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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Doris “Dorrie” (Busse) Alff
•Maurice A. Charbonneau
•Logan B. Clifford
•Lori A. Fox
•Jeffrey K. “Jeff” Luengen

•Ima “Jean” Mates
•Anthony “Tony” Milz
•Doris E. Mishler
•Kathleen R. Solles
•Randall J. Swatek

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 19 | Low 17  

Cold with  
some sun

More on 7A

Trump, Pelosi far apart in border security talks
House speaker maintains there will be no ‘wall money’ in any bill 

while president resumes his push for such a structure. Page 7B

DOT secretary eyes gas tax, fee increases
Craig Thompson, Gov. Tony Evers’ transportation secretary, 

says more revenue is needed to update roads. Page 2A

Who’s No. 1?
The Bucks strengthened their 

grip on first place in the Eastern 

Conference with a 105-92 

win Thursday night over 

the pursuing Toronto 

Raptors. Page 1B

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The state of the city is cold.
The frigid weather has been all-con-

suming this week, and it permeated 
the opening line of Janesville City 
Manager Mark Freitag’s State of the 
City address Thursday 
night inside the coun-
cil chambers.

With the impromp-
tu weather report out 
of the way, Freitag 
launched into a rough-
ly 45-minute-long 
speech that lauded 
the accomplishments 
of 2018 and described 
the work to be done in 2019.

His remarks followed a similar 
theme to last year’s address. Janesville 
continues to make progress despite 
persistent challenges—some of which 
are out of the city’s control—and can 
look forward to more growth in 2019, 
he said.

Perhaps the biggest piece of new 
information came after the presen-
tation. Freitag told reporters that the 
city’s homelessness task force is con-
sidering a plan to provide a parking lot 
for those who live in their cars.

The lot would have restrooms and 
security. The task force hopes to make 
the idea a reality by May, he said.

In his speech, Freitag highlighted 
downtown revival as one of the city’s 
strengths, which was no surprise given 
the projects completed in 2018.

Last year, Janesville opened the 
ARISE Town Square and the adjacent 
festival street downtown. A local art-
ist unveiled a new postcard mural at 
the end of a revitalized Doty Mill Alley 
near the town square, and construc-
tion crews began demolishing the 
Milwaukee Street bridge to clear the 
way for a replacement.

Freitag also directed praise inward.
He applauded city staff, especially 

those who work outside, for continuing 
to do their jobs despite low tempera-
tures. He presented two employees—
Deputy City Manager Ryan McCue and 
Management Information Specialist 
Molly Nolte—with “coins of excellence” 
for the work they did in 2018.

While much of the address was 
optimistic and upbeat, Freitag did 
bemoan state-imposed revenue caps 
and a shared revenue system the city 

By Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

One day after a report that Foxconn 

was drastically rethinking its operation 

in southeastern Wisconsin, a Japan-based 

news outlet reported the tech giant is halt-

ing work on its planned $10 billion plant 

in southeastern Wisconsin and a second 

plant in China.

The Taiwanese-based company disput-

ed the report, saying its plans were “un-

changed.”

The Nikkei Asian Review reported 

Thursday that Foxconn will suspend work 

on the Racine County campus and post-

pone work on a $9 billion display panel 

project in Guangzhou, China, for at least 

six months.

The report, citing anonymous sources 

and documents, said Foxconn’s decision to 

suspend work on the two plants is because 

of “weakening macroeconomic conditions 

and the uncertainties brought by the trade 

More tumult for Foxconn
Report in Japan claims work stopping in Wisconsin; company denies it

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Jeremy Rudd of Iowa uses a tool to sculpt a block of snow Thursday in Lake Geneva on the opening day of the United States National Snow 
Sculpting Championship. Fifteen teams from around the country are participating in the national competition, which is part of Winterfest. 
The competition will take place through Saturday in downtown Lake Geneva at Flatiron Park and The Rivera. Sculptures will remain standing 
for as long as Mother Nature allows. One team reportedly was barred from the competition after submitting overtly political design plans, 
one of which featured President Donald Trump (see story on Page 2A for more).

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Some Milton High School 

students have given shout-

outs to @SuperinTIMdent on 

Twitter for their impromptu 

six-day weekend.

For those who don’t know, 

@SuperinTIMdent is Milton 

Superintendent Tim Schigur’s 

Twitter handle. Schigur said 

he finds the students’ manner 

of voicing approval for recent 

snow days amusing.

But he and other school dis-

trict officials soon must deter-

mine how to make up class time 

lost during this frigid week, 

which was so cold it forced 

local schools to close and Gov. 

Tony Evers to declare a state of 

emergency.

The state Department of 

Public Instruction mandates 

that districts offer at least 437 

hours of instruction for kinder-

gartners, 1,050 hours for first 

through sixth grades and 1,137 

hours for seventh through 12th 

grades per academic year.

Officials from several school 

districts weighed in on if and 

how their school calendars 

will be affected by the recent 

weather.

Janesville 
Patrick Gasper, public infor-

mation officer for the Janesville 

School District, said officials 

are considering their options.

Officials have closed schools 

five days this year for weather, 

four of which were this week.

The district can miss up to 

two school days without vio-

lating the state’s hours require-

ment. Officials need to think of 

a plan for the other three days 

missed so far and more missed 

days that could come, Gasper 

said.

School now will be in session 

May 24, a day that was reserved 

as a makeup day, Gasper said.

The district has not yet 

decided how to make up the 

remaining days, but it has op-

tions, he said. They include 

adding extra school days in 

June, adding more time to ex-

isting school days, or changing 

teacher planning days to in-

structional days.

About 10 years ago, the 

Janesville district held classes 

on a Saturday to make up for 

missed school days, but Gasper 

said that was not well-received 

and likely won’t happen again.

Officials likely will wait until 

spring to make final decisions, 

Gasper said.

Milton
Milton School District offi-

cials are holding off on final de-

cisions about makeup days for a 

Cold reality: Students will have to make up missed school days

Let the snow sculpting begin

Turn to TUMULT on Page 7A

Turn to REALITY on Page 7A

Speech  
hits  

positive 
notes

STATE OF THE CITY

Freitag touts growth  
downtown in address

Freitag

Turn to SPEECH on Page 7A

RELATED
• Risks of a warmup: With higher temperatures expected across the Midwest 

this weekend, municipalities could soon be dealing with flooding, potholes./Page 6B
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