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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Laraine Blackburn

•Lloyd Gahart Jr.

•Edwin D. Harnack
•Jody Scott  
Manske-Davidson-Abraham

•Judith Pratt
•James “Jim” Scharfenberg

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 36 | Low 28  
A little morning 

snow, up to 1 inch
More on 9A

Signs of progress
A Janesville School District 

official reported to the 

school board Tuesday  

night on a variety of  

student goals. Page 3A

All smiles for Craig
Janesville Craig beat  

Janesville Parker in a Big Eight  

gymnastics dual meet  

Tuesday night. Page 1B

By Matthew Daly and Catherine Lucey

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

In a wild Oval Office confron-

tation, President Donald Trump 

heatedly threatened to shut down 

the U.S. government Tuesday as 

he and Democratic leaders bick-

ered over funding for his prom-

ised border wall and offered a 

grim preview of life in Washing-

ton the next two years under di-

vided government.

Trump and House and Senate 

Democratic leaders Nancy Pelosi 

and Chuck Schumer squabbled 

for more than 15 minutes in the 

stunning, televised encounter. 

Each of them, especially Trump, 

interrupted the others to ques-

tion facts, quibble over election 

results and lob insults.

Trump questioned Pelosi’s 

ability to count votes in her own 

House. She questioned his man-

hood—after she left the building.

The public clash marked 

Trump’s first meeting with the 

newly empowered Democrats 

since their midterm victories that 

put them in control of the House, 

laying bare the tensions on both 

sides and suggesting how divid-

ed government might work—or 

not—as the 2020 presidential 

election nears.

Neither the public nor the 

private face-to-face portion of 

the meeting appeared to resolve 

the wall-funding dispute with a 

partial shutdown looming Dec. 

21. However, Pelosi said Trump 

called her later in the afternoon 

and told her the White House 

was looking at options she and 

Schumer had laid out.

In the public debate, Trump 

sounded more determined than 

ever to allow a partial government 

‘I will be the one to shut it down’
In televised confrontation with Democratic leaders, Trump  

maintains hardline position on border wall funding

Associated Press
House Minority Leader Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.; Vice President Mike 
Pence; President Donald Trump; and Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., argue during a meeting in the Oval Office of the White 
House on Tuesday.Turn to SHUTDOWN on Page 9A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

W
hen it’s completed, the 
Blain Gilbertson Fami-
ly Heritage Pedestrian 
Bridge will be a place 

to cross the Rock River on foot in the 

heart of Janesville’s downtown.

Or a place to stop and sit.

Or even a place to congregate for 

small events.

Or, as the main benefactor who is 

fueling the bridge’s construction, Mick 

Gilbertson, said: The bridge will be a 

place to catch glimpses of Janesville’s 

heritage and of a newer generation of 

heritage that some are helping to bring 

to the city’s downtown.

At a discussion panel Tuesday night 

organized by public-private down-

town revitalization group ARISEnow, 

Gilbertson unveiled new architectural 

drawings and concepts for the planned 

Blain Gilbertson bridge, which will 

span the Rock River between Court and 

Milwaukee streets.

Under designs Gilbertson showed 

Tuesday night at a discussion panel at 

the Janesville Performing Arts Center, 

the bridge would tie together the west 

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

BELOIT

A spate of local leaders and residents ex-

pressed support for a proposed $405 mil-

lion casino and resort in Beloit on Tuesday, 

calling the development a boon for the local 

economy.

Rock County Administrator Josh Smith 

told U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs repre-

sentatives that the county is “strongly in 

support” of the Ho-Chunk Nation’s planned 

casino.

He said the project could generate thou-

sands of jobs and hundreds of millions 

of dollars in economic output and help A bridge to span eras

Submitted photo
This conceptual image shows the pedestrian bridge ARISEnow plans to build over the Rock River between the Milwaukee and Court 
street bridges in downtown Janesville.

Group unveils fresh look  
for planned ARISE feature

Turn to BRIDGE on Page 10A

Residents put 
their money 

on casino

TO COMMENT
Written comments on the draft environ-

mental impact statement must arrive on or 
before Dec. 24.

Comments may be emailed to Scott 
Doig, environmental protection specialist, 
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, at scott.doig@
bia.gov.

They may be mailed to Midwest Regional 
Offices, U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, Nor-
man Pointe II Building, 5600 W. American 
Blvd., Suite 500, Bloomington MN, 55347.

$405 million facility would be 
adjacent to Interstate 90/39

Turn to CASINO on Page 10A

Craig’s Ariyana Stalsberg u
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