
Gazette
The

CELEBRATING 175 YEARS OF LOCAL JOURNALISM

Wednesday, September 2, 2020 • $1.50

Classified . . . . .9B-10B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .6B

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . 10A

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .8A

Nation/World  . .7B-8B

Opinion . . . . . . . .4A-5A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . .10B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .5B

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
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•James P. Chrislaw
•Frank Cockerham
•Helen M. Cooper

•Kelly Jo (Stout) Ellertson
•Ethyle M. Harvey
•James “Jim” Hessenauer
•Janette M. Koebler Sill
•Nancy Marie Mancuso
•Joseph H. Nash

•Roger L. “Ike” Olstad
•Eunice M. (Johnson) Scobie
•Alta May Steinke
•Bradley A. Whitford

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 59  
Warmer with lots 

of sun
More on 9A
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By Zeke Miller and Jonathan Lemire

Associated Press

KENOSHA

President Donald Trump stood at the epicen-

ter of the latest eruption over racial injustice Tues-

day and came down squarely on the side of law 

enforcement, blaming “domestic terror” for the 

violence here and making no nod to the underly-

ing cause of anger and protests—the shooting of 

another Black man by police.

Trump declared the violence “anti-American.” 

He did not mention Jacob Blake, who was left par-

alyzed after being shot in the back seven times by 

an officer last week in Kenosha.

Soon after arriving in the city—a visit made 

over the objections of state and local leaders—

Trump toured the charred remains of a block 

besieged by violence and fire. With the scent of 

smoke still in the air, he spoke to the owners 

of a century-old store that had been destroyed 

and continued to link the violence to the Dem-

ocrats, blaming those in charge of Kenosha and 

M
ILTON—“Neil, Thank you for 
the yummy Apple you gave 
me,” my kindergarten teacher, 

Mrs. Pohl, wrote on a pow-
der-blue construction 
paper heart. The date: Sep-
tember 1984.

The old thank-you card 
is a relic from an earlier 
millennium, the sort of 
thing you keep tucked away 
in a scrapbook in the attic. 
You trot it out when some-
one wants evidence that late 20th-cen-
tury schoolboys actually gave their 
teachers apples.

The great unknown

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Twin brothers Quinn, left, and Levi Johnson, 5, peer through the locked school door as someone comes to greet them 
and take them to their classrooms at Milton East Elementary School on Tuesday. Below: Gazette reporter Neil Johnson pats 
his son Levi’s head to say goodbye on Levi and Quinn’s first day of kindergarten.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

For Richie Degaro and his mother, 

Sabrina, the first day of instruction in 

Janesville schools today will be filled 

with excitement, nervous tension and 

unknowns.

Richie, who is going into sixth grade 

at Franklin Middle School, must adjust 

to a new style of learning in his first 

year of middle school.

The coronavirus pandemic will 

bring even more changes because 

Richie is learning in person rather 

than virtually.

Janesville School District students 

spent Tuesday, the first official day of 

school, meeting their teachers and 

learning how in-person school will 

work this year. Families and teachers 

discussed learning styles, students’ 

strengths and weaknesses, how each 

child handled the pivot to learning at 

home in spring, and parent concerns.

The Degaros, along with dad 

Rich, met with Elizabeth Lamont, a 

Janesville schools start with individual meetings

It must have been a dandy of an 

apple. I imagine I spent the whole 

ride to school puffing hot kid breath 

on that apple and buffing it against 

my striped, Bert-and-Ernie T-shirt.

For obvious reasons, there will be 

no apple polishing at school this year.

As I packed Quinn and Levi’s 

backpacks for their first day of kin-

dergarten Tuesday morning, I dou-

ble-checked that we’d tucked in their 

new teachers’ gift-wrapped sur-

prises. This year, in place of an apple, 

the boys are giving their teachers 

new cotton face masks with teacher 

memes printed on them.

As I drove my twin sons up High-

way 26 to Milton East Elementary 

School, I thought about the pecu-

liar, sudden shift in tradition brought 

about by the COVID-19 era: Cloth 

face mask is the new apple.

New kindergartners not the only ones with plenty to learn this school year

NEIL JOHNSON

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rock County judges have decided to ease back 

toward normal operations after more than four 

months when nearly all court hearings were either 

postponed or held using the Zoom conferencing 

app.

Some hearings will now be held in person, 

despite the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

“We’re looking at a very small number (of hear-

ings),” Judge Karl Hanson said.

The judges determined that as of Monday, they 

had met the benchmarks they set in their reopen-

ing plan.

Rock County judges 
now allowing some 
in-person hearings

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Mario Rice has his temperature taken by a new 
free-standing temperature kiosk before entering the 
Rock County Courthouse on Tuesday afternoon. The 
kiosks are among the measures implemented to pro-
tect against spread of the coronavirus.

Instruction begins today

Turn to COURT on Page 10A

Turn to MEETINGS on Page 9A

Turn to UNKNOWN on Page 9A

Trump gives  
his blessing  

to authorities
President tours damage left  

after Kenosha demonstrations

Turn to TRUMP on Page 9A

Pressure campaign
Players, coaches and even 

the president are trying 

to convince the Big Ten to 

reverse course and have 

a football season this fall. 

Page 1B

Vote of confidence
State’s top elections  

official thinks Wisconsin  

is ready to pull off the  

November general election 

despite worries over security, 

mail-in surge. Page 2A

Positive tests
Beloit College said 

two students have 

tested positive for 

the new coronavirus 

and are now  

isolating. Page 3A
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