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By Lisa Mascaro

AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON

Robert Mueller’s testimony 

Wednesday sent the clearest 

signal yet that impeachment 

might be slip-

ping out of 

reach for Dem-

ocrats and that 

the ultimate verdict on Pres-

ident Donald Trump will be 

rendered by voters in the 2020 

election.

Democrats had hoped 

the former special counsel’s 

appearance would be a turning 

point. A Marine who served in 

Vietnam, Mueller is the kind of 

square-jawed federal prosecu-

tor to whom Americans might 

have once listened as a trusted 

source of authority. But in this 

era of stark political polar-

ization, galvanizing the pub-

lic is a difficult task even if 

Mueller wanted to produce a 

viral moment, which he never 

seemed inclined to do. Rather 

than swoop in to give voice to 

the 448-page report, Mueller 

said very few words.

What Mueller did say was 

striking: Trump was not exon-

erated of potential crimes. His 

report found Russia interfered 

in the 2016 election in “sweep-

ing and systematic” fashion. 

Accepting foreign campaign 

assistance is wrong, he agreed. 

But Mueller’s reluctance to 

engage, and his one-word 

answers, deprived the coun-

try of a where-were-you-when 

moment that could bring deci-

sive conclusion to the probe 

and Trump’s role in trying to 

obstruct the investigation.

“It was not a hoax,” Muel-

ler testified of Russian election 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Two Rock County families who lost 
children to overdose deaths after trav-
eling to Florida for treatment warn 
others of the risks addicts face in the 
Sunshine State.

Janesville resi-
dent Mark Stricklin’s 
son Seth Stricklin 
died July 14 in West 
Palm Beach, Florida. 
His body was found 
a day later, lying out-
side with a needle in 
his hand and another 
needle in his pocket.

He was 23 years 
old.

Brooke McKearn 
of Beloit understands 
Mark’s pain.

Her son Nikolas 
Graves died Dec. 22, 
2018, in West Palm 
Beach, blocks away 
from where Seth died, 
Brooke said. He overdosed on fen-
tanyl, which he thought was heroin.

He also was 23 years old.
Seth’s and Nikolas’ stories fall in 

line with reports of addicts and their 
families falling victim to an insur-

ance fraud mill 
in Florida.

The New York 
Times in 2017 
reported Mid-
westerners have 
gone in droves 
to Palm Beach 
County, Florida, 
seeking treat-
ment for addic-
tion.

Palm Beach 
County officials 
responded to 
5,000 overdoses 
and 596 opioid 
deaths in 2016, 
according to the 
Times.

A Palm Beach 
County grand 
jury in 2016 
found unregu-
lated treatment 
facilities and 
sober homes 
“endangered the 
health, public 
safety and wel-

fare of the public and persons suffer-
ing from substance abuse disorders.”

According to the Times, drug treat-
ment centers have been illegally pay-
ing sober homes money from patients’ 

Ball in electorate’s court?

Associated Press
Former special counsel Robert 
Mueller returns to the witness 
table following a break in his tes-
timony before the House Intelli-
gence Committee on Capitol Hill 
in Washington on Wednesday.

ANALYSIS

Impeachment groundswell unlikely after hearings, leaving Trump’s fate to voters

RELATED
• More from Capitol Hill: In his 

testimony, Mueller dismissed President 
Trump’s claims of ‘total exoneration’ and 
gave a fresh warning about the dangers Rus-
sia poses to U.S. electoral integrity./7B
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‘Trading 
cash  

for lives’

S. Stricklin

Men seeking recovery 
from addiction died  

of overdoses in Florida

According to The 

New York Times, 

drug treatment 

centers in Florida 

have been illegally 

paying sober 

homes money from 

patients’ insurance 

carriers. Sober 

home operators 

pocket some of 

the cash and give 

addicts money, 

housing, gym 

memberships and 

other perks to  

stay there and 

recruit others.

Graves

Turn to LIVES on Page 5A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Kyle Tanner sits in his driveway behind 

an upright Wurlitzer piano that he con-

verted into a bar, serving drinks and smiles.

It’s his fourth year living across the 

street from the Rock County 4-H Fair, the 

third year he and wife Tally Bennett have 

thrown a party to celebrate.

“Yay! It’s fair week! I’m so happy,” 

said Bennett, who grew up in Janesville 

but moved away her senior year in high  

school.

Somehow, the fun happening across the 

street seeps into the neighborhood of mod-

est houses and well-maintained yards and 

gardens.

Fairground neighbors embrace the weeklong block party

Time  
for work, 

time  
for rest

ROCK COUNTY  

4-H FAIR: DAY TWO

Top: Hunter Day of Plymouth 
4-H tries to move one of his 
cow’s legs so he can clean out 
the animal’s bedding at the Rock 
County 4-H Fair in Janesville on 
Wednesday. 
Bottom: Dakota Day, Hunter 
Day’s twin brother who is also 
in Plymouth 4-H, takes a break 
from chores and drapes himself 
over another cow’s back.  
For more photos from the fair 
this week, go to gazettextra.
com/galleries. For more fair 
coverage, turn to Page 3A  
and Page 10A.

Photos by Anthony Wahl
awahl@gazettextra.com
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Comeback winners
Ryan Braun hit a two-run 

home run and Yasmani 

Grandal had a go-ahead 

two-run single to help the 

Brewers salvage a win 

against the Reds. Page 1B 

His niche is carved
Janesville woodworker 

returning for another year 

at the Tallman Arts Festival 

next month. kicks, inside

kicks
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JPAC’s new season

Get a taste of what the Janesville  

Performing Arts Center has in store 

for its 2019-20 season. Page 3C

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—They 

say a team is only as 

strong as its weakest 

link.

Director Jim McCulloch 

says the weakest link in 

the cast for “Alice in Won-

derland Jr.” is still very 

strong.

Rock County has a 

strong pool of talent 

among its youth musical 

theater performers, which 

is one reason McCulloch 

says people should see the 

show.

“Alice in Wonderland 

Jr.” will run Aug. 8-11 at 

the Janesville Performing 

Arts Center. More than 60 

kids from Janesville and 

the surrounding areas will 

take the stage as part of 

the produc-

tion.

Though 

dubbed a 

“junior” 

version of 

a beloved 

classic, the 

show is not 

far from 

the origi-

nal, McCulloch said.

Junior versions of clas-

sic shows are shorter than 

the originals, cleaned up 

for children and have 

music performed in a key 

signature that is easier 

for kids to sing, McCull-

och said.

But the classic story 

about a girl named Alice, 

the Queen of Hearts, a 

Cheshire Cat and scenery 

designed to stimulate the 

senses remains.

About a dozen of the 

show’s lead actors stayed 

behind after their sec-

ond rehearsal to talk to a 

Gazette reporter. None of 

the leads are new to per-

forming, they said.

Jimmy Hodge, who 

abbit, 

Top right: A wooden 

bowl created by  

Janesville artist 

to showcase 

timber talents at  

tallman Arts Fest

Wood  

wizard
Wood  

wizard

‘Alice Jr.’ 
offers 

dose of 
magic

 Æ JPAC youth production 

set to premiere Aug. 8

McCulloch
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