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•Angelo Giuseppe Anastasi
•Michael Boston
•Hugh Gene Dahl

•William P. “Bill” Jezo
•William R. “Bill” O’Neal
•Joseph “Joe” Roberts

•Susanne M. (Walter) “Sue” 
Ulbrich

Protected speech
Disorderly conduct charges 
against man who stood 
outside Janesville police 
garage and insulted officers 
dismissed by appellate 
judge. Page 8A

Olympic feat
Planning NBC’s coverage  
of the Summer Olympics 
has created new and 
interesting challenges 
for Janesville native Greg 
Hughes. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 59  

Sun and clouds
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CELEBRATING 175 YEARS

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A mated pair of sandhill cranes and their juvenile offspring search for food in a field just 
west of the Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport on Thursday morning after a night of rain. 
The young birds forage, roost and migrate with their parents, usually staying within a few 
yards of them for nine to 10 months.

Family gathering food

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The State Patrol is look-

ing for the driver of a black 

Volkswagen Jetta hatch-

back in connection with an 

Interstate 90/39 crash on 

July 6 that blocked lanes in 

Janesville for more than 11 

hours.

The accident report 

says the Jetta stopped 

“abruptly” in the left-hand 

southbound lane around 

1:39 p.m. that Tuesday, 

causing eight other drivers 

to crash into each other as 

they tried to avoid hitting 

the Jetta.

Four of the vehicles 

caught fire, including a 

semitrailer truck. Several 

drivers and passengers 

reported minor injuries 

and were taken to nearby 

SSM Health St. Mary’s Hos-

pital-Janesville.

“Traffic camera footage 

showed Unit 9 (the Jetta) 

slowly driving away from 

the scene with its hazard 

lights activated,” the report 
says.

State Patrol Sgt. Jason 
Holtz said the case is in the 
hands of an accident recon-
struction unit. He said he is 
not sure how far the inves-
tigation will proceed, but 

there is potential for traf-

fic citations or criminal 

charges.

Holtz said there was no 

way to tell why the Jetta 

stopped in the southbound 

lanes of the Interstate, 

about one-half mile north 

of Mount Zion Avenue.

The accident report 

says a Toyota Sienna van 

Photo submitted by Dave Sheen
Firefighters work at the scene of an crash on southbound 
Interstate 90/39 in Janesville on July 6.

Hatchback sought  
in 9-vehicle crash

State Patrol says black Jetta ‘abruptly’ stopped on Interstate

By Brad Allen

Adams Publishing Group

TOWN OF BELOIT

A major referendum 

project years in the mak-

ing is wrapping up in the 

Beloit Turner School Dis-

trict with the opening of 

Garden Prairie Intermedi-

ate School just around the 

corner.

“This campus is going 

to be a central piece of our 

community for the next 50 

years and beyond,” Super-

intendent Dennis McCar-

thy said. “You’ll never lack 

with space in this build-

ing.”

Part of a $26 million ref-

erendum, the brand new 

87,000-square-foot build-

ing located along South 

Bartells Drive has a price 

tag of around $17 million. 

The school will serve grades 

two through five beginning 

this fall and replace Town-

view Elementary.

Skip Hegemann, the 

project’s leader with Scher-

rer Construction, said the 

building was 98% complete 

as of Wednesday.
Remaining work in the 

coming days will include 
final landscaping, add-
ing lettering to the front 
entrance, adding another 
coat of paint to the park-
ing lot, moving in more 
furniture and installing a 
few more glass doorways 
in some classrooms.

“Everything came 
together pretty well,” 

Hegemann said. “We’re 
basically just putting the 
icing on the cake.”

Despite shipping delays 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, crews were still 
able work ahead of sched-
ule as materials arrived. 
Construction began in July 
2020 and will wrap up in 
the coming days.

School Principal Ryan 
Bertelsen said he is looking 

forward to welcoming fam-
ilies into the new build-
ing for an in-person open 
house at the end of August.

He said it will be 
refreshing for everyone to 
gather again, particularly 
after a challenging past 
year and a half during the 
pandemic. He added that 
the new building has lots 
of wide open spaces that 
encourage movement and 
collaboration.

“It’s just great, the tim-
ing of being able to do that,” 
Bertelsen said. “We want to 

Brad Allen/Adams Publishing Group
The front entrance area and library structure are all but fin-
ished at Garden Prairie Intermediate School in Beloit. As con-
struction crews wrap up the project in the coming days, let-
tering will be added to the entryway and final landscaping 
work will be completed.

Finishing touches: Contracter says Beloit Turner’s new  
intermediate school is 98% complete

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

MADISON
A woman pleaded 

guilty Wednesday in fed-

eral court for 

her part in a 

Rock County- 

based sex traffick-

ing operation.

Tonyiel L. Par-

tee, 29, pleaded 

guilty to recruit-

ing women for a 

prostitution oper-

ation in 2017 “in 

reckless disregard 

of the fact that 

force, threats of 

force ... (and) coer-

cion … would be 

used to cause Jane 

Doe 2 and other 

adult females to 

engage in a com-

mercial sex act.”

Court records show 

Partee living at addresses 

in Beloit, Janesville and 

Whitewater in recent 

years.

Partee was accused of 

recruiting women to work 

as prostitutes for Cory D. 

Hereford, 49 of Beloit, 

who faces a sev-

en-count indict-

ment and whose 

trial is scheduled 

for August.

J a n e s v i l l e 

police originally 

arrested Here-

ford, and he was 

charged in Rock 

County Court, 

but the case was 

moved to the U.S. 

District Court for 

the Western Dis-

trict of Wiscon-

sin, apparently 

because Here-

ford was accused 

of trying to per-

suade women to 

go to Georgia with him to 

Partee

Hereford

Woman pleads guilty 
for role in Rock County 
prostitution operation

Turn to SCHOOL on Page 9A

Part of a $26 million 

referendum, the brand new 

87,000-square-foot building 

located along South Bartells 

Drive has a price tag of 

around $17 million. The 

school will serve grades two 

through five beginning this 

fall and replace Townview 

Elementary.
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• More crashes: Two pedes-

trians hit on Interstate./Page 9A
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