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A hat trick by Conor Joyce 
helps the Janesville Bluebirds 
register a victory over East/La 
Follette in boys hockey

SAY WHAT?

“I’m a 
Minnesota 
girl, and we’re 
racing on a 
golf course 
and it’s super 
cold. I could 
not ask for 
more.”— U.S. 
cross-coun-
try skier Jessie Diggins. 

TODAY’S TOP TICKET

Opening Ceremonies
7-9 p.m., NBC

With a 15-hour time differ-
ence between South Korea and 
the United States, NBC will be 
showing some events—such as 
today’s opening ceremonies on a 
tape-delay basis.

If you want to watch the 
ceremony live, the network’s 
live stream begins at 5 a.m. You 
can obtain the live stream via 
NBCOlympics.com, or on the 
NBC Sports app, which can be 
accessed via Roku, Amazon Fire, 
and Apple TV, as well as other 
mobile devices.

The ceremony will be held 
in the open-air PyeongChang 
Olympic Stadium, with the stage 
in the middle. Both the athletes 
and spectators will have to endure 
the frigid single-digit tempera-
tures, just as Packers fans have 
to do during some December and 
January games at Lambeau Field.

Former Today Show host 
and Olympics reporting veteran 
Katie Couric will return to NBC 
to anchor the event. She will be 
joined by veteran sportscaster 
Mike Tirico, who replaces Bob 
Costas of his primetime hosting 
post of 25 years.

Joshua Cooper Ramo, a 
correspondent who covered 
geo-political and cultural news 
for NBC during the 2008 Summer 
Olympic Games in Beijing, rounds 
out the trio of TV hosts.

THE NUMBERS

$1,000
The cost of a pair of downhill 

training skis, which apparently 
are being damaged by the icy 
conditions at the Jeongseon 
Alpine Center. “They’re turning 
their skis into garbage real fast,” a 
start technician told Reuters news 
service.

13,500
The number of eggs Norway’s 

Olympic team will be sending 
back after a breakfast order went 
sunny side up. Norway thought it 
was ordering 1,500 eggs from a 
Korean distributor for the Games 
but a translation mistake caused 
15,000 to be delivered instead.

50
Miles from the mountains of 

Pyeongchang to the North Korean 
border.

149
Number of NHL players that 

participated in the 2014 Winter 
Olympics at Sochi. No current 
players will be in Pyeongchang, 
after the league decided its best 
interests were not served by 
shutting down in midseason for 
three weeks like it did the last five 
Winter Olympics.

$900 million
The amount of ads NBC has 

sold.

4
Number of new sports in this 

Olympics, including a mass start 
speedskating event featuring 24 
skaters that has been compared 
to a NASCAR race on ice.

3
 Mikaela Shiffrin’s goal is to 

do what no skier has ever done 
— win five gold medals on the 
slopes. The young American star 
probably won’t do that, but there’s 
a good chance she can win three, 
something skiers have done only 
three times. 

Diggens

By Tom Haudricourt

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Because Chicago Cubs fans have so 
outnumbered Milwaukee Brewers fans 
when those National League Central 
rivals play at Miller Park, it has been 
called “Wrigley Field North.”

That disparity in fan representation 
has been even more pronounced in re-
cent years as the Cubs became a power-

house team, winning the World Series 
in 2016 to end a 108-year drought. That 
phenomenon has greatly aggravated 
the Brewers fans who do show up be-
cause they get shouted out in their own 
ballpark.

With that in mind, the Brewers an-
nounced the opportunity Thursday for 
their own fans to get first dibs on the 
10 home games against the Cubs during 
the 2018 season:

In a release distributed to media 
by the club, it states: “The Crew wants 
Miller Park to be filled with loud and 
proud Wisconsin fans when they cheer 
on the boys of summer against their 

division foe this year.”
Beginning at 9 a.m. today and con-

tinuing through 11:59 p.m. Feb. 15, res-
idents of Wisconsin can go to Brewers.
com/wisconsinpresale to purchase up 
to eight tickets to any of those 10 home 
games against the Cubs. You must have 
a valid Wisconsin address to qualify.

