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thunderstorms
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Janesville police officer responded to 

a report of shots fired early Monday morn-

ing and found 12 shell casings in a drive-

way.

No one would admit to firing the 

rounds.

The officer also found illegal fireworks 

at the scene on Greenwood Drive on the 

city’s east side and cited a woman for pos-

sessing them.

That was one of about 20 municipal 

citations issued for fireworks possession 

over the long holiday weekend.

Police Lt. Mike Blaser said Tuesday he 

didn’t have comparison figures, but offi-

cers thought that was more than usual.

The incidents might seem like harm-

less fun to some, but officers had to con-

sider that when someone reports illegal 

fireworks in their neighborhood, they 

might actually be hearing gunshots, Bla-

ser said.

Second-shift officers responded to 20 

fireworks complaints Friday, 50 Saturday 

and 51 Sunday.

Often, officers were so busy with these 

and other calls that they arrived after a 

person’s fireworks had all been used. 

Other times, ordinance violators scattered 

as police showed up, leaving no one to cite.

“That’s why our arrest rate isn’t as high 

as it should be,” Blaser said.

Adults who were cited in Janesville 

face fines of $263. Those 17 and younger 

can be fined $100.
No one was reported injured, and no 

fires were started by fireworks in Janes-
ville, although police were particularly 
concerned about fires because the current 
drought conditions have left a lot of fuel 
lying around, Blaser said.

In one incident on Cherry Street on the 
west side, a bottle rocket “went out of con-
trol” just before midnight Sunday, accord-
ing to a police report, and broke a neigh-
bor’s window.

The city paid overtime July 1 to 6 so 
two officers could dedicate their time to 

Police: 20 cited for fireworks violations

By Paul Wiseman  

and Joseph Pisani

AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON
The owners of restau-

rants, amusement parks 
and retail shops, many 
of them desperate for 

workers, are sounding an 
unusual note of gratitude 
this summer:

Thank goodness for 
teenagers.

As the U.S. economy 
bounds back with unex-
pected speed from the pan-
demic recession and cus-
tomer demand intensifies, 
high school-age kids are 
filling jobs that older work-
ers can’t—or won’t.

The result is that teens 

who are willing to bus 
restaurant tables or serve 
as water-park lifeguards 
are commanding $15, 
$17 or more an hour, plus 
bonuses in some instances 
or money to help pay for 
school classes. The trend 
marks a shift from the 
period after the 2007-09 
Great Recession, when 
older workers often took 
such jobs and teens were 
sometimes squeezed out.

This time, an acute 
labor shortage, especially 
at restaurants, tourism and 
entertainment businesses, 
has made teenage workers 
highly popular again.

“We’re very thankful 

they are here,’’ says Akash 
Kapoor, CEO of Curry Up 
Now. Fifty teenagers are 
working this summer at 
his five San Francisco-area 
Indian street food restau-
rants, up from only about 

a dozen last year. “We may 
not be open if they weren’t 
here. We need bodies.”

The proportion of Amer-
icans ages 16 to 19 who are 
working is higher than it 
has been in years: In May, 
33.2% of them had jobs, the 
highest such percentage 
since 2008. Though the fig-
ure dipped to 31.9% in June, 
the Labor Department 

Teens take their place in the workforce, helping out needy employers
31.9% of US teens 
had jobs in June

Second-shift officers  
fielded hundreds of calls  
from Friday to Sunday

Teens who are willing to bus restaurant tables or serve  

as water-park lifeguards are commanding $15, $17 or more 

an hour, plus bonuses in some instances or money  

to help pay for school classes.

Turn to TEENS on Page 5A

Turn to FIREWORKS on Page 9A

By Frank Schultz and Neil Johnson

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE
A multivehicle crash on Inter-

state 90/39 closed the roadway 
and diverted traffic onto Janes-
ville’s city streets for a second 
straight day.

The northbound lanes of the 
Interstate were open at about 
10:15 p.m. Tuesday, but the 
southbound lanes remained 
closed, a Rock County Commu-
nications Center supervisor said. 
The supervisor said a Wiscon-
sin State Patrol official told him 
they hoped the southbound lanes 
would open by midnight.

Interstate traffic was diverted 
onto Highway 14 in Janesville 
after a semitrailer truck and mul-
tiple vehicles crashed and started 
on fire on the Interstate on the 
north side of Janesville.

State Patrol Sgt. Bret Manke 
told The Gazette late Tuesday 
afternoon that the crash involved 
a semitrailer truck loaded with 
potatoes and multiple other 
vehicles. It happened at about 
1:40 p.m. in the southbound 
lanes of the Interstate near the 
Humes Road exit.

Manke said the state patrol 
was still investigating what 

caused the crash. He said three 

people suffered what he called 

“non-incapacitating” and 

“non-life-threatening” injuries.

The crashes resulted in large 

plumes of thick, dark gray smoke 

visible from a distance.

A Gazette reporter who viewed 

the crash scene from a pine tree 

in the 1800 block of Green Val-

ley Drive said it appeared four 

cars and a semitrailer truck were 

involved. Others in the neighbor-

hood viewed the aftermath from 

trees, as well, because of 12-foot-

tall sound barriers along the 

roadway.

Fire crews worked Tues-

day afternoon to extinguish the 

semitrailer truck that was fully 

engulfed in flames. A Gazette 

reporter observed at least two 

cars in the crash that also were 

on fire.

Another car had crashed 

through a concrete barrier in 

the median, and a fourth car was 

overturned at the barrier.

Large chunks of burned debris 

had fallen into yards of homes 

along the Interstate.

The source of the debris was 

unclear, but a section of the 

trailer attached to the burning 

semi appeared to be melted and 

smoldering.

At about 2:15 p.m., occasional 

popping sounds could be heard 

coming from the crash scene.

The crash remained under 

investigation Tuesday afternoon.

The Wisconsin State Patrol 

and local police as of midafter-

noon had begun routing traf-

fic off I-90/39 between Edger-

ton and Janesville. Authorities 

designated a detour that directs 

traffic off the southbound lanes 

of I-90/39 at Edgerton. The route 

continues south on Highway 51 

to Highway 14 east through 

Janesville.

Traffic could reenter I-90/39 

NOT AGAIN

Photo submitted by Dave Sheen (above); Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com (below)
Above: Emergency crews respond to a multivehicle crash and fire in the southbound lanes of Interstate 90/39 
in Janesville on Tuesday. Below: An overturned car rests on a concrete barrier after Tuesday’s crash and fire.

Another messy multivehicle crash closes  
Interstate 90/39 through Janesville 

for hours on second consecutive day

Turn to CRASH on Page 9A

Help wanted
The Humane Society 
of Southern  
Wisconsin needs  
volunteers to help 
foster kittens.  
Page 3A

UW System tuition
Despite the potential end 
of the tuition freeze in the 
next state budget, the UW 
System regents might keep 
the in-state undergrad rate 
where it is. Page 2A

Suns claim Game 1
Giannis Antetokounmpo 
returned to the Bucks’ lineup, 
but Chris Paul scored 32 
points for Phoenix in a 118-105 
victory in each player’s Finals 
debut. Page 1B
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