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BELOIT
After Republican state 

Sen. Steve Nass, R-La 
Grange, officially asked 
Wisconsin GOP legisla-
tive leaders to sue the UW 
System over its handling 
of systemwide COVID-
19 protocols, Gov. Tony 
Evers, during a 
visit to Beloit Col-
lege on Wednes-
day, put his full 
support behind 
system leaders.

Nass sent a let-
ter to Assembly 
Speaker Robin 
Vos, R-Roches-
ter, and Senate 
Majority Leader Devin 
LeMahieu, R-Oostburg, 
on Tuesday demanding 
they file a lawsuit forc-
ing system leaders to sub-
mit COVID-19 protocols 
to the Senate’s Adminis-
trative Rules Committee 
for approval after system 
leaders refused to do so.

Nass has been an out-
spoken critic of the UW 
System in the past and 
co-chairs the rules com-
mittee.

Evers said the call by 
Nass for a lawsuit was 
“hard to believe.”

“I understand the UW 
System has the ability to 
navigate this world with-
out approval from Sen. 
Nass, and I know they will 
continue to do that,” Evers 
said. “I think the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin System 
has the ability to protect 

their faculty, staff 
and most impor-
tantly, the stu-
dents. If it goes to 
court, the Legisla-
ture will lose and 
Wisconsin will 
win.”

It is currently 
unclear whether 
Vos or LeMahieu 

will take the action Nass 
called for.

UW System President 
Tommy Thompson has 
said previously the system 
has a legal right to man-
age itself and does not 
need legislative approval 
for policy development.

Governor addresses 
vaccine hesitancy

Evers also touched on 

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

While the mu variant of 
COVID-19 has not been iden-
tified in Rock County, the vari-
ant—which is believed to be pos-
sibly resistant to currently avail-
able vaccines—has been detected 
in other parts of Wisconsin.

“Based on the preliminary 

data, scientists think that the mu 

variant may have a higher trans-

missibility and a decreased level 

of protection from vaccines,” 

Rock County Public Health 

Department specialist Jessica 

Turner said in an email to Adams 

Publishing Group. “But studies 

are still being done to determine 

whether this is the case. At this 

time the delta variant is still the 

primary variant of concern due 

to its widespread transmission.”

The mu variant is not being 

reported on the Department 

of Health Service website yet 

because it is still classified as a 

variant of interest, not a variant 

of concern.

As of Wednesday, Turner said 

the delta variant accounts for 

99% of the variants identified 

in the region. Only a very small 

percentage of Rock County’s con-

firmed cases are put through the 

sequencing process that identi-

fies the variant, but it is gener-

ally enough to get a good picture 

of what is occurring, she said.

Between July 19 and Aug. 18, 

the most current data available, 

293 samples from south central 

Wisconsin were sequenced; 291 

of them were found to be the 

delta variant, Turner said.

The variants identified in 

the county include alpha, beta, 

gamma and delta.

In Wisconsin, 3,027,602 peo-

ple have completed the COVID-

19 vaccine series, or 52% of the 

population. In Illinois, 6,814,917 

people or 53.5 % of eligible res-

idents have received both doses 

of vaccine, according to health 

agencies in both states.

61.2% of eligible people in 

Rock County had completed the 

vaccine series as of Wednesday.

On Wednesday, Rock County 

reported 10 new COVID-19 cases 

and no deaths. A total of 17,844 

cases and 193 deaths have been 

recorded in the county since the 

pandemic began.

There were 17,048 people in 

Rock County who recovered from 

COVID-19 and 603 active cases. 

There were 24 people hospital-

ized in the county as of Tuesday.

Wisconsin reported an average 
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 9A
•Deborah Ann Bartholomay
•Lucille R. “Lucy” Bartz
•Katherine Ellen Henze
•Calvin Johansen
•Marriette J. “Mary” (Gorniak) LaBuguen
•Dolores Eileen Schumacher

•Trevor Scott Shoemaker
•Helen A. (Prior) Smith
•Timothy Cronin Terrill
•Daniel A. Wiedman
•Richard John Ziemendorf

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 77 | Low 52  

Mostly sunny  
and pleasant
More on 10A

Good Day, Janesville
The Gazette debuts a new page that 

features stories meant to put smiles 

on the faces of readers, such as one 

about a ‘blessed’ cancer survivor 

and another about a new pumpkin 

patch in the area. Page 7A

Football weekend
Milton coach lauds youth 

encouragement, depth of 

Waunakee, the top-ranked 

team in Division 2—and the 

Red Hawks’ foe Friday night. 

Page 1B

©2021 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

GARDENING

Flower power

It’s Christmas in September 

for amateur planters as Rotary 

Botanical Gardens hosts is 

annual fall plant sale this week-

end at the organization’s  horit-

cultural center, 825 

Sharon Road, 

Janesville.
In addi-

tion to mums, 

perennials and 

asters, the sale 

features deals on bulbs 

and compost. 

