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Another bunker 

found in Milwaukee
Gunfire reports led  

Milwaukee sheriff’s deputies 

to find a man living in a  

bunker in a county park on 

the city’s east side. Page 2A

Some city fees 

set to increase
A number of city  

of Janesville fees  

will increase in 2020,  

according to officials. 

Page 3A

Carollo’s big night 

lifts Whippets to win
Kacie Carollo scored 20 points 

to help Whitewater score 

a 56-22 victory over Big Foot 

in both teams’ Rock Valley 

Conference opener. Page 1B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A hot ham and “holey” 

(Swiss) cheese sandwich 

on wheat and a half order 

of fries.

It’s an order Major 

Grimes, manager at 

Sneakers Sports Bar & 

Grill, knows well.

“He would change it 

up every once in a while, 

but for him to have his 

last sandwich here today, 

I’m not surprised one bit 

that it’s a hot ham and 

holey cheese sandwich,” 

Grimes said.

Grimes was talking 

about Pat “Hoppy” Cas-

sidy, an 87-year-old 

patient at Mercyhealth 

Hospice whose final wish 

was to go dancing at 

Sneakers one more time.

While he wasn’t up for 

dancing, he celebrated 

turning 87 last week with 

a surprise party at the bar 

Friday night, complete 

with plenty of Irish music, 

friends and family.

He entered Sneak-

ers on Friday in his usual 

manner—with a smile 

and a thumbs-up. His 

blue eyes twinkled behind 

his round glasses as he 

laughed with Grimes 

from his wheelchair.

“He is a genuine, sim-

ple man. He’s easy to 

please, but he has a lot to 

offer. He simply can just 

light up a room,” Grimes 

said.

About two weeks ago, 

Andrea Kussmaul, a reg-

istered nurse supervisor 

with Mercyhealth, heard 

Cassidy’s wish was to 

visit Sneakers and dance 

one more time. Staffers 

wanted to make it hap-

pen.

“When we heard that, 

we kind of went with it 

and wanted to make sure 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Katharine Buker has been 

prosecuting crimes in Rock 

County for 38 years. For most of 

that time, she said, an armed rob-

bery conviction meant prison—

no ifs, ands or buts.

But in court Friday, the 

assistant district attorney asked a 

judge to give a young armed rob-

ber a chance to avoid prison and 

expunge some of 

his convictions.

Jaden C. Fair, 

18, of 1423 Har-

vey St., Beloit, 

is accused of 

picking up an 

acquaintance in 

Janesville with 

a third man and 

then robbing the acquaintance 

at gunpoint. They got $90 in the 

May 21 incident.

B u k e r  s a i d  h e r 

recommendation reflected 

changes going on nationwide 

in the criminal justice system, 

including the Rock County Evi-

dence-Based Decision Making 

Committee.

Buker’s boss, District Attor-

ney David O’Leary, has pushed for 

reforms on that committee and at 

the state level, where he has taken 

a leadership role.

Some of the “evidence” in the 

effort is data showing that people 

who are sent to prison, especially 

those with no criminal records, 

such as Fair, tend to learn how to 

be criminals.

But what if people like Fair got 

a second chance? Society could be 

spared the costs of a life of crime 

and imprisonment, and the crim-

inal could have a chance to turn 

his or her life around and contrib-

ute to society.

As part of a plea agreement, 

Fair pleaded guilty to armed rob-

bery, possession with intent to 

deliver 200 or fewer grams of mar-

ijuana, felony theft and five mis-

demeanors: possession of drug 

paraphernalia, disorderly con-

duct while armed, armed theft, 

pointing a gun at someone and 

possession of marijuana.

Buker and defense attorney 

Barbara Gerber recommended 

three years of probation, to 

include six months in jail.

They recommended that the 

armed robbery charge be held 

open until Fair completes proba-

tion. If he does so without violat-

ing the rules, the charge would 

be dismissed.

Also, the marijuana trafficking 

and felony theft charges would be 

expunged—wiped off his record.

The misdemeanor charges 

would remain on his record and 

‘More than an armed robber’: Teen given a second chance

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
Democratic Sen. Tammy 

Baldwin asked the head of 
the Air Force on Friday to 
halt discharge proceedings 
against a Wisconsin Air 

N a t i o n a l 
Guard whis-
t l eb lower 
until inves-
t i g a t o r s 
determine 
whether his 
command-
e r s  a re 
retaliating 
against him 

for complaining about sex-
ual assaults in his unit.

Master Sgt. Jay Ellis 
complained to Baldwin last 
year about sexual assaults 
and harassment within his 
115th Fighter Wing squad-
ron, spurring two federal 
investigations that are still 
ongoing.

Ellis filed a separate 
complaint in May alleging 
that his superiors are try-
ing to discharge him on 
medical grounds and deny 
him retirement benefits in 
retaliation. The Wisconsin 
National Guard’s inspec-
tor general is investigating 
those allegations, but the 
discharge process is still 
moving forward.

Baldwin sent a letter to 
Air Force Secretary Barbara 
Barrett asking her to put a 
hold on the discharge pro-
cess until the reprisal inves-
tigation is complete. She 

Senator 
seeks halt  
to officer’s 
discharge

One last dance

Is whistleblower 
facing retaliation 

from commanders?

Baldwin

Hospice patient celebrates 87th birthday at Sneakers

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Pat Cassidy, left, laughs as he talks to Major Grimes, who knows Cassidy’s food order by 
heart, at Sneakers Sports Bar and Grill in Janesville on Friday. Friends and family were cel-
ebrating Cassidy’s 87th birthday at the bar.

Pat Cassidy’s birthday cake was donated by Festival Foods 
for his party at Sneakers Bar and Grill on Friday.

By Matthew Perrone

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

In almost any other 

year it would be hailed as a 

public health victory: The 

smoking rate among U.S. 

high schoolers took its 

biggest hit ever this year, 

federal figures show, fall-

ing to a new low.

Instead the milestone 

was relegated to a lone 

figure at the bottom of a 

government press release 

and went unremarked by 

anti-tobacco groups that 

have spent decades work-

ing to stamp out youth 

smoking.

It’s a new era in the 

tobacco wars—one in 

which the alarming rise 

of underage vaping has 

almost completely over-

shadowed a parallel drop 

in traditional smoking. 

And the pivotal question 

of whether electronic cig-

arettes are inadvertently 

helping to wipe out smok-
ing among young people 
has become a polarizing 
topic: embraced by some 
experts, dismissed by oth-
ers.

“Smoking is disappear-
ing among young peo-
ple and it’s a great public 
health triumph that we are 
failing to celebrate, much 
less even note,” says Ken-
neth Warner, professor 
emeritus at the Univer-
sity of Michigan’s school 
of public health.

E-cigarettes typically 
heat a solution that con-
tains nicotine, the drug 
that makes tobacco addic-
tive. They are generally 
considered less harmful 
than cancer-causing tra-
ditional cigarettes. But 
there is little long-term 
research on the health 
effects of vaping.

With one in four teenag-
ers now using e-cigarettes, 

The vape  
debate 

Teen cigarette use declines 

as vaping gains popularity 
High school students who use cigarettes and e-cigarettes.
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The rate of smoking among teens 
is down; does vaping deserve credit?

Beloit teenager gets rare 
non-prison sentence 
for armed robbery

Fair

Turn to VAPING on Page 9A

Turn to DISCHARGE on Page 8A

Turn to ROBBERY on Page 8A

Turn to DANCE on Page 8A
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