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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Glenn A. Babcock Jr.
•Richard C. Boss Jr.
•Dolores M. Jones
•William C. Kerr
•Patrick T. “Pat” McCarville
•Betty J. Murphy

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 32 | Low 12  
Times of clouds 

and sun
More on 7A

Captain Stricker
PGA Tour pro and  

Edgerton native Steve 

Stricker will be in charge 

of the US Ryder Cup 

team in 2020. Page 1B

Orchestra provides 

kicks
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 Æ Beer, food and fun on tap 

at first-ever Flannel Fest

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—If you like 

craft beer and food trucks, 

odds are you like flannel.

And if you like flannel, 

odds are you’ll like the inaugu-

ral Flannel Fest in downtown 

Janesville.

The “craft brew experience,” 

as organizers have dubbed it, 

is an afternoon gathering of 

flannel-and-beer-loving camara-

derie at Janesville’s town square 

at River and Dodge streets. 

Hosted by Downtown 

Janesville Inc., the event 

runs from noon to 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 23.

Organizers say they have 500 

tickets available for patrons 

who don’t mind braving what 

are likely to be frigid condi-

tions. General admission is 

$40 and includes 10 4-ounce 

samples of various 

craft beers.

Rock County 

Brewing Company 

and Gray Brewing 

will have numerous 

beers available for 

sampling under a 

heated tent. Ansay 

International also will 

bring brews and cider.

General admission tick-

ets also include a sample of 

Turn to FLANNEL on Page 5C

Enhancing the social fabric

Silent Silent 

Break out the flannel
Downtown Janesville Inc. is 

hosting its first-ever Flannel 

Fest craft beer festival this 

weekend. kicks, inside

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Gov. Tony Evers vetoed a GOP 

income tax cut bill Wednesday 
in an early showdown with 
legislative Republicans who 
had moved to weaken the 
Democrat’s powers just weeks 
before he took office.

Republicans rushed to pass 
the bill, the first they introduced 
this year, before Evers could in-
troduce his own income tax plan 
next week. Democrats quickly 
labeled the move a stunt.

The GOP Legislature lacks 
the votes to override the veto.

The veto just six weeks after 
Evers took office could be a sign 
of more conflict to come with 
Republicans in the Legislature. 
Both sides have vowed to work 
together but have shown little 
willingness to compromise on 
major issues so far.

“I am troubled and disap-
pointed that this major fiscal 

Evers 
vetoes 
tax cut

Associated Press
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers talks to 
reporters Wednesday in Madison.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Lucas Stuhr, the man ac-

cused in the gunfire homicide 

of a Janesville man in January, 

will be transferred to a secure 

mental health facility until he is 

competent to stand trial, a judge 

decided Wednesday.

Rock County Judge Barbara 

McCrory said she would enter an 

order for Stuhr to be transferred 

to a mental health facility as soon 

as a bed is available.

McCrory said a doctor who 

conducted a court-ordered com-

petency evaluation of Stuhr has 

determined Stuhr suffers from 

“major depressive disorder” and 

“cannabis use disorder.”

Based on the doctor’s rec-

ommendations, McCrory said 

she doesn’t believe Stuhr in his 

mental condition is competent 

enough to make rational deci-

sions, understand court proceed-

ings or assist attorneys who are 

working to defend him.

McCrory agreed with the doc-

tor’s assessment that inpatient 

treatment at a mental health 

facility would be the preferred 

method to try to restore Stuhr’s 

mental competency.

According to the National 

Institutes of Health, people may 

be diagnosed with cannabis use 

disorder if they show several 

symptoms of chronic cannabis 

use, including withdrawal, lack 

of control and negative effects on 

personal responsibilities.

The group says there can be 

a link between cannabis use dis-

order and other mental health 

disorders, and some with severe 

cannabis use disorder can ex-

perience “considerable mental 

disability.”

