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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 65 | Low 35  
Some sun, then 

increasing clouds
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Richard Campbell’s small 

gray Pontiac was decorated 

with handmade signs that 

read “RC works with the best 

people for 47 years” and “RC 

said we will come back stron-

ger than ever.”

The 69-year-old mainte-

nance worker for Van Galder 

Bus in Janesville wanted the 

signs to be a statement of sol-

idarity for his bosses and 

300 co-workers at the com-

pany where he has worked his 

entire adult life.

The COVID-19 pandemic 

has marooned the tourism 

and travel industry, and it has 

left Campbell and 277 other 

Van Galder employees on tem-

porary furlough for the last 

month. Wednesday was the 

first time Campbell had seen 

most of his colleagues since he 

was laid off in April from his 

job cleaning buses and the bus 

terminal and headquarters on 

Pearl Street.

Campbell, known as “RC” 

to his co-workers, was one 

of about 100 employees who 

orchestrated a 20-minute 

car and motorcycle parade 

past company headquarters 

Wednesday morning.

The parade was meant 

to buoy the spirits of work-
ers and management, and the 
message was simple: “We miss 
you.”

Supervisor Tim Ballenger, 
who led the parade planning, 
was one of many wearing Van 
Galder work shirts. Some of 
the charter bus drivers wore 
the white shirts and neck-
ties they would normally wear 
while driving buses.

The company’s school bus 
service was suspended in mid-
March when schools closed. 
Van Galder’s Coach USA char-
ter bus service temporarily 
shut down in early April in 
response to plummeting rider-
ship. Furloughs have affected 
almost 100% of the work-
force. Ballenger talked about 
what the parade meant to Van 
Galder managers and the doz-
ens of workers who organized 
it.

“You’ve got people who 
been here a long time,” Bal-
lenger said. “Like RC. He’s 
worked the job almost 50 
years. A month off the job 
is tough because a lot of us, 
we’ve all been together years. 
We miss each other and want 
to see each other.

“I just said out of the blue, 
‘Hey, a crazy idea would be to 
do a parade. Get together and 
do a parade right past the job. 

All aboard

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Furloughed employees from Van Galder Bus Company drive their decorated vehicles past the company’s Janesville headquarters 
Wednesday to show their support for management and their co-workers. Below: Van Galder employees Kim Dooley, left, and Shannon DeRemer 
wave as cars drive past the company’s facilities on Rockport Road in Janesville. Bottom: Mike Peterson waves from the back window of a car 
Wednesday in a show of support for furloughed employees of Van Galder Bus Company.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Rock County has the ninth-high-

est daily growth rate of COVID-

19 cases in the country, according 

to data collected by the New York 

Times.

The county— labeled as the Janes-

ville-Beloit metro area on the data 

table—has a daily growth rate of 9% 

with a doubling rate of eight days.

Rock County’s neighbor to the 

south, Rockford, Illinois, ranks 

eighth on the Times’ list. Green Bay 

and Racine are listed as 11th and 12th 

respectively.

There have been 311 confirmed 

cases of COVID-19 in Rock County, 

and 10 people have died.

As of Wednesday afternoon, 17 

people were hospitalized, up two 

County 
sees fast 

spread

By Eric Tucker and Carla K. Johnson

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

As Europe and the U.S. loosen 

their lockdowns against the coro-

navirus, health experts are express-

ing growing dread over what they 

say is an all-but-certain second wave 

of deaths and infections that could 

force governments to clamp down 

again.

“We’re risking a backslide that 

will be intolerable,” said Dr. Ian Lip-

kin of Columbia University’s Center 

for Infection and Immunity.

Around the world, German 

authorities began drawing up plans 

in case of a resurgence of the virus. 

Experts in Italy urged intensified 

efforts to identify new victims and 

trace their contacts. And France, 

which hasn’t yet eased its lockdown, 

Experts 
troubled  

by loosened 
lockdowns 

Second wave of infections 
looking likely, they warn

Growth rate appears  
to accelerate because  

of more testing: Official

Van Galder employees organize parade  
to boost morale for furloughed workers

Turn to SPREAD on Page 5A

Turn to VAN GALDER on Page 5ATurn to WAVE on Page 5A

Battery powered
Evansville seniors Hailey 

Elwood, left, and Emily 

Pfeil figured to pitch and 

catch their way to another 

successful season before 

pandemic hit. Page 1B

Budget trouble
The state is projecting a  

vast reduction in sales tax 

collections during April 2020 

compared to April 2019, 

increasing pressure to end 

stay-at-home order. Page 2A

Change of venue
Rock County court  

commisioner to conduct 

series of small weddings 

at Riverside Park in Beloit 

instead of the courthouse 

later this month. Page 3A
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