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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Bruce C. Carlson
•Theodore W. “Ted” Caucutt
•Sherrie E. Duoss
•William R. Hein
•John Scott Henning

•James A. “Jim” Kienbaum
•Marilyn Jean  
(Simonson) Klassy
•Barbara J. Kronquist
•Marian E. Longman

•John A. Orland
•John Riedel
•Mark E. Veum
•Matthew Koch Williams
•Deloris R. Write

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 77 | Low 62  

A brief shower  
or two

More on 9A

Job opportunity
A boutique in downtown 

Janesville partnered with 

YWCA Rock County to give 

women who are victims 

of domestic violence a 

chance to work. Page 2A

Bucks on the board
Jrue Holiday chipped in 21 points to go with 

Giannis Antetokounmpo’s 41 to get Milwaukee 

its first win of the NBA Finals on Sunday. Page 1B
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As the city of Milton considers taking on 
more of the cost of fire protection as provided 
by the city of Janesville, officials want to know if 
they have other options.

One alternative could be Milton joining the 
Edgerton Fire Protection District, but Milton 
City Administrator Al Hulick has said that hasn’t 
been discussed.

Apparent l y, 
that’s about to 
change.

The Milton 
City Council will 
meet at 6 p.m. 
Thursday at Mil-
ton City Hall to 
listen to a pre-
sentation by Edg-
erton Fire Chief Randall Pickering.

Several Milton officials on Wednesday met 
with town supervisors from Harmony, Johns-
town and Lima. One of three options presented 
then by Pickering included the city of Milton 
joining the Edgerton Fire Protection District.

Thursday’s meeting will allow the city and 
chief to ask questions of one another.

Hulick said the main question continues to 
be what level of service do residents expect. It’s 
a question the towns are trying to answer, too.

Town officials have a draft of a membership 
petition crafted by attorney Michael Oellerich 
and Milton Town Chairman Bryan Meyer that 
asks the Edgerton Fire Protection District Board 
to allow the towns to join the district.

Pickering said the board would like to see the 
municipalities join as a group. The towns also 
would need an intergovernmental agreement 
that outlines how to pay for a new satellite fire 
station.

“This will undoubtedly be one of, if not the 
biggest, decision you make as an elected official 
for your citizens probably in your government 
service career,” Pickering told the town leaders

He said he and Deputy Chief Jason Russ have 
been acting as informed advisers, adding that 
the Edgerton fire district doesn’t have a sign out 

Milton city, 
Edgerton 

fire leaders  
to meet

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

Janesville resident Sarah 
Zeimet gave birth to her second 
child at Mercyhealth Hospital 
and Trauma Center, Janesville, 
on March 19, 2019. A perfectly 
healthy baby boy.

While still pregnant but not 
knowing the sex of her unborn 

child, Zeimet did some prelim-

inary research on circumcision 

in the event she gave birth to a 

boy. She said she was still unsure 

whether she would circumcise a 

son should she have one, when 

she came across an anti-circum-

cision post on Facebook. For her, 

that post sowed the first seed of 

doubt in the the procedure.

Zeimet discussed the matter 

with her husband. She said he 

shared her belief that circum-

cision, despite being a common 

practice, was not necessary for a 

child of theirs.

“It was like a relief,” she said 

she felt upon hearing him agree 

with her.

So when Zeimet’s gynecologist 

asked during a prenatal appoint-

ment if she was going to get her 

child circumcised if it was a boy, 

Zeimet replied she was not and 

the conversation ended there.

At the hospital, she welcomed 

her newborn son. Soon after 

delivery, nurses started asking if 

Bucking routine: Janesville mom among those turning down circumcision for their boys

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

I
t is difficult to convey the inten-
sity with which Bryanna Pettera 
uttered these words:

“Daddy, I did it! It was awe-

some!”

Dripping wet from the Rock River 

in Traxler Park, the 9-year-old had 

just finished water skiing for the first 

time.

She was one of 42 people with dis-

abilities who skied on a special rig 

pulled by those powerful boats that 

pull water skiers during local show 

ski tournaments.

Bryanna, who has Down syn-

drome, was frightened before tak-

ing to the water. She covered her eyes 

with her hands, said her father, Alic 

Mattingly.

But not afterward.

“Awe-some!” the diminutive Edg-

erton girl repeated several times, the 

word seeming to emanate from the 

core of her being.

An organization called Graceful 
Wakes provided the equipment and 
50-plus volunteers to get 42 skiers 
with disabilities on the water. Many 

Along for the ride

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Zackary Moes, center, smiles as Grace Petzold, left, and Tony Ianno assist on each side during an adaptive water skiing expe-
rience provided by Graceful Wakes at Traxler Park in Janesville on Friday for people with physical and mental disabilities. Pet-
zold started the nonprofit as a 15-year-old after witnessing her mother, who uses a wheelchair, water ski for the first at a similar 
event in Florida.

Bryanna Pettera, 9, of Edgerton, is strapped into an adaptive water ski by volunteer 
Rosemary Angsten during Friday’s Graceful Wakes event at Traxler Park in Janes-
ville.

Edgerton fire district chief  
to speak to Milton City Council

PickeringHulick

The history of circumcision is deeply rooted in religious traditions,  

as the practice dates back 3,000 years in Jewish culture and among 

Muslims and Christians for nearly as long. Adoption of the practice  

in the U.S. was largely based on perceived hygienic benefits. 
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Nonprofit gives people  
with disabilities a way  

to try water skiing
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