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Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 2A-3A

Faire draws ‘Tech Ninjas’
Elkhorn held its first ever Mini Maker Faire 

on Saturday. It was an exposition of arts, crafts 
and technologies that local businesses, schools 
and crafters brought to display. In some cases, 
people could join in. Maker Faires have been 
around for nearly 10 years. Milwaukee has held 
a large one since 2014. “I think it’s re-imagining 
how we educate children and teach them to 
problem-solve, so we’re ready for the tech age 
that we’re in,” said Kathy Cannistra of Milwau-
kee, who has been involved with Maker Faires 
there.

Book looks back at theaters
For many years, Ted Schaar had a faint mem-

ory of going to the Beverly Theater on Janes-
ville’s Main Street with his dad in 1954. The 
Janesville native longed to know more about the 
Beverly and Janesville’s other movie theaters—
the Apollo, Jeffris and Myers. Now Schaar has 
self-published a book, “Impermanence,” which 
not only looks at city movie houses but also 
tackles the topic of urban sprawl and the au-
tomobile.

NATION/WORLD • 10B-11B

Afghan bomb kills at least 95
A suicide bomber drove an ambulance into 

a commercial area by pretending to be carrying 
a patient to a hospital and then detonated his 
explosives at a checkpoint near the European 
Union consulate, killing at least 95 people and 
wounding 158 more in an attack claimed by the 
Taliban, authorities said. Saturday’s powerful 
explosion, which came a week after Taliban 
militants killed 22 people at an international 
hotel in Afghanistan’s capital, Kabul, was felt 
throughout the city and covered the blast area 
in smoke and dust.

living: Trips to a hospital emergency room can be a tipping point in an elder’s health • 1C

WEATHER • 11A

TODAY
34°/20°

Mostly cloudy

MONDAY
27°/13°

Some clouds, 
then sunny Sunday, January 28, 2018 • Our 172nd year • $2.50

Sports • 1B

Two recent acquisitions have 
amped up fan enthusiasm and 
may have shifted the Milwaukee 
Brewers into the contender 
column

DEATH NOTICES • 10A
•Colton Danger Crofta/Janesville
•Mary J. Gregerson/Janesville
•Jerry L. Jones/Janesville

OBITUARIES • 10A
•Dr. Helen Jane Armstrong/Elkhorn
•Helen I. Fiedler/Janesville
•Mary Jean Gregerson/Janesville
•John P. Johnson/Oshkosh and Green Bay
•Lois Laney/Janesville
•Judith Ann Nelson/Edgerton
•Raymond Ogle/Edgerton
•Marjorie Myers Wilson/Janesville

By Anna Marie Lux

amarielux@gazettextra .com

SULLIVAN
On a recent morning early 

this month, a bomb cyclone 
plundered its way up the East 
Coast.

The nasty nor’easter not 
only created heavy snow and 
high winds, it also locked a 
frigid cold snap squarely over 
Wisconsin.

In eastern Jefferson County, 
meteorologists at the National 
Weather Service office in Sulli-
van finally predicted some re-
lief to a prolonged run of wintry 
misery in the state.

Every day, 24 hours a day, 
workers at the rural location 
monitor changing weather in-
formation to update forecasts 

for 20 southern Wisconsin 

counties, including Rock and 

Walworth.

Sometimes, they are wrong.

But the people who predict 

wind, rain and snow are more 

accurate today than ever before 

thanks to improved technology.

“The advancements have 

been tremendous,” said mete-

orologist Steve Davis, who has 

worked for the National Weath-

er Service for 30 years.

In part, he attributes the 

increase in forecasting accu-

racy to computer modeling at 

the National Weather Service 

center.

The former Milton man, who 

now lives in Palmyra, said the 

changes have been incremental 

Improving technology helping forecasters as they work to make sense of weather 24/7

By Jen Fifield

Stateline .org

WASHINGTON
As President Donald Trump and Republican 

leaders in Congress set out to impose tougher 
restrictions on welfare, their conservative al-
lies across the country are trying to help them 
accomplish their mission, state by state.