Members of the gardens’ 

friends group will receive 10% 

off on all purchases throughout 

the sale, and a special “ mem-

bers-only” sale is planned from 

4-7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 9. 

Sale hours for members of 

the general public are from 9 

a.m.-5 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 

Sept. 10-11, and from 10 a.m.-4 

p.m. Sunday, Sept. 12.

For more information, call 

608-752-3885 or visit rotary 

botanicalgardens.org.

ARTS & CRAFTS

Carve out some time

Members of the Rock River 

Valley Carvers of Wisconsin 

will display their work during 

the club’s show and sale from 9 

a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 11, at 

the Rock County 4-H Fair-

grounds, 1301 Craig Ave., 

quick kicks
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In ‘Living’
An auction of the iconic gangster’s 

prized possessions offers buyers 

a chance to ‘own Capone.’ Page 3C

PROVHY

By Joel Patenaude

jpatenaude@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Average Joe Schmoes such 

as you and I would do well to avoid join-

ing a seasoned improv comic on stage.

Trying to keep up with a pro pulling 

funny bits out of thin air would no doubt leave 

us sputtering unfunny nonsense in response.

But what if we were under hypnosis, lacking 

all inhibitions and fear of embarrassment? How 

would we fair in the hands of one of the world’s 

best improvisers then?

A few members of a Janesville audience will 

soon find out.

So, too, will master 

hypnotist Asad Mecci 

and veteran improv 

comic Colin Mochrie, 

whose live show—

”HYPROV: Improv 

Under Hypnosis” at 

the Janesville Per-

forming Arts Center 

on Sept. 18—promises 

to be unpredictably 

absurd.

In a joint interview, 

Mecci and Mochrie 

said they do expect “a 

star” to emerge from 

the hypnotized volun-

teers that join them on 

stage.

For HYPROV, 

Mochrie trades his fel-

low cast members 

on the long-running 

improv comedy TV 

show “Whose Line is 

it Anyway?” for ran-

dom audience mem-

bers under hypnosis. 

The resulting show 

is “a comedy high-

wire act,” according to 

Mecci, who mesmer-

IF YOU GO

What: “HYPROV: 

Improv Under Hyp-

nosis” featuring 

Colin Mochrie and 

hypnotist Asad 

Mecci.
When: 8 p.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 18.

Where: Janes-

ville Performing Arts 

Center, 408 S. Main 

St., Janesville.

Cost: $55 per 

person.
Other: The 

show was originally 

scheduled Aug. 29, 

2020, as JPAC’s 

annual gala. All tick-

ets purchased for 

that performance 

will be honored.

For more infor-

mation and tick-

ets: Call 608-758-

0297, visit Janesville 

PAC.org, or email 

info@janesvillepac 

.org.

kicks
Mochrie, Mecci mine minds 

to draw out the inner funny

Humor with a 

mesmerizing twist
Master hypnotist and  

veteran improv comic  

bringing their live show  

to JPAC on Sept. 18.  

kicks, inside

Wheel tax increase?

Janesville, looking for way to pay for road repairs, 
also considers change to curb, gutter charge

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A road closed sign sits at the intersection of Milwaukee and High streets in downtown Janesville. The city of Janesville is 
proposing a hike to the wheel tax and a shift of curb and gutter replacement costs to the storm water fund, a new model 
intended to decrease borrowing and pay for the city to performing the 12 miles of annual street repair and maintenance it 
does every year.

A crew of workers prepare for concrete work near 
the intersection of Milwaukee and High streets in 
downtown Janesville on Wednesday.

Mu variant reaches Wisconsin, not identified in Rock County yet

Austin Montgomery/Adams Publishing Group
Gov. Tony Evers speaks Wednesday afternoon during an 
event commemorating the Beloit College Powerhouse 
redevelopment project.

Evers supports  
UW System leaders 

on pandemic
Governor spoke at Beloit College event

This COVID-19 variant 
might be resistant  
to current vaccines

Nass
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville City Council mem-

bers say they hope the pub-
lic has enough time to digest a 
new local road funding scheme 
this fall before council members 
would need to vote on the plan 
made with the state Department 
of Transportation.

At a public hearing Sept. 27, 
local residents can sound off on 
part of an emerging “blended 
funding” plan by the city to dou-
ble down on its wheel tax—a 
move that would mean most local 
residents would see the per-vehi-
cle wheel tax they pay annually 
grow from $20 to $40.

That’s one change the city staff 
has proposed to its roads program 

to wean the city off a level of 

borrowing for road repairs that 

many city officials say is unsus-

tainable under the current rate 

of inflation.

The proposal came Wednes-

day after a city council study 

session and a separate public 

engagement session the city held 

in August to gather residents’ 

thoughts on local road funding.

Another proposal laid out 

Wednesday by Janesville Finance 

Director David Godek and City 

Manager Mark Freitag would 

have the city fund 100% of curb 

and gutter replacement costs 

through stormwater charges to 

residents and commercial cus-

tomers. Stormwater charges now 

cover 50% of curb and gutter 
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