As any Brewers fan who lives in 
southern Wisconsin can tell you, there 
are many Cubs fans living north of the 
border. So, they’ll have no problem 
jumping in early to get tickets to those 
games to cheer on their favorite team.

This program also won’t stop Brew-
ers fans from buying the tickets, put-

ting them on the secondary market and 

making some money when Cubs fans 

willingly pay what it takes. Brewers 

fans who do attend Cubs games can 

tell you there has been plenty of that 

going on in recent years, leading to the 

frustration of louder cheering for the 

visitors.

All of that aside, you have to give the 

Brewers credit for making it easier for 

their own fans to attend home games 

against the Cubs. It probably won’t 

stop the “Wrigley Field North” scenar-

io from playing out again, but they get 

an “A” for effort.

Brewers send Illinois Cubs fans to back of line
Team gives first shot                    

at tickets to in-state fans

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Edgerton’s Bethany Oren takes a shot over Big Foot’s Payton Courier in the paint during their game 
in Edgerton on Thursday. Oren scored 18 points, but the Crimson Tide lost 68-34.

BIG TEN BASKETBALL

By Jeff Potrykus

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

CHAMPAIGN, ILL.

One streak died and one 
lives on.

Wisconsin entered its Big 
Ten game 
Thursday 
riding a 
five-game 
l o s i n g 
streak.

Host Illinois had lost 12 con-
secutive games to UW, howev-
er.

The Badgers ended their 
losing streak and continued 
their domination of the Illini 
with a 78-69 victory at the State 
Farm Center.

Ethan Happ was on fire 
early and fashioned perhaps 
his best overall performance 
of the season with 27 points, 
eight assists, six rebounds and 
three blocks to lead the way.

UW finished with 20 assists 
and just 10 turnovers; Illinois 
finished with seven assist and 
13 turnovers.

The Badgers (11-15, 4-9 Big 
Ten) won for the first time since 
Jan. 19, when they routed the 
Illini (12-13, 2-10) in Madison.

UW is alone in 10th place—
the bottom four teams play 
on Day 1 of the Big Ten tour-
nament—one game ahead of 
Minnesota (14-12, 3-10) and 
Iowa (12-14, 3-10).

The Badgers also defeated 
Illinois for the 13th consec-
utive time, including six in a 
row in Champaign.

Next up for UW is a home 
game Sunday against Michi-
gan (19-7, 8-5), which is coming 
off a 61-52 loss to Northwest-
ern.

Freshman guard Brad Davi-
son, who sat the final 5 minutes 
17 seconds of the first half af-
ter picking up his second foul, 
contributed 14 points and five 
assists. He hit 2 of 4 3-pointers.

Sophomore guard Brevin 
Pritz bounced back from two 
ugly performances with a 
strong all-around effort.

Pritzl contributed 16 points 
and six rebounds in the first 
victory over Illinois. He hit 3 
of 6 3-pointers and 6 of 13 shots 
overall. In the next five games, 
however, he hit 7 of 30 3-point-
ers (23.3 percent) and 10 of 38 
shots overall (26.3 percent).

Pritzl played a season-low 
six minutes in UW’s 68-63 loss 
at Maryland. His turnover in 
the closing seconds of the first 
half led to a breakaway and he 

Big Foot stomps Tide
By John Barry

jbarry@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

Walworth Big Foot doubled 
up on Edgerton in Rock Valley 

C o n f e r -
ence girls 
basketball 
Thursday 
night.

Courtney Schoenbeck 
scored a game-high 21 points 
and Reagan Courier added 15 
to lead the Chiefs to a 68-34 
win.

Big Foot (14-5, 13-2) won its 
sixth straight and remained 
one game behind first-place 
Jefferson with two games to 
play.

