those four 

weeks that Janesville once 

again will have to close the 

list and work through the 

names, she said.

It’s hard to say how long 

it will take to work through 

the list. That will depend on 

how many people apply and 

how many people respond 

when their turn comes.

It’s common for appli-

cants to not respond when 

the city contacts them with 

an assistance offer, Holford 

Hundreds expected for opening of Section 8 waiting list

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Nitrate contamination of groundwa-

ter should be the focus of a state task force 

examining Wisconsin’s water issues, Rock 

County Board Supervisor Wes Davis said.

“It’s terribly important that we began 

a conversation about nitrates,” Davis said.

He was among those attending a 

Wednesday hearing of the the state Water 

Quality Task Force at Blackhawk Techni-

cal College.

“There are other issues we are wor-

ried about, too, such as lead and a host 

of other things that are problems, but 

nitrates have risen to the surface, and 

that’s what we need to deal with at this 

time,” Davis said.

The task force, a bipartisan group of 

legislators from across the state formed 

by Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, made a 

stop in Janesville to hear from organi-

zations and residents about issues with 

water contamination, runoff and other 

topics related to the quality of water in 

Wisconsin.

Presentations were given by several 
local officials including Rock County 
Conservationist Thomas Sweeney and 
county Environmental Health Director 
Rick Wietersen.

Nitrate contamination can cause birth 
defects and illnesses if not treated. Con-
tamination can be caused by fertilizers 
and manure.

According to the presentation, agricul-
tural areas and areas with porous bed-
rock or sandy soil are more susceptible 

Nitrate contamination should be focus, people here say

Family Empowerment Fair to feature 
30 other agencies to help attendees

Water task force 
hears local testimony

There are other issues we are worried 

about, too, such as lead and a host of other 

things that are problems, but nitrates have 

risen to the surface, and that’s what we 

need to deal with at this time.

Wes Davis,  

Rock County Board supervisor

“ ”

Mueller: Report didn’t exonerate Trump

Associated Press
Special counsel Robert Mueller speaks at the Depart-
ment of Justice Wednesday in Washington, about the 
Russia investigation. Mueller used the opportunity to 
stress that his investigation did not exonerate Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Never considered indictment because rules prohibit prosecution of sitting president

Turn to MUELLER on Page 7A

Turn to HEARING on Page 7A

Turn to FAIR on Page 7A

RELATED
• Nation/World: Mueller appearance fuels 

desire to pursue impeachment./Page 6B

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=ebf6036f-cfaf-5c48-9ee0-6fe732970bb9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=ebf6036f-cfaf-5c48-9ee0-6fe732970bb9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=ebf6036f-cfaf-5c48-9ee0-6fe732970bb9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=ebf6036f-cfaf-5c48-9ee0-6fe732970bb9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=ebf6036f-cfaf-5c48-9ee0-6fe732970bb9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=ebf6036f-cfaf-5c48-9ee0-6fe732970bb9

