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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Joan E. Beyer
•Thomas M. Clark
•John Michael Duncan Sr.
•Mary Lou Esmond
•Richard “Dick” Haugen

•Dorothy Lee (Johnson) Lewis
•Jeanne Carla Nebrensky
•Shawn S. Riley
•Roberta “Bobbi” Sommers

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 88 | Low 69  
Intervals of clouds 

and sunshine
More on 7A

Play with clay
Upcoming festival 

gives people a chance 

to try out pottery. 

kicks, inside

kicks
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Food & Drink

Renovations at Klig’s Union Depot  

in Milton result in comfortable 

atmosphere, great bar fare. Page 8C

quick kicks

Clay 
all 
day
Get your hands dirty 

at Edgerton Clay Day,  

Art and Pottery Festival

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

E
DGERTON—It’s hard for Fred 

Maves to describe his role with 

the Edgerton Clay Day, Art and 

Pottery Festival.

“I’m just the clay guy,” he said. 

“I’m not much on organization, that 

sort of thing.”

But Maves’ passion for pottery 

helped kick-start the fledgling fes-

tival, which will celebrate its third 

official year—and fourth in total—

Saturday, July 21, at Central Park.

The free 

event will 

run from 

9 a.m. to 

4 p.m. and 

give people 

a chance to 

sit down at 

a pottery 

wheel and 

play with 

clay.

Maves 

sought 

those hands-on learning opportu-

nities back in 2015, when he helped 

launch a makeshift Clay Day. Edger-

ton was planning a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony for its new pottery plaza 

outside City Hall.

“I talked to the city administra-

tor, Ramona Flanigan, and said, 

‘Well, that’s it? You’re going to cut 

the ribbon and that’s all? Is any-

body going to be throwing any clay 

around here?’” Maves said. “She 

said, ‘Yeah, that sounds good to 

me.’”

He brought some pottery wheels 

to that ceremony for public use, a 

haphazard debut for the inaugural 

festival. It returned in a more orga-

nized fashion the next year under 

the Arts Council of Edgerton’s 

umbrella.

Pottery has a history in Edger-

ton because of the blue-gray clay 

IF YOU GO

What: Edgerton 

Clay Day, Art and 

Pottery Festival

When: 9 a.m.-

4 p.m. Saturday, 

July 21.
Where: Central 

Park, 310 N. Main 

St., Edgerton.

Cost: Free

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

E
LKHORN—If you grill 

it, they will come.

Organizers of Elk-

horn’s inaugural Ribfest 

learned that lesson in 2016 

when they ran out of food 

the first day. An unexpect-

ed crowd of nearly 30,000 

swarmed the Walworth 

County Fairgrounds that 

year, leaving cooks and 

beverage vendors scram-

bling for supplies.

“Barbecue vendors 

were scattering to Costcos 

and Sam’s Clubs from 

Illinois to Madison getting 

as many pork butts and 

ribs as they could find,” 

recalled fairgrounds Gen-

eral Manager Larry Gaffey. 

“Even the kettle corn guy 

ran out of corn by 2 p.m.”

In 2017, the crowd near-

ly doubled, but organizers 

and vendors were better 

prepared. Monitoring 

interest on Facebook, they 

had been tipped off ahead 

of time that word of their 

little food festival had got-

ten out to a hungry public.

This year, as Ribfest cel-

ebrates its third year July 

12-15, Gaffey hopes for a 

four-day crowd approach-

ing six figures.

“A big part of that is 

that it’s (Ribfest) free to 

attend, and we offer free 

parking,” he said. “There’s 

a big barbecue event in 

Naperville, Illinois, but it 

costs money to get in, and 

they have big headline 

acts you have to pay to see. 

It might cost $10 to get in 

and another $50 to see the 

headliner. Here, you park, 

you don’t pay when you 

go in, and you enjoy the 

music for free.”

The two-hour drive to 

Naperville aside, there’s 

a host of reasons why 

opting for Elkhorn might 

be a better option. For 

instance, along with the 

return of its 30-vendor ar-

tisan gallery and carnival 

midway, Ribfest will intro-

duce pony and helicopter 

rides.

The festival also will 

host its first-ever Rib Run, 

a free-to-enter, multi-class 

motorcycle show in which 

entrants can ride and 

park in the middle of the 

festival grounds. Attend-

ees will judge the event 

Meat 
and 

music
 Æ Ribfest organizers 

expect large crowds 

for third annual event

Turn to CLAY on Page 5C Turn to RIBFEST on Page 5C

By Eli Stokols

Los Angeles Times

BRUSSELS

President Donald Trump up-

ended the show of unity at NA-

TO’s annual summit Wednesday 

as many allies had feared, claim-
ing that Germany “is totally con-
trolled by” and “captive to Russia” 
and inflating his demands that 
the alliance’s members spend 
more on defense to an unrealis-
tic level.

The president’s comments 
in Brussels, especially his harsh 
and unexpected attack on Ger-
many, Europe’s leading power, 
overshadowed the alliance’s os-
tensible business and undercut 

its ultimate summit declaration 
of NATO allies’ commitment to 
shared values and a joint defense 
against Russian aggression.

