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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
51°/13°

Morning rain,  
then a bit of ice

FRIDAY
24°/6°

Much colder  
with variable clouds

Gazette at a Glance
STATE • 2A

GOP bill targets labor rules
Business and labor clashed Wednesday over 

a Republican bill that would prevent local gov-
ernments in Wisconsin from enacting a variety 
of ordinances pertaining to employment mat-
ters. Proponents argued the measure is need-
ed to create statewide employment standards 
to provide consistency and stability both for 
employers and employees. Opponents said the 
changes are anti-worker and would undermine 
local government control.

NATION/WORLD • 5B

Trump upset with DACA ruling
President Donald Trump denounced the fed-

eral courts Wednesday as “broken and unfair” 
after a district judge in San Francisco issued a 
temporary ruling keeping the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program in place, de-
spite Trump’s decision to end it this year. The 
administration vowed to request a stay and 
appeal.
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DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Barbara A. Avery/Edgerton
•Marian G. Bothun/Edgerton and Janesville
•Alma C. Lambert/Brodhead
•Edward C. Ostrander/Springfield, Wis .
•Louella M. Rogers/Lake Geneva
•William J. Weis/Nashville, Tennessee

OBITUARIES • 6A
•Elaine M. Cook/Clinton
•Joan C. Dongarra/Janesville
•Wilma “Willie” Miland/Janesville
•John “Jack” Schumacher/Janesville

Your contact: kicks Editor Greg Little, 608-754-3311, ext. 255, glittle@gazettextra.com
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Food & Drink • 8C

Four Dishes: Find fine dining, 

elegance in spades at  

Rockford’s Josef Steakhouse 

and Oyster Bar
quick kicks

BOOKS

Best buys on books

The Friends of the Beloit Public 

Library will host its January book 

clearance sale from 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m. Saturday 

at the library, 

605 Eclipse 

Blvd., Beloit.

The 

Friends are clearing out 

their bookstore warehouse, and 

a wide selection of adult fiction, 

nonfiction, mysteries, romance, 

children’s books and more will 

be available. In addition, the sale 

will again feature the option of 

buying a bag full of books for $1 

and getting a second bag of books 

for free.
Proceeds from the sale 

are returned to the library for 

programs and services. For more 

information, email FriendsAtBel-

oitLibrary@gmail.com.

FILM

Scare seekers

“Strange Inc.,” an unaired TV 

show shot 

by the late 

Janesville 

videogra-

pher John 

Gage, will 

be shown 

from 

2-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21, as part of 

Local Art Month at the Janesville 

Performing Arts Center, 408 S. 

Main St., Janesville.

The pilot takes place at 

America’s most haunted grave-

yard, Bachelor’s Grove.. In the 

second episode, the crew travels 

to Manteno, Illinois, to visit the 

now closed and abandoned—and 

supposedly haunted—Manteno 

State Hospital.

Cost is $5 per person. For 

more information, visit the JPAC 

box office, call 608-758-0297 or 

visit JanesvillePAC.org.

FUNDRAISER

Stick-up

Support your local first re-

sponders as members of local po-

lice and fire departments take to 

the ice for the second 

“Guns ‘N Hoses” 

charity hockey 

game Saturday at 

the Janesville Ice 

Arena, 821 Beloit 

Ave., Janesville.

The game, which will precede 

the Janesville Jets’ contest against 

the Springfield Jr. Blues, will start 

at 4:30 p.m., and beer sales will be 

half-price until 6 p.m. 

The “Guns ‘N Hoses” event is 

free, and tickets to the 7 p.m. Jets 

game are $9 for adults and $7 for 

seniors, children, students and 

members of the military.

For more information, visit 

JanesvilleJets.com.

RUMMAGE

Hidden treasures

The Rock County 4-H Fair-

grounds, 1301 Craig Ave., Janes-

ville, will host the Rock County 

Mega 

Sale from 

8 a.m. to 

4 p.m. 

Saturday.

The 

flea mar-

ket-style 

sale, 
which is 

free to enter, features everything 

from antiques and collectibles to 

hand-stamped cards, crocheted 

items and handcrafted florals. 

There also are direct sale vendors, 

canned pickled items, sports 

cards, clothing, rummage sale 

items and more.

Hot food, baked goods  and 

beverages also will be available. 
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 Æ First-ever event is Jan . 18-20

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—Throughout the 

year, the Janesville Performing 

Arts Center serves as a per-

formance space for the city’s 

many theater groups.

Stage One, Theatre Unlimit-

ed and Janesville Little Theatre 

provide entertainment that ranges 

from musicals to comedies and 

dramas.

From Jan. 18-20, all of these 

groups will come together for the 

center’s first one-act play festival.

“These groups are part of the 

theater all year round,” said JPAC 

Executive Director Nathan Bur-

khart. “In this program, we’re all 

going to work together.”