Stuhr, 39, of Browntown is 

accused of shooting to death 

Clifford A. Grice, 41, on Jan. 23 

while Grice was seated in his own 

car in the driveway of his home 

on Janesville’s south side.

Authorities believe Grice was 

in a romantic relationship with 

Stuhr’s ex-girlfriend. The ex-girl-

friend was seated next to Grice 

and was at close range when 

Stuhr pulled open the driver’s 

side door and shot Grice, accord-

ing to a criminal complaint.

Transfer ordered for suspect in homicide

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Lucas Stuhr, left, appears in court with attorney Jason Sanders on Wednesday at the Rock County Courthouse 
in Janesville.

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Ernest G. Rhodes III, a former fire chief 

in Missouri and director of that state’s emer-

gency management agency, has been named 

chief of the Janesville Fire Department from 

a slate of four finalists.

The Janesville Police and Fire 
Commission chose Rhodes on 
Wednesday night following two days 
of closed-session interviews and de-
liberations. Rhodes replaces former 
Chief Randy Banker, who retired last 
month.

Rhodes was the fire chief of the 
West County EMS and Fire Protection 
District in Missouri for five years un-
til 2017. He left for a job as the state director 
of the Missouri Emergency Management 
Agency. He has also worked on various 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
teams since 2000.

Rhodes could not immediately be 

reached for comment.

DuWayne Severson, chairman 

of the commission, said Rhodes 

will work with Janesville’s Human 

Resources Director Sue Musick to 

determine when he will start and 

his salary. Severson said those details 

will likely be ironed out by the end 

of the week and that Rhodes could 

begin in about a month.

Severson lauded Rhodes’ experience 

Wednesday night, pointing to his leadership 

Panel picks new fire chief

Rhodes

Chairman lauds Rhodes’  
‘range of fire experience’

Governor will unveil 
proposal of his own  
in his budget plan

Judge follows doctor’s 
recommendation  

to ensure competency
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By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Even without a histo-

ry-making health care re-

make to deliver Medicare 

for all, government at all 

levels will be paying nearly 

half the nation’s health care 

tab in less than 10 years, ac-

cording to a federal report 

released Wednesday.

The government growth 

is driven by traditional 

Medicare, which is expe-

riencing a surge in enroll-

ment as aging baby boom-

ers shift out of private 

coverage, according to the 

analysis from the Centers 

for Medicare and Medicaid 

Services, part of the U.S. 

Department of Health and 

Human Services.

Federal, state and local 

governments will be paying 

47 percent of the nation’s 

health care costs in 2027, up 

from 45 percent currently, 

the report said.

The report did not con-

sider the potential impact 

of Medicare for all national 

health insurance plans from 

Democratic presidential 

candidate Bernie Sanders 

and other liberals. Nor did 

it delve into a financial res-

cue of traditional Medicare 

that could become a press-

ing political priority for all 

sides in just a few years. 

Medicare’s trustees have 

said the program will be 

insolvent in seven years, 

when its giant trust fund 

for inpatient care won’t be 

able to fully cover expected 

medical bills.

Spelling out the econom-

ic consequences of current 

laws and policies, the report 

serves as a reality check on 

the political debate over 

health care. That debate 

ranges from President 

Donald Trump’s warnings 

about lurking “socialism” 

to the suggestion from Sen. 

Kamala Harris, D-Calif., a 

2020 contender, that the 

U.S. can simply “move on” 

to a new taxpayer-financed 

system that would cover all 

Americans.

“To the extent that a 

Martian landed and saw 

how much of the American 

health care system is funded 

by the government, it’s 

been about 50 percent for 

some time,” said economist 

Paul Hughes-Cromwick of 

Altarum, a nonprofit re-

search organization.

The report projected 

that U.S. health care spend-

ing will surpass $5.9 trillion 

in 2027, growing to repre-

sent more than 19 percent 

of the economy. Health care 

Report: Government soon will be paying for half of health care costs
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