‘Sister Act’ warming up

Spreitzer eyes Senate

Fuzzy business

A cast of strong singers at
Beloit Memorial High School
made the time right to bring
‘Sister Act’ to the stage. kicks,
Page 8B

After succeeding Janis Ringhand
in the Assembly, Beloit Rep. Mark
Spreitzer hopes to follow her
lead again with a state Senate
bid. Page 3A

Players from the Janesville Jets junior
hockey team delivered a big batch of
teddy bears to Mercyhealth Hospital
and Trauma Center earlier this week.
Good Day Janesville, Page 8A
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A healthy infusion

Candidates
key on city
communication
Transparency
would engender
public trust, they say
By Neil Johnson
njohnson@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Gov. Tony Evers speaks during a press conference at the HealthNet of Rock County-Dr. Rex Kolste Medical Clinic where
$1.1 million from the Healthcare Infrastructure Capital Investment Grant Program has been awarded to aid in HealthNet
of Rock County’s expansion of services at their new building on Franklin Street. More than $3.8 million was also awarded
to Edgerton Hospital and Health Services.

Gov. Evers presents HealthNet with seven-figure grant
By Tom Miller
Special to The Gazette
When Ian Hedges woke up
Wednesday morning, he had no
idea it was going to be a million-dollar day.
The CEO of HealthNet of
Rock County was informed later
Wednesday morning that his
organization had been awarded
a state grant.
“We didn’t know for how
much,” he said.
Gov. Tony Evers came to Janesville on Wednesday afternoon
and handed an oversized check
of $1.319 million to Hedges from
the state’s Healthcare Infrastructure Capital Investment Grant
Program.
Poor and uninsured residents
of Rock County will be the benefactors.
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Gov. Tony Evers walks through a pharmaceutical area during a short facility tour
following a press conference at the HealthNet of Rock County-Dr. Rex Kolste Medical Clinic.

It was a little better than
last year.
For one, a forum of
Janesville City Council candidates hosted Wednesday
night by the Rock County
League of Women Voters
was live and in person for
the first time since the start
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
That didn’t draw out
more than about a dozen
residents to the forum at
Janesville City Hall. Yet
those who turned out to the
forum got to see candidates
in person, their faces not
veiled by surgical masks.
City council incumbent Paul Williams, one
of seven candidates running for three open seats
on the council April 5,
joked that his thick, white
mustache—long a signature look for him—is once
again visible to the masses.
For him, that feels like a little better proposition than
the masked-up encounters
of the last couple of years.
Williams and the other
candidates had a few ideas
of what might make things
even better.
Asked by League of
Women Voters forum moderator Nancy Sonntag on
Wednesday what the candidates think the city of
Janesville could improve
upon, more than one candidate said they think better communication would
be key.

Talk to me
Candidate Aaron Burdick, a local sheriff’s office

detective, said he thinks
the city should keep an eye
peeled for chances to diversify its economy by drawing a broader range of job
opportunities. But he said
his gold standard for good
government is constant
improvement to communication.
“Everybody has to take a
little bit of onus on themselves with communication because it’s a two-way
street. It’s transparency, it’s
being able to get the right
information and being able
to articulate that information and get it out in a
timely manner,” Burdick
said.
Williams, a retired tow
truck operator, said he
leaves lines of communication open by hooking his
personal cellphone number to the city of Janesville’s official city council
web page. He said he would
like to see the city’s Department of Public Works—the
largest and most complex
office in the city—refine or
streamline its communication.
One of the most common complaints he said he
hears is from local builders.
“I hear a lot of complaints with builders that
there’s not one person at
City Hall (to talk with)
when they come into City
Hall. They have to go to
all the different divisions
and sometimes they may
get a different person
(who) gives them a different answer to a question.
And that’s frustrating for
builders where they have to
come back and redo something that they’ve already
done,” Williams said.

Housing blues
Incumbent Paul Benson,
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Candidate Roe hails new congressional district map
Changes could
help Democrat’s
chances vs. Steil
By Scott Froehlich
sfroehlich@gazettextra.com
Ann Roe, the Democrat
from Janesville running
against U.S. Rep. Bryan
Steil for his House seat,
hailed the decision by the

Wisconsin Supreme Court
to
rule
in favor
of redistricted election maps
drawn up
by Democratic Gov.
Tony Evers.
“We got Roe
great news
here in WI-01 yesterday!” a
message using shorthand
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•Robert Bucholtz
•Judith A. “Judy” Campbell
•Sylvia L. (Overton) Clemetson

•Thomas W. Lohse
•William “Bill” Pengra

to refer to the district
posted on Roe’s Twitter
account Friday said.
The tweet came a day
after the court’s ruling,
after which Roe followed
up with a campaign statement suggesting the new
map would help her in her
race against current First
District Rep. Bryan Steil, a
Janesville Republican.
“We have a real chance
of beating Bryan Steil this

November and get the people of this district the representation they deserve,”
she said in the statement.
Emails and calls from
The Gazette asking for further comment were not
returned. Steil’s campaign
responded with an email
that did not address the
maps directly.
Late last week, Republican lawmakers filed a
motion asking the state
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justices to stay their decision, then on Monday
filed an appeal to the U.S.
Supreme Court to overrule
the state’s highest court. In
the filing, the Republican
lawmakers cited concerns
over “stark racial discrimination” and violations of
the Voting Rights Act.
According to election forecasting website
FiveThirtyEight, the new
First District would have

a Republican lean of 6 percentage points. The current
tilt of the district toward
Republicans is 14 percentage points.
The shift is because
several municipalities in
the southern portion of
Waukesha County and
the far northeastern corner of Walworth County
will no longer be part of
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