The event will feature five one-

act plays ranging from Edward 

Albee’s haunting “Zoo Story” to 

Itamar Moses’ witty “Dorothy and 

Alice” the latter of which features 

two fictional characters interact 

with each other in a nonfictional 

world.

Instead of casting each work 

individually, the directors had a 

cattle call—one large audition for 

all roles. At the end, everyone sat 

down together to cast the plays 

together.

That, in itself, was an experience, 

Burkhart said.

“I got to see how other directors 

worked, how they made decisions,” 

he said.

Burkhart will be directing the 

Albee play.

“It’s one of the most famous one-

acts of all time,” Burkhart said.

For a play that is only about 30 

JPAC one-act festival features 

local performers, arts groups

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com

Brandon Todd, left, who plays the part of Jerry, rehearses a scene of 

“Zoo Story” with David Graahm, right, who plays the part of Peter, 

on Monday at the Janesville Performing Arts Center.

Turn to TALENT on Page 5C

Area  

Musicians 

come  

together 

for Beloit 

native’s 

vinyl 

dream

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

S
OUTH BELOIT, ILLINOIS—Beloit-area native 

James Carratt has been performing music 

locally since he was a teenager, and 

recording his own compositions 

for years.

But on a recent album Carratt released 

on vinyl, the singer-songwriter who by 

day is an insurance man didn’t play the 

lead role in making the music. Instead, 

Carratt enlisted volunteer musicians from 

around the Rock County area—47 in all—to 

record the eponymous “James Carratt Project, Volume 

One.”

The album is contemporary country music in style, 

but it’s loaded with stylistic twists that unfolded from 

having dozens of helping hands to nudge the sound into 

new and interesting directions.

Carratt’s own recording and produc-

tion of the album tapped eight singers (all 

from the Rock County area) and a handful 

of local instrumentalists to record a list of 

songs the now-South Beloit, Illinois resident 

wrote as a chronicles of 

his own struggles in life and 

marriage in recent years.

The record was released in fall 

as an 11-song LP on vinyl with 

two singles released on CD, but it 

took more than a year to record at 

home and in a handful of Nashville 

studios. The work, Carratt said, was 

recorded often one track and one 

instrumental or vocal section at a 

time as musicians worked recording 

time in between their day jobs and 

nighttime side gigs.

Carratt, a Beloit Memorial High 

School graduate who also has lived 

in Janesville, said he brought in sets 

of singers after he began test mar-

keting his own earlier recordings 

of the songs used on “The James 

Carratt Project.”

Carratt, a guitarist and singer 

who said his usual style blends hard 

rock, singer-songwriter and coun-

try-tinged stylings, had submitted 

early versions of some songs to crowd-sourcing web-

sites such as ReverbNation, a site that polls other music 

producers.

Homemade 

Jams

‘The James Carratt Project, Vol. 1’ is the result 

of a Beloit native’s efforts to have his music 

performed on a vinyl album by nearly 50 local 

musicians.

Turn to CARRATT on Page 5C

INSIDE

Local musicians help 
one of their own put 
his original songs 
down on vinyl . 
kicks

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra .com

ELKHORN
Jason Wedell had seen someone overdose on her-

oin before.
He was there in January 2016 when a friend over-

dosed, but his life was saved by Nar-
can, a drug that reverses the effects 
of a heroin overdose.

Just months later, Wedell found 
the same friend dead in Janesville 
from a heroin/Fentanyl overdose, 
said Elkhorn police Detective 
Thomas Bushey.

Then in January 2017, Wedell de-
livered the fatal dose of heroin to 
another friend, Mathew C. Brown, 
42, of Elkhorn—someone who 

Wedell said at his sentencing hearing Wednesday 
was “like a brother to me.”

Walworth County Judge Kristine Drettwan sen-

tenced Wedell, 35, most recently of Janesville, to 15 
years in prison after he pleaded guilty to charges of 
first-degree reckless homicide and delivering heroin.

After Brown’s death, Bushey said Wedell delivered 
heroin to Brown’s girlfriend.

“That blows my mind,” Drettwan said. “What does 
it take? What does it take to get through to you?

“If you want to use it yourself, be my guest,” she 
said. “Sit in a room by yourself so you don’t hurt 
anybody but yourself.”

Drettwan also sentenced Wedell to 12 years of 
extended supervision after his release from prison.

Bushey, who investigated Wedell’s case and spoke 
at his sentencing hearing, urged Drettwan to consid-
er a longer sentence than the 15 to 20 years the state 
had recommended.

“He doesn’t stop,” Bushey said. “Mr. Wedell has 
been in jail for the last year. In the last year, no one 
has died because of what Mr. Wedell has been de-
livering because he has been locked up. You have a 
chance today to keep it continuous.”

Bushey said more heroin and opiate-related over-
doses and deaths have occurred in the last eight years 
of his career than in the first 32.

