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Milton girls top Parker
The Red Hawks scored their first 

win of the season Friday night 

with a 42-39 victory over  

the host Vikings in a nonconference 

game. Parker slipped to 1-2 

on the season. Page 1B

Woman injured 

on slippery roads
A woman was injured early 

Friday as the result of  

several collisions on an  

icy bridge on Highway 11.  

Page 3A

Bucks streak hits 10
Giannis Antetokounmpo 

scored 33 points and had 12  

rebounds to help Milwaukee  

to a 119-110 victory over the  

host Cleveland Cavaliers  

on Friday. Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

I woke up at 5:30 a.m. Friday to the dulcet tones of 

Bixby, the artificial intelligence lady who lives inside 

my phone.

“Hey … There …” Bixby said in her usual, emotionless 

monotone. “It’s Black Friday today.”

Just like that, I was in the shower, slapping myself 

in the face and purposely stinging my eyes with Old 

Spice shower gel to wake 

myself up.

By early Friday, I 

already was 12 hours late to 

the start of many retailers’ 

Black Friday events. That 

meant I was late to make good on the following march-

ing orders—the first from my editors at The Gazette, the 

second from my wife:

1. “Catch the early (and we mean early!) crowds at the 

local stores and find us the zeitgeist-iest, zippiest thing 

there is about this year’s Black Friday—the one thing 

that’s going to blow a winter-fresh gale of new life into 

this year’s local media coverage of the Biggest Shopping 

Day of the Year That Somehow Seems Smaller Than it 

Used to Be!”

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
A divisive leader drove 

the opposition to extreme 

measures. The political cli-

mate was toxic—with lit-

tle civil debate or middle 

ground. The clash ended 

in a high-risk political 

showdown that captured 

the nation’s attention and 

shaped the next election.

This was the 2012 bat-

tle to recall Gov. Scott 

Walker, not the 2019 fight 

to impeach President Don-

ald Trump. But for some 

who lived through the for-

mer, the episodes have clear 

similarities and a warning 

for Democrats about over-

reach and distraction.

“In both cases, they 

thought just as they were 

upset about something, 

everyone was,” Walker said, 

describing one of his take-

aways from the campaign 

that failed to remove him 

from office. “Just because 

your base feels strongly 

about something doesn’t 

mean that the majority of 

other voters do.”

Although moderates 

declined to join liberals 

back then in voting to eject 

Walker, Democrats warn 

against presuming they’ll 

break the same way for 

Trump next year in Wis-

consin, a state seen as piv-

otal in 2020. Voters who 

were likely wary of undoing 

Walker’s election via a rare 

recall face a simpler choice 

in whether to hand Trump a 

second term, they say.

“People may not like 

impeachment simply 

because it adds to the 

drama of his presidency, 

but that doesn’t mean they 

are on the fence or sympa-

thetic to Trump,” said Jon 

Erpenbach, a Democratic 

Wisconsin state senator.

The Walker recall sprang 

from a law he signed just 

months into his first term 

that effectively ended col-

lective bargaining for most 

public employees. Walker 

didn’t reveal his plan until 

after he was elected in 2010, 

and the move sparked mas-

sive protests that made 

Wisconsin the center of a 

growing national fight over 

union rights.

Angry activists gathered 

nearly a million signatures 

to force the recall. Although 

Democrats had fought hard 

against the bill, with some 

state senators even fleeing 

the state at one point to 

avoid a vote, they were ini-

tially reluctant to embrace 

the recall for fear it would 

hurt then-President Barack 

Obama’s re-election hopes 

in 2012.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

DELAVAN

Two apparently starving dogs were found in the 

parking lot of the Delavan Walmart on Thursday 

night and Friday morning, the latest examples in a 

bad year for animal neglect cases, an animal shel-

ter official said.

Police brought the dogs to Lakeland Animal Shel-

ter, which found them in such bad shape that they 

were taken to a veterinary clinic where they could 

be monitored over the weekend, said the shelter’s 

director, Kristen Perry.

Perry said the male dogs appeared to have used 

up all of their fat and muscle reserves and were 

very weak.

“I’m sure having to wander around in the cold 

and dark and try to find someone to take care of 

them was not easy on their systems. They were 

pretty exhausted,” Perry said.

Delavan police were not available for comment, 

but they stated on their Facebook page that the 

owner faces charges related to maltreatment and 

abandonment of animals.

Police later announced they had identified a 

“person of interest” in the case.

The dogs had been in a man’s home until 

Black Friday mission

Impeachment 
stirs memories 
of 2012 recall

Two dogs found abandoned, emaciated in Delavan parking lot

Submitted photo
This Delavan police photo shows two emaciated dogs that were found 
near the Delavan Walmart in recent days.

TO HELP
The dogs found abandoned at the Delavan Walmart 

won’t be healthy enough for adoption for months, but 
those interested in adopting them or other dogs can 
apply using the Lakeland Animal Shelter’s website, 
lakelandanimalshelter.org. Financial support for the 
nonprofit is also welcome.

Gazette reporter drafted  
into ranks of holiday shoppers

Photos by Angela Major/fschultz@gazettextra.com
Black Friday shoppers take a break on a bench in the Janesville Mall on Friday.

Frieda Pulkowski of Afton browses Bath & Body Works prod-
ucts on sale for Black Friday at the Janesville Mall. Carrying 
two bags of products she planned to buy, Pulkowski said 
she has shopped this particular sale for the past 10 years.

Is state’s experence relevant to 2019?

WalkerTrump

Delavan police say they have  
a ‘person of interest’ in case

Turn to SHOPPING on Page 7A

Turn to DOGS on Page 7A

Turn to RECALL on Page 6A

RELATED
• Nation/World: Early deals 

subdued the impact of Black Friday 
sales around the country./Page 7B
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