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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Eleanora H. “Nora” Bergendal
•Patricia J. Clark

•Thomas H. Glass
•Treyveon Jaquil-Amir Wofford
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AM rain, then a 
shower or two
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Nation/World  . .7B-8B

Opinion . . . . . . . . 6A-7A
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State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

Support groups . . . .5A
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Crew will seek 

sweep Sunday
Milwaukee’s 4-0 win  

over Colorado on Friday 

will have the Brewers 

seeking a closeout  

victory. Page 1B

Playoff hopes alive Other scores

Craig .................... 39
Madison West ........ 6

Mad. Memorial .... 48
Parker .................... 6

Edgerton ............. 45
Whitewater ............ 6

Full coverage inside

Lake Geneva Badger kept 

its hopes of earning a 13th 

straight postseason berth 

alive Friday night with a 

28-20 win over host Elkhorn. 

Page 1B

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

MILTON

Olivia Combs was sur-
prised by how much she 
didn’t know about man-
ufacturing.

Combs, 15, was among 
more than 1,200 Rock 
County students who 
toured Blackhawk Tech-
nical College’s Advanced 
Manufacturing Center 
on Thursday and Friday 
for Manufacturing Day, a 
national event designed 
to “inspire the next gener-
ation of manufacturers,” 
according to its website.

Along with tours of the 
center, students visited 
at least one or two local 
firms, including North 
American Pipe, Prent, 
Goex, Baker Manufactur-
ing, Edgerton Gear and 
Tigre USA. More than 35 
firms were involved in the 
event, and students from 
20 schools attended.

The goal?
To reach students such 

as Combs who haven’t 

been exposed to the new 

generation of jobs in man-

ufacturing fields.

Lisa Brorick, an aca-

demic learning coach at 

Parker High School, said 

students tend to gravitate 

toward what their par-

ents do for a living.

“But the economy in 

Rock County has really 

changed,” she said Fri-

day. “This is a way for 
us to help families and 
to show students all the 
different careers that are 
out there.”

Parker teachers Nicole 
Kan and Tami Trulock es-
corted another group of 
Parker students Friday, 
and they believe it’s cru-
cial to get all freshmen—
not just those interested 

Manufacturing Day offers students a glimpse of the future

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Craig High School teacher who showed a video 

with a leftist view of labor unions must now submit 

her lesson plans to her principal in advance.

The change was mentioned in a letter sent Friday 

to the parents of students in the class.

As The Gazette reported Tuesday, the video 

was an excerpt from an online comedy/news show 

called “Newsbroke,” hosted by comedian Francesca 

Fiorentini.

Students in the Marketing II class viewed part of 

an episode called “Why the Rich Love Destroying 

Unions.”

The teacher also will be required to teach the 

class “additional lessons to provide 

a more balanced view of the topic,” 

Principal Alison Bjoin wrote to the 

parents.

Bjoin wrote that the teacher’s use 

of the video violated school board 

policy about controversial topics in 

the classroom.

“The problem with this particu-

lar video is that it is heavily biased 

toward one point of view, and it did 

not fairly present a whole picture,” Bjoin wrote. “The 

By Christopher Rugaber

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON

The U.S. unemployment 
rate fell in September to 3.7 
percent, the lowest since 
1969, when young men 
were being drafted to fight 
in Vietnam and the Amer-
ican auto industry and the 
space program were going 
full blast.

The Labor Department 
reported Friday that the 
rate edged down from 3.9 
percent the month before as 
employers added 134,000 
jobs—a figure that was 
probably depressed by the 
effects of Hurricane Flor-
ence in the South. Still, it 
extended an extraordinary 
8½-year streak of monthly 
job growth, the longest on 
record.

That run has added 
nearly 20 million people to 
the nation’s payrolls since 
the Great Recession, which 
cost nearly 9 million people 
their jobs.

The ultra-low jobless 
rate—the best in nearly 49 
years—reflects a healthy 
economy driven by strong 
consumer and business 
spending. In fact, hiring is 
so strong that employers 
are having trouble filling 
openings and some are be-
ing forced to offer higher 
pay.

Despite the similar un-
employment rates, today’s 
economy is vastly different 
from that of 1969. Back then, 
one-third of Americans 

Craig High School makes changes in wake of controversial video

Submitted image
‘Why The Rich Love Destroying Unions,’ a video by AJ+, an online news ser-
vice of Al Jazeera Media Network, was shown in a Craig marketing class. The 
video discusses political issues and is hosted by Francesca Fiorentini, right.

US jobless 
rate of 3.7% 

is lowest 
since 1969

Nation’s job growth 
has now extended 
for 8½-year span

By Alan Fram and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
After weeks of shock-

ing accusations, hardball 
politics and 
rowdy Capi-
tol protests, 
a pair of 
w a v e r i n g 
s e n a t o r s 
d e c l a r e d 
Friday they 
will back 
Brett Ka-

vanaugh’s Supreme Court 
confirmation, all but guar-
anteeing the deeply riv-

en Senate will elevate the 
conservative jurist to the 
nation’s highest court on 
Saturday.

The announcements by 
Republican Susan Collins 
of Maine and Democrat 
Joe Manchin of West Vir-
ginia ended most of the 
suspense over a political 
battle that has transfixed 
the nation—though die-
hard Democrats insisted on 
arguing through the night 
to a mostly empty Senate 
chamber.

Some of them continued 
raising concerns that Kava-
naugh would push the court 
further to the right, includ-
ing with possible sympa-
thetic rulings for President 
Donald Trump, the man 
who nominated him. But 
the case against Kavanaugh 

Kavanaugh  
confirmation  

assured
Bitter battle 
should end 

with vote today

Teacher must submit lesson plans  
to school principal in advance

Bjoin

By Greg Stohr

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON

Brett Kavanaugh’s as-
cension to the U.S. Supreme 
Court after a bitter confir-
mation battle will create 

what is like-
ly to be the 

strongest conservative ma-
jority since the New Deal.

The Senate is set to hold 
a final vote to confirm Ka-
vanaugh today, letting him 
take the bench when the 

court hears its next argu-
ments Tuesday. Kavana-
ugh, who overcame allega-
tions of sexual assault and 
misconduct dating to his 
school days, will become 
President Donald Trump’s 
second appointee on the 
high court, joining Justice 
Neil Gorsuch.

The reconstituted court 
could roll back abortion 
protections, outlaw af-
firmative action, bolster 

Next-gen jobs

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
TAGOS Leadership Academy students Kate McCully, right, and Jack Powell, left, slide 
sheet metal through a fitting machine in the HVAC lab Friday during Manufacturing Day 
at Blackhawk Technical College’s Advanced Manufacturing Center in Milton.

Parker High School students get instruction on how to use 
a tablet to operate a machine that creates custom designs 
Friday at Blackhawk Technical College’s Advanced Manu-
facturing Center in Milton.

Kavanaugh

Kavanaugh’s rise heralds 
new conservative era
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