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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Blackhawk Community Credit Union 

leaders are in talks with a developer to 

buy the stripped and gutted Chase Bank 

downtown this summer.

Meanwhile, the city has asked the 

credit union to make repairs to bring 

the building up to code by Aug 24.

The credit union in September 

debuted plans to redevelop the former 

bank into a Legacy Center honoring 

the memory of workers at the former 

General Motors Assembly Plant. Plans 

included a small grocery store and cof-

fee shop on site.

Last month, the credit union 

announced it was dropping real estate 

development plans, including the Leg-

acy Center, to focus on its core mission.

The shift in plans left the 107-year 

old building stripped and gutted along 

one of the main stretches of the city’s 

NEW DIRECTIONS

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The building in downtown Janesville that Blackhawk Community Credit Union once intended to redevelop as a General Motors Leg-
acy Center is the subject of a letter from city inspectors, asking that repairs be made by Aug. 24.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The decrepit former Town 

and Country restaurant in 

downtown Janesville has 

changed hands again, this 

time to a new group of own-

ers who plan to demolish and 

clear the property for “mixed 

use” redevelopment.

Janesville resident Oak-

leigh Ryan, who recently 

bought the five-storefront set 

of buildings at 14-24 S. River 

St., on Wednesday confirmed 

that she and a “small group” 

of silent partners now own the 

property. They plan to demol-

ish the ailing buildings, which 

have been under city raze-or-

repair orders since late 2018.

State Department of Reve-

nue real estate transfer records 

show owner Blackhawk Com-

munity Credit Union on May 

29 sold the buildings to real 

estate holding partnership, 

Blackhawk has sold another building near 
ARISE Town Square; demolition expected

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The former Town and Country restaurant building, seen in the 
background of this 2018 photo, was sold by Blackhawk Com-
munity Credit Union last month.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Janesville School District tentatively 

plans to return to traditional grading this fall 
regardless of whether students learn in class-
rooms or at home.

The district resorted to pass/fail grading in 
spring after coronavirus restrictions required 
schools to teach students virtually. District 
leaders, administrators and teachers decided 
on the change.

“Do I think we’re going to stick with pass/
fail? Probably not,” Superintendent Steve 
Pophal said, “… because we’re not rookies any-
more at virtual learning. We learned a lot the 
last three months.”

A final decision on fall grading likely will 

Traditional 
grading  

to return  
this fall

Blackhawk Community Credit Union decides its downtown holdings need

Former First National Bank not up to code as credit union looks to sell

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

The Wisconsin Elections Commission gave 

final approval Wednesday to a mailing that 

will put absentee ballot application forms 

in the hands of 2.7 million registered voters 

ahead of the November presidential election.

The commission, split evenly among 

Republicans and Democrats, previously voted 

unanimously in favor of sending the mailing 

Absentee ballot  
application 

mailing gets  
final approval

Elections commission approved 
wording of letter Wednesday

Janesville schools turned  
to pass/fail system in pandemic
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By Thuc Nhi Nguyen

Los Angeles Times

Surgical masks are replaced 

with N-95 respirators, the dental 

drill is silent, and waiting-room 

magazines are gone. Your next trip 

to the dentist might be much dif-

ferent from what you’re used to.

Four decades after the AIDS 

epidemic changed dentistry, 

requiring providers to wear gloves 

and goggles for the first time, the 

novel coronavirus is challenging 

the industry again to step up its 

sanitizing standards as patients 

begin to return for routine care 

amid a global pandemic.

“Dentists are really great at 

infection control and being pre-

pared to create safety,” said Califor-

nia Dental Association President 

Richard Nagy. “That’s what we’re 

good at, and that’s what we’re 

doing.”

Although the Occupational 

Safety and Health Administra-

tion deems dentistry “very high 

risk” for coronavirus transmission, 

there have been no COVID-19 clus-

ters linked to dental settings or 

among dental health care profes-

sionals, according to the CDC. But 

in March as the pandemic began 

to escalate in the U.S., most offices 

were limited to just handling 

emergencies. To set a “new nor-

mal” as patients return, the CDC 

and the California Department of 

Public Health issued guidance on 

May 3 and 7, respectively, revamp-

ing the routine, including pre-care 

screenings, which tools to use and 

how air is filtered inside offices.

Here’s what the recommenda-

tions mean for your next dentist 

appointment:

Biting 

down 

on the 

virus 
Added precautions 

will be new normal 

during dentist visits
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