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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Garth Landquist  
Chambers Sr.
•Lee V. Gilkey
•James W. Hudson
•William P. “Bill” Jezo
•Alan Evans Kemp

•Marilyn Jean (Simonson) 
Klassy
•Barbara J. Kronquist
•Donald Scott Miles
•Patricia Lynne Rasmussen
•Justin W. Rogers

•Terry S. Schachtschneider
•Helen Agnes “Ag”  
Schumacher
•Julia Ann (Quimby) 
Stainbrook
•Steven E. Walkowicz

Clinic to close
Blackhawk Technical 

College will deliver  

its final COVID-19  

vaccinations Tuesday  

and Thursday.  

Page 3A

Bucks down
Giannis Antetokounmpo 

scored 42 points but  

the Bucks fell 118-108  

to the Suns and head to  

Milwaukee trailing 2-0 in 

the NBA Finals. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 77 | Low 60  
Partly sunny with 
showers around

More on 7A
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CELEBRATING 175 YEARS

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

G
rowing up in Janesville, 
Janie Donaldson Mullen 
was in awe of her fashion 

designer mother. As a child, she 
quickly learned to sew and was 
taught pattern making by her 
mom. When she grew up, Mullen 
became a secretary after college. 
But she quickly realized it was 
not for her.

Her mom encouraged her to 
do something she knew well.

“You know how to quilt. Why 
don’t you get yourself a quilting 
machine and finish other peo-
ple’s quilts for a living?” Mullen 
recalled her mother saying.

Mullen started quilting pro-
fessionally in 1980 and since has 
become wellknown in the quilt-
ing world. In 1989, she won best 
in show at her first quilting show 
in Milwaukee. That success led 
to her demonstrating her skills 
at several quilting expos and 
co-hosting “Quilt Central TV,” 
which aired on public television 
stations. The show was taped in 
Paducah, Kentucky, from 1999 to 
2008.

“They called me the ‘Martha 
Stewart of the quilting world’ 
because of my background with 

Meet ‘the

Martha  

Stewart
of the quilting world’

Janesville woman turns 
craft into successful  

career of shows, shops

A couple of awards Janie Donaldson Mullen received during her 10 years 
as the TV host for PBS programming titled ‘Quilt Central TV’ are on dis-
play.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Janie Donaldson Mullen sits for a portrait inside Quilt Central Academy, a quilting store she opened with her husband after 
returning to Janesville following a successful and varied career in the quilting world.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The labor union that 

represents workers at 
Janesville’s Hufcor factory 
is now pressuring Hufcor 
owner OpenGate Capital 
with a shame campaign 
that is playing out in Los 
Angeles, OpenGate’s cor-
porate home city.

The Industrial Divi-
sion of the Communica-
tion Workers of America 
paid to publish an open 
letter to OpenGate Cap-
ital CEO Andrew Nikou 
in an advertisement that 
printed Wednesday in the 
Los Angeles Times.

The union represents 
about 160 workers in 
Janesville whose jobs are 
at stake as OpenGate, a 
private equity firm, plans 
to idle Hufcor’s Janesville 
plant and move manufac-
turing of moveable door 
systems to Monterrey, 
Mexico, later this year.

The ad in the L.A. 

Times is the latest move 
by the union and a group 
of Wisconsin labor advo-
cates to bring wider atten-
tion to the factory jobs 
OpenGate plans to start 
eliminating in Janesville 
as early as August.

The ad, titled “An 
Appeal for Justice,” asks 
OpenGate to reconsider its 
plan to cease production 
in Janesville. It is under-
signed and endorsed by 
36 labor advocates and 
Democratic Wisconsin 
politicians, including U.S. 
Sen. Tammy Baldwin, U.S. 
Rep. Mark Pocan, Wiscon-
sin Gov. Tony Evers and 
state Sen. Janis Ringhand, 
D-Evansville.

“We have seen that 
your private equity com-
pany has a track record 
of buying businesses—in 
Wisconsin and through-
out America—then clos-
ing them and damaging 
local economies for the 
benefit of your investors,” 

Hufcor workers 
take job fight  

to Los Angeles
Labor union criticizes private equity 
owner with shame ad in newspaper

By Rebecca Kanable

Adams Publishing Group

A study commissioned 
by the city of Milton 
found that the city would 
be best served financially 
by a fire and emergency 
services merger with the 
city of Janesville and that 
extending the merger to 
surrounding towns would 
help the city save even 
more.

A representative of the 
Wisconsin Policy Forum 
that conducted the study 
presented it to Milton city 
officials Tuesday night. 
The forum analyzed three 
scenarios: The city of Mil-
ton having its own stand-
alone fire department; the 

city of Milton merging ser-

vices only with the city of 

Janesville; and the city of 

Milton merging services 

with the city of Janesville 

and four more surround-

ing towns.

The analysis found:

 � The standalone 

model, while retaining 

the independence of the 

Milton fire department, 

would cost city of Mil-

ton taxpayers the most, 

including $2.15 million 

in an initial capital outlay 

and a $1.36 million oper-

ating budget (cited dollar 

estimates from the study 

are high-end estimates). 

Because of projected 

increases in Janesville pay 

rates, however, the differ-

ence in cost could narrow 

in the longer term. Fire 

and EMS response times 

would likely be improved.

Study finds emergency  
services merger would 

save city of Milton money
Analysis: Adding 
other area towns 
would save more
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