Elkhorn police responded to Sweetener Supply 

Janesville man gets 15 years in prison 
for delivering heroin that killed friend

Wedell

Associated Press
Milwaukee Bucks guard Eric Bledsoe bumps into 
Orlando Magic forward Marreese Speights on his 
way to the basket during Wednesday’s NBA game in 
Milwaukee. Bledsoe scored 15 points, and the rest 
of the starters also scored in double digits, as the 
Bucks beat the Magic 110-103. Story on Page 1B.

Balanced Bucks beat Magic

By Mary Clare Jalonick

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump said 

Wednesday that it “seems unlike-

ly” that he would give an interview 

in special counsel Robert Mueller’s 

investigation into potential coor-

dination between Russia and the 

Trump campaign.

Trump said “we’ll see what 

happens” when asked if he would 

provide an interview to Mueller’s 

team.

“When they have no collusion, 

and nobody’s 
found any collu-
sion at any level, 
it seems unlikely 
that you’d even 
have an inter-
view,” Trump 
said during a 
joint news con-
ference with the 
prime minister of 
Norway.

The special counsel’s team of 
investigators has expressed inter-
est in speaking with Trump, but 
no details have been worked out. 
Trump’s lawyers have previously 

stated their de-
termination to 
cooperate with 
requests in the 
probe, which 
has already re-
sulted in charges 
against four of 
Trump’s cam-
paign advisers.

Trump called 
the investigation a “phony cloud” 
over his administration.

“It has hurt our government,” 
he said. “It was a Democrat hoax.”

Trump’s words differed from 
what he said at a news confer-

ence in June, shortly after fired 

FBI Director James Comey had 

told Congress that Trump asked 

him for a pledge of loyalty. Trump 

denied that and said he’d be “100 

percent” willing tell his version of 

events under oath. He said he’d be 

“glad to” speak to Mueller about it.

The comments come after 

Trump had already lashed out 

at the investigations Wednesday 

morning on Twitter, urging Re-

publicans to take control of the 

inquiries and repeating his claim 

that they are on a “witch hunt.”

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

TOWN OF BELOIT
If some recent development 

deals play out as expected, the 
town of Beloit could see a boost 
in housing starts that could bring 
nearly 400 new homes and an in-
flux of 1,200 residents over the 

next decade.
Town Ad-

ministrator Ian 
Haas said the 
town forged a 
slew of residen-
tial developer’s 
agreements in 
2017 and is roll-
ing forward on 
new ones for up 
to 381 new con-

dos, duplexes and single-family 
homes—$76 million worth of de-
velopment over 10 years.

Those housing starts are 
planned in three town-owned 
residential subdivisions, includ-
ing Blackhawk Run off Inman 
Parkway. Haas said the develop-
ment agreement there eventually 
might add 179 condo units and 36 
single-family homes.

The other subdivisions are 
Courtney Condos, a planned con-
dominium development just east 
of Beloit Turner High School, and 
Heron Bay, a 24-lot subdivision 
along the Rock River south of 
Alliant Energy’s complex.

A jump in new residential 
starts would help address what 
officials say is an emerging hous-
ing shortage in Rock County.

For the town, it also could be 
one of a few catalysts for future 
commercial and industrial devel-
opment, Haas said.

Under new housing devel-
opment deals, the town’s pop-
ulation could grow as much as 
20 percent in the next 10 years, 
jumping from about 7,000 resi-
dents to about 8,200, Haas said.

“We didn’t get to pick what 
people will pick us for, but it looks 
like residential is the name of the 
game for the time being,” Haas 
said.

“Development is cyclical. You 
could also have a major uptick in 
commercial where you have an 
uptick in development, which 
we’re poised for also. And when 
you’ve got an emerging increase 

Pen pals get face time to cap semester-long journaling project

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Above: Craig senior Allison Hainstock, left, arm wrestles with her journal buddy Asia Hill, 9, during a meet-up 
at the Craig High School cafeteria Wednesday. Forty-five third-grade students from Wilson Elementary School, 
Janesville came to Craig High School to spend time with the ‘journal buddies.’ The high school students, all juniors 
and seniors, were part of a humanities class. They met with their Wilson buddies at the beginning of the semester. 
For the past few months, the buddies have been writing in their journals and sharing their work with each other. 
Small groups of high school students went to have lunch with their buddies Wednesday. The goal of the project 
was to help third graders with their writing skills and connect them with positive role models, said Kay Butterfield, 
Craig social studies teacher. On Wednesday, the students celebrated with a pizza party, games and a tour of the 
high school. Below left: Craig student Sydni Foley, left, plays chess with Nathan Hernandez, 8, during the journal 
buddy meet-up at Craig High School. Below right: The front page of one of the shared journals.

Growing 
trend

Town of Beloit official 
says housing starts  

could portend other 
types of development 

Haas

Trump questioning ‘unlikely’
‘We’ll see’ about interview with Mueller, president said, reversing June statement

MuellerTrump

Detective urged judge to consider 
longer sentence than state suggested
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• Incorporation disagreement 
continues: Officials from the town and 
city of Beloit offer differing explanation for  
breakdown of border negotiations ./3A


