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JANESVILLE

T
utti Frutti.

It’s a multi-
fruit pie that First 

Lutheran Church volun-

teers bake and sell, one 

slice at a time, every year 

at the church’s food stand 

at the Rock County 4-H 

Fair.

Tutti Frutti is one of 

a half-dozen varieties of 

pie the church sells at the 

fair for $3 a slice, and it’s 

fabled to have been born 

years back when a volun-

teer baker for the church 

swept a pile of mixed ber-

ries, apples and cherries 

into one pie crust. The 

mixture proved wildly 

popular with fairgoers, 

and the pie has returned 

annually since, said Bar-

bara Clem, a volunteer 

cash register operator at 

the church’s stand.

“We’ve got a lot of peo-

ple who stop by every year 

for the pie. Other stuff too, 

but a lot who come back 

for the pie year after year,” 

Clem said.

Sometimes, the church 

sells 20 or more pies a day, 

slice by Tutti Frutti slice.

So it goes at the county 

fair for the handful of 

nonprofit food vendors—

mostly churches and local 

organizations—that ply 

hungry fairgoers with 

foods that have become 

staples over the years.

As enterprises, the 

Real cash cows

By Catherine W. Idzerda
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JANESVILLE

Janesville’s next generation of 

epidemiologists, cancer research-

ers, oncologists and doctoral can-

didates in microbiology got a 

head start on their peers for six 

weeks this summer.

On Thursday, the second to 

last day of the Janesville Sum-

mer Research Institute, a group 

of high school students toured the 

McArdle Cancer Research Labs 

at the Carbone Cancer Center 

in Madison. There they learned 

some of the practical applications 

of the work they had been doing 

during the summer.

The research institute, which 

was the first of its kind for the 

Janesville School District, was 

developed by Parker High School 

teacher Zach Pratt, who started 

his career in teaching at the col-

lege level and did his doctoral 

work in cancer biology and his 

postdoctoral work in microbiol-

ogy.

This summer’s course was 

funded by a $6,000 grant from 

the Carbone Cancer Center, and 

helped pay for materials, supplies 

and transportation for Thurs-

day’s trip. The money also will 

help pay for next year’s research 

institute, Pratt said.

“The only stipulation was that 

(the course) had to have some-

thing to do with cancer research 

or cancer education,” Pratt said.

The course looked at the 
ways viruses infect bacteria, the 
mechanics of the process, where 
and how it happens and how 
bacteria mutate to adapt to the 
viruses and continue to grow.

Here’s how it worked in the lab.
Students used bacterial 

viruses, called bacteriophages, 
or phages, for short. Then they 
exposed the phages to a lab strain 
of e coli. Within 24 hours, the e 
coli had developed a resistance 
to the virus and was continuing 
to grow.

Then, students sampled the 
resistant e coli and the original 
strain and sequenced the DNA 
of both.

Each DNA sequence consisted 

ROCK COUNTY 4-H FAIR: DAY THREE

Summer program allows high school students to dabble in science

Photo submitted by John Maniaci/UW Health
Parker High School student Julia Newmark, 16, left, and Rock University 
High School student Emily Cortez, 15, experiment with protein analysis at 
the McArdle Laboratory for Cancer Research on Thursday at the Carbone 
Cancer Center in Madison.

For two local churches, food stands, parking during fair week boost fundraising

Above: Carly 
Buckman serves 
up a slice of pie 
Thursday in the 
First Lutheran 
Church food tent 
during the Rock 
County 4-H Fair 
in Janesville. Left: 
Janet Miller car-
ries trays of curly 
fries to the window 
Thursday in the 
St. John Vianney 
Catholic Church’s 
food tent.
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Janesville teens got hands-on tour of Carbone Cancer Center in Madison

Turn to CASH on Page 7A

Senate panel outlines 
threats; bill stalled

By Lisa Mascaro  

and Mary Clare Jalonick

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Robert Mueller warned that 

Russian interference is still hap-

pening “as we sit here.”

State election officials are anx-

ious and underfunded, some run-

ning systems with outdated soft-

ware and scrounging for replace-

ment parts off eBay.

And on Thursday a report from 

the Senate Intelligence commit-

tee concluded all 50 states were 

targeted in 2016 and ahead of the 

2018 election “top election vul-

nerabilities remained.”

But there’s no help coming 

from Congress.

It’s a risky calculation head-

ing into 2020, when the stakes 

will be high for an election that 

could see record turnout as Pres-

ident Donald Trump runs for a 

second term. Primary voting is 

six months away.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell on Thursday blocked 

a House-passed bill that would 

authorize $775 million to beef up 

state election systems. GOP lead-

ers made the case that the Trump 

administration has already 

made great strides in protecting 

the vote, and they say no more 

Report 
echoes 
election 
warnings
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West Milwaukee Street forum planned
The city will host a gathering to update the public  

on plans for revamping the downtown street. Page 3A

Federal government to resume executions
The Justice Department plans to resume federal executions 

this year after an informal moratorium since 2003. Page 6B

Into the Open
Area golfers competed 

Thursday at the  

Janesville Country  

Club to qualify for  

next month’s Wisconsin 

State Open. Page 1B
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