Republican governors and state legislators 
are moving ahead with proposals that would 
make it harder for people to get and keep wel-

fare benefits and restrict what benefits they get. 

Measures already have been floated in about 

a dozen states, and, policy analysts say, what 

happens in states in the coming year will serve 

as an indicator of what’s to come nationally.

Some state lawmakers are proposing new 

work requirements for people receiving food 

stamps under the Supplemental Nutrition As-

sistance Program, known as SNAP, and for peo-

ple receiving government-subsidized health in-

surance under Medicaid. Others want welfare 

recipients to pass drug tests. Many are looking 

to crack down on fraud by requiring recipi-

ents to prove their eligibility more frequently 

and with better documentation. Efforts to ban 

the purchase of junk food and soda with food 

stamps are also ongoing.

In Wisconsin, Republican Gov. Scott Walker 

last week called a special session for lawmak-

ers to consider a package of draft legislation 

that would impose more restrictions on food 

stamps and Medicaid. His proposal and many 

others are driven by the philosophy that gov-

ernment benefits should only be temporary, 

and that people should earn the benefits if they 

can.

“Governor Walker has long believed that 

welfare should be more like a trampoline and 

not a hammock,” said Amy Hasenberg, Walk-

er’s press secretary, in a statement to Stateline.

But Democratic leaders and welfare advo-

cates say the restrictions Walker and others are 

pushing would strip people of the support that 

is allowing them to scrape by, and drive them 

deeper into poverty.

“These programs work,” said David Lee, 

Where the work-for-welfare movement is heading

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

Ask Milton City Adminis-

trator Al Hulick about a bill 

proposing a wheel tax refer-

endum, and he’ll point to the 

Milwaukee Bucks’ new arena.

The state Legislature 

never asked voters before 

it passed lucrative funding 

packages for the Bucks’ soon-

to-be-completed arena or for 

Foxconn’s mega manufacturing 

project in Mount Pleasant, he notes.

So why is the Legislature trying to impose 

referendums on local municipalities’ ability to 

enact wheel taxes, one of the last available fund-

ing tools for communities to fix their roads?

“Why is it so directly punitive toward local 

communities?” Hulick asked.

Wheel taxes are flat fees imposed on vehicles 

registered within a munici-

pality. All money collected is 

used for road maintenance. 

Milton, Janesville, Beloit and 

Evansville are the four Rock 

County communities with 

wheel taxes.

Sen. Steve Nass, R-La 

Grange, has proposed a bill 

that would require any mu-

nicipality wishing to implement a wheel tax 

to first get voter approval via a referendum. 

Communities such as Milton and Janesville 

would have to put their wheel taxes on the bal-

lot within 18 months of the bill becoming law.

The referendums would have to be part of 

a regular election. But the municipality would 

have to pay the prorated cost of adding the 

question to the ballot, according to the bill’s 

fiscal estimate from the state Department of 

Administration.

If voters reject the referendum, no more 

wheel tax.

In a statement emailed to The Gazette, Nass 

Locals oppose state-mandated 
wheel tax referendumWhat about local control?

Eyes on the sky

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Warning coordination meteorologist Tim Halbach uses the central screen to show the coverage area of the National Weather Service’s Doppler radar at 
the service’s Sullivan office in eastern Jefferson County. Constantly improving technology is making weather forecasts far more accurate.

A Doppler radar tower is located outside the National Weather Service office in 
Sullivan. The facility issues severe weather watches and warnings and weather 
forecasts for 20 counties in southcentral and southeastern Wisconsin.

State, national proposals driven 
by belief government benefits 

should only be temporary

Hulick

Nass

Turn to CAST on Page 5A

Turn to WELFARE on Page 6A

Turn to WHEEL on Page 7A Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Janesville Craig’s Jack Huml scores on a base-
line layup during the Cougars’ Big Eight matchup  
against Middleton on Saturday at Craig. Jacob 
Ngobi led Craig with 17 points but four Cougars 
scored in double figures as the team took control 
by the end of the first half and cruised to a 71-55 
victory. The win improved Craig to 7-8 on the sea-
son and 6-7 in league play. Story, Page 1B.

Craig boys top Middleton
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