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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 9A
•Diane Ruth (Fredrich) Allen
•Harold E. “Dewey” Anderson
•John B. Shier

•Adulphus Williams
•Jacqueline Wilson
•Judith Mary (Luedtke) Zastrow

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 82 | Low 58  
Warm with plenty 

of sunshine
More on 10A

Helping hand
Mercyhealth 

official joins efforts 

to offer medical 

assistance after 

Hurricane Ida. 

Page 8A

Milwaukee stumbles
The Brewers managed just 

three hits Wednesday and  

the Tigers completed a  

two-game sweep of the  

NL Central leaders with  

a 4-1 victory. Page 1B
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In ‘Living’
Interested in becoming a social  

media influencer? Check out these 

tips for finding your path. Page 3Ckicks
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‘Guys on Ice’
Two male friends 

contemplate life, love 

and fishing from their 

ice shanty in a Theatre 

Unlimited musical 

show. kicks, inside

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
An early-morning bicyclist cruises along the Ice Age Trail through Monterey Park in Janesville as the sun rises 
Wednesday.

Pedal pusher out for an early ride

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

If the proposed indoor 

ice arena and sports com-

plex at Uptown Janesville 

comes to fruition, it likely 

will be named after Wood-

man’s Food Market, a group 

of stakeholders who are 

raising private funds for 

the project has announced.

The Friends of the 

Indoor Sports Complex 

made known this week 

that they have secured 

$3.75 million in private 

donations. That includes a 

$2 million donation from 

the Janesville-based super-

market chain.

The agreement means 

that Woodman’s has gar-

nered naming rights for 

the future $33 million 

sports complex proposed 

for a now-vacant anchor 

store space in Janesville’s 

main shopping mall.

Christine Rebout, who 

directs the Janesville Area 

Convention and Visitors 

Bureau, is co-chairperson 

of the Friends of the Indoor 

Sports Complex.

Rebout said fundraising 

for a two-sheet ice arena 

and a 20,000-square-foot 

“flexible use” sports and 

convention space is coming 

together after being on 

pause during the COVID-

19 pandemic.

In just the last month 

or two, Rebout said, 

fundraising has surged 

to total roughly half the 

group’s goal of $7 million 

in private funding for the 

project.

As recently as March, 

the friends group told The 

Gazette the group had 

secured no major donors 

for the indoor sports com-

plex.

The group last year was 

prepared to enter an initial 

design phase for the project 

alongside the city of Janes-

ville, which is a public part-

ner in the project and the 

entity that likely would 

become owner of the sports 

complex.

But when the pandemic 

hit in mid-2020, the sports 

complex friends shelved 

fundraising efforts and 

asked the city to hold off on 

design work for the project, 

saying the global COVID-19 

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
The push to build an ice arena and indoor sports complex at the former Sears department 
store location at Uptown Janesville got a boost Wednesday when the Friends of the Indoor 
Sports Complex group announced $3.75 million in private donations to go toward the proj-
ect, including $2 million from Janesville-based grocer Woodman’s Food Market.

$3.75 million raised for proposed ice arena
Woodman’s donates $2 million,  

potentially secures naming rights

By Laura Schulte

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Wisconsin will be the new 
home for about 400 Afghan 
evacuees after they complete 
their immigration process.

A state official said Wednes-
day afternoon that the Biden 
administration is expecting 399 
refugees to be resettled within 
Wisconsin, although no infor-
mation has been released as to 
where within the state.

That number could change, 
the official said, but for now the 
state and resettlement agencies 
are preparing for 399.

The news of resettlement 
plans comes as flights of Afghan 
evacuees coming to the U.S. have 
temporarily been halted after six 
confirmed cases of measles in 

people who have already arrived.

Three senior U.S. government 

officials in a Tuesday afternoon 

phone briefing did not release 

where those cases are located 

nor did they say when flights 

of evacuees into the U.S. would 

resume again.

“We are approaching the sit-

uation with the utmost caution 

and care, as we have the respon-

sibility to ensure the health and 

well-being of every person that’s 

part of this mission,” an official 

said. “That includes not only the 

individuals we’re caring for as 

far as Afghans coming into the 

United States, but our employ-

ees and ultimately the commu-

nity.”

Afghan evacuees already in 

Officials: Nearly 400 
Afghan evacuees to be 
resettled in Wisconsin

By Steve Sharp

Adams Publishing Group

FARMINGTON
The sun is barely up on 

a Wednesday morning and 
Dianne Owens is sipping a 
cup of coffee as she takes a 
reporter on a tour of her rela-
tively new dream home, a medi-
eval-themed castle in, of all 
places, the Jefferson County 
countryside.

“I’m here 24/7,” Owens said 

of the almost-constant atten-

tion she gives to her breathtak-

ing castle home.

Owens, a self-described “his-

torian” and frequent traveler 

to Ireland, has been a graphic 

artist working from home for 

the past three decades. Her 

home and occupation have 

allowed her to channel her cre-

ativity into painting the cas-

tle’s interior walls, upholstering 

Castle is couple’s dream 
home, gathering place

 Æ Goal is to attract people for weddings, other events  
to Jefferson County countryside—with medieval flair

Turn to ARENA on Page 10A

Turn to CASTLE on Page 10A

Turn to EVACUEES on Page 9A
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