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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 10A
•Paul R. Lynts
•Garrett James Nickel
•Kenneth G. Olsen
•Keith Ostic
•Roberta “Bobbi” Oxford

•Richard E. Skyles
•Thomas J. Suchanek
•Kenneth G. Venable Jr.
•James H. “Jim” Wolff
•Dian J. (Sherman) Wynn

Strong start
The Bucks scored 

40 points in the first 

quarter, never trailed 

and upended the 76ers 

124-117 on Thursday. 

Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 57 | Low 44  
A passing shower 

this afternoon
More on 11A
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........23 -23 15,416
Deaths ........0 0 167
 Total Change
Hosp. ..... 10 (April 19) -7 (from April 12)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 14%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

JANESVILLE
Kelly Wilson takes comfort in one 

true and powerful memory of her 
husband, James Arlen Wilson Jr., lov-
ingly known as Jimmy.

Kelly is walking down the aisle of 
Janesville’s Church of Christ on her 
wedding day, Aug. 6, 1994.

She locks eyes with Jimmy, stand-
ing at the altar in his white tuxedo 
with tails and a flashy red vest with 
matching bow tie.

“The smile on his face is a memory 
I will always keep,” Kelly said between 

tears. “Jimmy was my world. He was my best friend.”
Fifty-year-old Jimmy died April 13 at his Janesville 

home. He most recently worked in maintenance at 
Garden Court Apartments.

Friends and family agree that the greatest joy of 
his life was marrying Kelly more than 25 years ago.

At age 24, Jimmy—a man with Down syndrome 
and a fierce trust in God—overcame obstacle after 
obstacle to take his place at the altar.

His mother, Jan Ripp Scott, remembers all the 
naysayers, beginning with Jimmy’s birth at the hos-
pital.

“They wanted me to put him in an institution,” 
Ripp Scott said. “The doctor said Jimmy would be a 

Tribute to Jimmy: 

‘No one will ever  
forget that man’

Gazette file photo by Angela Major
Jimmy Wilson holds his wife, Kelly, as the two sit on the 
couch watching television at their home in Janesville in 
2019. Jimmy died April 13 at the age of 50 at his Janes-
ville home.
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Beloit College professor 

Ron Watson’s entire body 

shakes when police stop him 

for simple traffic incidents.

When Watson hears about 

another Black person dying at 

the hands of police officers, he 

said he sometimes has to take 

a mental health day to decom-

press.

The rightful fear Black peo-

ple carry, caused by decades 

of racism, is among the stress-

ors that can cause health 

problems such as diabetes, 

hypertension and infant mor-

tality at disproportionate 

rates compared to white peo-

ple, Watson said.

The relationship between 

public health and racism 

was the topic of this year’s 

Stand Against Racism Day, 

an annual campaign by the 

YWCA Rock County to build 

community, work toward 

racial justice and raise aware-

ness of racism’s effects.

Thursday’s virtual event 

featured Watson and Ian 

Hedges, CEO of HealthNet of 

Rock County, as speakers.

During a Q&A with YWCA 

racial justice coordinator 

Amiee Leavy, Watson said the 

internalized stress caused by 

racism isn’t limited to one per-

son. It can influence genetics, 

which can be passed down to 

children.

Local leaders discuss how racism harms health of people, community

Watson

Turn to JIMMY on Page 11A

Turn to RACISM on Page 9A

Children celebrate Earth Day at Rotary Botanical Gardens

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville City Council voted 

in February to help fight climate 

change and save money.

A group of people from around the 

area who worked on that council res-

olution got together Thursday to talk 

about the complexities of doing both.

One thing was clear: Janesville 

will not be on its own. Other cities, 

government agencies and businesses 

are working on the problem, and 
Janesville is behind some, such as 
Eau Claire, speakers said.

“Never in our history has it been 
so clear to so many that we need to 
make a change,” said Megan Levy of 
the state Office of Energy Innovation.

The virtual Earth Day gathering 
was sponsored by the local League 
of Women Voters, the Welty Environ-
mental Center and the Ice Age Trail 
Alliance.

One of the entities working on the 
problem is a huge producer of carbon 
dioxide: Alliant Energy. Alliant has 
set a goal of reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions by 50% by 2030 from 2005 
levels, Alliant’s Jeff Hanson said.

The utility also is working to 
decommission coal-fired electric-
ity plants by 2040 and to reach net 

zero carbon emissions by 2050 in its 

energy production.

Alliant’s investors and customers 

are calling for those changes, Han-

son said.

“We’re putting all the chips into 

the middle of the table to figure 

out how to get there,” Hanson said. 

Among those chips is heavy invest-

ment in solar and wind energy.

The Janesville council’s resolu-

tion called for reaching carbon-neu-

tral emissions by 2050.

Carbon dioxide is a major force in 

heating the atmosphere. The effects, 

scientists predict, include harsher 

storms, floods and droughts along 

with rising sea levels that could com-

bine with the more intense weather 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Nicolai Hallet, 7, hops along the arched bridge with his mother and brother trailing behind during an Earth Day celebration 
with activities for children at Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville on Thursday.

Climate change challenge
On Earth Day, officials  
discuss ways to achieve  

a carbon-neutral Janesville
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