His attack on Germany as be-
holden to Russia, because of a 
pipeline project, was in keeping 
with Trump’s practice of accusing 
others of behavior he has been ac-
cused of. It comes after he irked 
allies last month by suggesting 
that Russia should be readmitted 
to the Group of 7 industrialized 

democracies.
Trump is set to meet with Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin in 
Helsinki on Monday, a get-to-
gether that has U.S. allies appre-
hensive given his frequent warm 
words for the autocrat.

The president’s posture toward 
close allies has been increasingly 
and remarkably confrontational 
this year, especially in comparison 
to his more conciliatory approach 
to adversaries, including Russia 

and North Korea. Even as he flew 

to Brussels, Trump continued his 

attacks on NATO allies for not 

spending more on defense, and 

after hours of meetings Wednes-

day he reiterated his disdain in a 

tweet that began, “What good is 

NATO … ?”

As his latest remarks filtered 

back to the United States, even 

some Republican congressional 

Camryn Miller 
runs past  
one of the 
many water 
fountains at 
the Riverside 
Park Splash 
Pad while  
cooling off 
with friends 
and family on 
Wednesday.

Anthony Wahl/
awahl@gazette 
xtra.com

Splash 
and dash

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Democratic candidates for 

governor Kelda Roys and Paul 
Soglin set aside their differenc-
es Wednesday night and rallied 
behind a common cause: un-
doing the policies of Gov. Scott 
Walker.

At a Rock County Progres-
sives forum at Basics, each 
slammed Walker and the Fox-
conn deal, asserting Walker has 
handed out favors to corpora-
tions and rolled back environ-
mental regulations.

Speaking to a room of about 
35, Roys, a former state legis-
lator and executive director of 
NARAL Pro-Choice Wisconsin, 
praised the state’s progressive 
and pragmatic history. She said 
she wants to ensure health care 
for all, reduce the “horrific in-
fant mortality rate” and invest 
in small businesses.

“As I travel around Wiscon-

sin, I feel so hopeful and opti-

mistic,” Roys said. “People have 

the same concerns, the same 

challenges and the same belief 

that Wisconsin can do better.”

In order to oust Walker in 

November, Roys said Demo-

crats must shift voter turnout 

by about 5 percentage points in 

their direction. She said she’s 

the candidate to make up the 

deficit by energizing the party’s 

base, mobilizing Generation 

X and Millennials, and rally-

ing women. Roys, one of two 

At NATO, Trump scolds Germany

ELECTION 2018

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Mike McCabe says he wants 

voters to consider what it would 

be like to have a governor who 

owes nothing to big-money in-

terests.

“I’m the one candidate that’s 

not taking the huge donations 

that candidates for governor 

can take. I consider those big 

checks to be legal bribes, and I 

think it dooms us to a govern-

ment that works exceptionally 

well for a privileged few at the 

top but fails the rest of us,” Mc-

Cabe said during a campaign 

stop in Janesville on Wednes-

day.

McCabe is 

trying to stand 

out in a large 

field of Demo-

crats vying for 

their party’s 

nomination in 

the Aug. 14 pri-

mary. He said he 

is the candidate 

who can defeat 

Gov. Scott Walker in November.

About 35 people turned out 

to hear him speak in Lower 

Three running  
for governor 

visit Janesville

McCabe

McCabe stresses 
source of his funding

He claims ally  
‘captive to’ Russia

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN

In a rare move, the Walworth 

County Board on Tuesday killed 

a resolution to hold an advisory 

referendum asking voters if the 

Legislature should legalize mar-

ijuana.

Board member Charlene Sta-

ples, who was out of town and 

missed the meeting, submitted 

the referendum resolution and 
asked that it be referred to the 
executive committee Monday.

T he  Rock 
County Board 
narrowly passed a 
similar resolution 
last month.

Tuesday, board 
member Rick 
Stacey made a 
motion to “file” 
the proposed res-
olution and with-
draw it from consideration. Other 
board members rallied behind 
Stacey’s motion, and the board 
voted unanimously to scratch the 

resolution.

“I am disheartened by it. I be-

lieve they should’ve allowed peo-

ple to have a voice,” Staples told 

The Gazette on Wednesday. “I did 

what my constituents asked me 

to do. Unfortunately, others felt 

differently. I think there’s more 

information the state can gather 

on the issue of cannabis. And peo-

ple want that information.”

Preventing a resolution from 

appearing at a county board 

committee is rare, County Ad-

ministrator Dave Bretl said. The 

board refers about 90 percent of 

Walworth County kills proposed 
marijuana advisory referendum

Staples

Committees won’t hear 
debate on resolution

Turn to NATO on Page 6A

Turn to POT on Page 7A

Turn to MCCABE on Page 7A

Roys Soglin

In joint appearance, Roys, Soglin slam Walker

Turn to CANDIDATES on Page 7A

Firefighter 

killed
Slain fire captain 

owned bar where  

explosion was  

centered. Page 2A
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