Leading 13-7 with 13:05 to 
play in the first half, Big Foot 
went on a 12-4 run to go up 
25-11 with 7:11 left. The Chiefs 
eventually led 37-14 at the 
break behind a combined 27 
points from Schoenbeck and 
Courier.

Big Foot coach Rick Schoen-
beck said it was nice to have 
a game that was decided early 
on and one in which he could 
clear his bench early in the sec-
ond half.

“These girls have learned 
how to win, they know how to 
win and are having fun play-
ing the game right now,” coach 
Schoenbeck said. “We’re a dif-
ferent team than we were ear-
lier in the year. The younger 
girls are starting to understand 
their roles and are playing with 
confidence. They didn’t have 
that earlier in the year.

“We’re peaking at the right 
time, and as a coach, that’s 
what you’re hoping for at this 
time of the season. Our goals 
are still in front of us.”

Edgerton came in having 
won two straight and three of 
its last four after starting the 
season 3-12. 

Wisconsin 78

Illinois 69

Big Foot 68

Edgerton 34

Gazette staff

Middleton’s       3-point         

barrage in the first half was too 

much for visiting Janesville 

Parker on 

Thursday.

T h e 

Cardinals 

hit nine 

3-pointers in the first half 

that started an 80-48 Big Eight 

Conference boys basketball 

victory over the Vikings.

Parker coach Keith Mill-

er could only shake his head 

when talking about the Cardi-

nals’ outside shooting.

“They were lighting it up,” 

Miller said. “Once, we even 
fouled the guy shooting and he 
still made it. That was kind of 
the night they had.”

Middleton finished the first 
half with a 54-16 lead as the 
Cardinals improved to 9-6 in 

the Big Eight and 11-8 overall.

“Probably seven or eight of 

those 3s, we had hands in their 

faces,” Miller said. “They were 

knocking it down.”

Miller did take some op-

timism from the second half 

when the Vikings outscored 

their hosts 32-26.

“I like how we responded,” 

Miller said. “We had good ef-

fort. That’s something we can 

build off of. We have a day 

off (today because of a snow 

day) so we’ll go right from the 

second half down to Beloit on 

Saturday night.”

Junior guard Tremar Curry 

led the Vikings with 20 points, 

but he was the only Viking to 

reach double figures.

Parker is 1-14 in the Big 

Eight and 2-17 overall.
MIDDLETON 80, PARKER 48

Parker (48)—Dahlke, 2-3-8; Lippens, 

0-1-1; Thompson, 3-1-7; Ellison, 2-2-7; 

Curry, 7-5-20; Stricklin, 1-0-3; Garvoille, 

1-0-2. Totals: 12-4 12-20-48.

Middleton (80)—Hildebrand, 1-0-3; 

Close, 6-0-15; Vergenz, 2-0-5; Ticknor, 

2-1-6; Roden, 3-0-6; Michaels, 3-1-8; 

Roquet, 2-2-8; Klubertanz, 2-2-6; Brunk-

er, 4-4-18; Boyle, 1-2-4. Totals: 18-10 13-

14—80.

Parker       16 32—48

Middleton     54 26—80

Three-point goals—Parker 4 (Dahlke, 

Ellison, Curry, Stricklin), Middleton 10 

(Hildebrand, Close 3, Ticknor, Michaels, 

Roquet 2, Brunker 2). Free throws 

missed—Parker 8, Middleton 1. Total 

fouls—Parker 13, Middleton 13.

Long-range shooting downs Parker
Middleton hits nine 3-pointers in first half en route to 32-point victory over Vikings

 Probably seven or eight 

of those 3s, we had hands 

in their faces. They were                                   

knocking it down.

Parker coach Keith Miller

“ ”
Middleton 80

Parker 48

Chiefs winning 
streak hits six

Turn to ROCK on Page 3B

Illinois 
perfect 

tonic
Badgers snap losing 

streak by beating Illini 
for 13th straight time

Turn to BADGERS on Page 2B
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