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then windy
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Slow start dooms UW
Wisconsin shot just 29% from  

the field in the first half against  

Michigan State on Friday night  

and went on to lose  67-55 to  

the 14th-ranked Spartans in  

East Lansing. Page 1B

Snow emergencies 

declared for today
A number of local  

communities have declared 

snow emergencies and 

warned residents about road 

conditions. Page 3A

Edgerton girls 

lose to Brodhead
Stories and a roundup 

as Brodhead, Craig and 

Evansville all won in play 

around the area Friday 

night. Page 1B, 3B
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JANESVILLE

Owners of the long-de-

funct Monterey Hotel said 

they are working with a 

Milwaukee-based devel-

oper to turn the old hotel 

into an apartment com-

plex.

Cardinal Capital Man-

agement has been hired 

by the owners to develop 

plans for the property, said 

Riley Grafft, a member of 

the family that owns the 

property.

The city has met with 

the family and Cardinal 

Capital to discuss early 

plans for the hotel, Gale 

Price, economic develop-

ment director, told The 

Gazette.

No official plans have 

been submitted to the city, 

Price said.

The 90-year-old Art 

Deco building is owned 

by Certified Parts Corpo-

ration, a company owned 

and operated by the Grafft 

family: Riley Grafft, Jim 

Grafft and Britten Lang-

foss. Jim is Riley and Brit-

ten’s father.

Plans are preliminary, 

and it is too early to know 

how many apartments 

could fill the former hotel, 

Riley said.

The project, like other 

apartment projects in 

Janesville, likely would 

need tax incentives from 

the city to be economi-

cally viable, Langfoss told 

Gazette columnist Stan 

Milam.

The city in Septem-

ber 2018 changed its 

ordinances to allow tax 

incremental financing 

assistance for apartment 

development projects.

Apartments likely 

would be rented at mar-

ket rate, and the first floor 

of the building along Mil-

waukee Street would offer 

retail space, Riley said.

The family hopes to 

submit plans to the city in 

the coming months, Riley 

said.

Cardinal Capital likely 

would oversee construc-

tion and manage units 

with the Grafft family 

maintaining majority 

ownership, Riley said.

Cardinal Capital Man-

agement is a national 

housing developer based 

in Milwaukee with more 

than 9,500 units of hous-

ing across Wisconsin, 

Iowa, Colorado, Arizona 

and Georgia, according to 

Monterey owners in early stages of plans for apartment project

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Vehicles drive past the Monterey Hotel in downtown Janesville on Friday. Owners of the building are working with a Mil-
waukee-based developer to convert it into apartments.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Paola Delgado never got 

along with her mom, and 
her dad struggled with 
alcohol problems.

The Beloit high school 
senior has been homeless 
since the seventh grade, 
often living in a car or sleep-
ing on friends’ couches. 
Now a client of the coun-
ty’s 16:49 program to help 
homeless teens, she per-
severed and will graduate 
from high school early this 
year.

Hoping to help oth-
ers like Delgado, the Rock 
County Homeless Interven-
tion Task Force set its top 
priorities for 2020 on Fri-
day: emergency housing, 
multiple-month rent assis-
tance and mental health 
services.

The task force will use 
those priorities as a guide as 
it applies for grants, which 
will be used by the vari-
ous nonprofits that make 
up the group. Nonprofit 
employees, community 
leaders, volunteers, home-
less people and elected offi-
cials helped choose the pri-
orities.

Marc Perry of Commu-
nity Action, who emceed 
Friday’s annual meeting, 
said it was an important 
starting point as the organi-
zations look for resources.

“We want to hear from 
community members and 
stakeholders what ser-
vices, as housing and home-
less-serving organizations, 
we should be focusing on,” 
he said. “We want to know if 
there’s anything we’re miss-
ing or any gaps in services.

“We want to make 
sure we’re spending our 
resources wisely and most 
effectively in the areas of 
most need for the commu-
nity.”

Jessica Locher, assis-
tant director of ECHO and 
a task force member, said 
she wasn’t surprised that 
emergency housing and 
mental health rose to the 

By Daria Litinova and Ken Moritsugu

Associated Press

MOSCOW

Russia’s Vladimir Putin and China’s Xi 

Jinping have established themselves as the 

world’s most powerful authoritarian leaders 

in decades. Now it looks like they want to hang 

on to those roles indefinitely.

Putin’s sudden announcement this week of 

constitutional changes that could allow him to 

extend control way beyond the end of his term 

in 2024 echoes Xi’s move in 2018 to eliminate 

constitutional term limits on the head of state.

That could give them many more years at the 
helm of two major powers that are frequently 
at odds with Washington and the West over 
issues ranging from economic espionage and 
foreign policy to democracy and human rights.

Both moves reflect their forceful personal-
ities and determination to restore their coun-
tries to their former glory after years of per-
ceived humiliation by the West. They also mesh 
with a trend of strong-man rulers taking power 
from Hungary and Brazil to the Philippines.

Russia and China are on another level, 
though, when it comes to influencing inter-
national events—China through its economic 
might and rising military, Russia through its 

willingness to insert itself into conflicts such as 

the Syrian one and to try to influence overseas 

elections through misinformation or make 

mischief through cyberattacks.

Putin “believes that Russia is more power-

ful today than it has been since the end of the 

Cold War, including in places such as the Mid-

dle East,” said Ramon Pacheco Pardo of the 

Department of European & International Stud-

ies at King’s College London. “Thus, it is a good 

time to remain in power and use this power.”

How much of a challenge he and Xi are 

to Western models, values and multiparty 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Shots fired in the night 

led a city committee on 

Friday to recommend sus-

pension of The Back Bar’s 

liquor license.

The music venue at 1901 

Beloit Ave. hosted a birth-

day party Nov. 23, and as 

the crowd was leaving just 

before 2 a.m., someone 

fired four shots.

It was unclear why the 

shots were fired or in what 

direction. No injuries were 

reported, but the inci-

dent led Police Chief Dave 

Moore to recommend that 

the city’s Alcohol License 

Advisory Committee con-

sider suspending or revok-

ing the license.

The committee voted 

5-0 to recommend suspen-

sion for an undetermined 

length of time. The city 

council will hold a hearing 

on the matter and decide 

what action to take. No date 

was set for that meeting.

The vote came after a 

meeting that lasted almost 

four hours. Lawyers repre-

senting Moore and Back 

Bar co-owners Robert and 

Diane Kerman presented 

witnesses and other evi-

dence. Committee Chair-

man Barry Badertscher 

presided at times like a 

judge with the committee 

acting like a jury.

Facts that seemed estab-

lished after all that:

 � D i a n e  Ke r m a n 

City panel 
wants to 
suspend 

Back Bar’s  
license

Homeless 
task force 
sets 2020 
priorities

Rulers for life? Putin’s, Xi’s efforts pose challenges to West 

New hope for hotel

The spire of the former Monterey Hotel, a 90-year-old Art 
Deco style building, is seen as snow falls Friday in down-
town Janesville.

Committee votes 
5-0 to recommend 

move to city council

 Æ Emergency housing, 
mental health top list

Turn to MONTEREY on Page 5A Turn to SUSPEND on Page 9A

Turn to PRIORITIES on Page 9A
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RELATED
• Shelter to open: The GIFTS 

Men’s Shelter will open an ‘extreme 
weather shelter’ this weekend./
Page 8A
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