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WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
33°/24°

Turning sunny; 
colder

THURSDAY
38°/34°

Mostly cloudy

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 8A

Franklin hosts career day
Franklin Middle School held a College and 

Career Readiness Day designed to expose stu-
dents to life’s possibilities and to show them 
how the work they do in school connects to 
the real world. Tuesday’s presenters came from 
60 careers.

GIFTS announces new service
GIFTS Men’s Shelter officials are adding a 

layer of support they hope will increase the 
odds that men who have stayed at the shelter 
will transition back into productive, indepen-
dent lives through a transitional living program 
starting in a recently shuttered youth group 
home and treatment facility GIFTS acquired.

STATE • 2A

Myriad bills get votes
Abortions for public workers would not be 

covered by insurance in most cases under a bill 
the state Senate approved Tuesday without de-
bate. As senators worked into the night, they 
also approved bills loosening regulations for 
building on wetlands, allowing terminally ill 
patients to try experimental drugs, and provid-
ing more aid to schools in rural areas and ones 
that have been cash-strapped.
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•James A. Christophersen/Shopiere
•John F. “Jack” Duesterbeck/Lake Geneva
•Jeffrey A. Johns/Elkhorn
•John L. “Jack” Welsh Jr./Janesville

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Genevieve “Mrs. Pep” H. Peplinski/Edgerton
•Joyce Schlender/Janesville

Associated Press
American skier Lindsey Vonn smiles as she comes 
to a stop at the bottom of the downhill skiing course 
today in Pyeongchang, South Korea. Vonn finished 
third in the downhill race to take home the bronze 
medal after she missed the 2014 Olympics in Sochi, 
Russia. The race was likely the last of Vonn’s career. 
Vonn, 33, is one of the most decorated women in 
the history of competitive alpine skiing. Story on 
Page 4B.

Vonn wins bronze in downhill
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Food & Drink • 8C

Four Dishes: Bar fare 

gets a tasty twist 

at The Looking Glass 

in Janesville
quick kicks

FOOD & DRINK

Soulful smorgasbord

Blackhawk Technical College 

Culinary Arts program students 

will tempt your taste buds at 

the school’s annual soul food 

luncheon from 11:30 a.m. to 

1 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 

27, in the north 

commons of the 

central campus, 

6004 S. County 

G, Janesville.

The menu 

features baked and fried chicken, 

ham-fried catfish, barbecued 

ribs, okra, candied yams, collard 

greens, black-eyed peas, macaroni 

& cheese, spaghetti, corn bread, 

red velvet cake, peach cobbler and 

sweet potato pie. 

The Harlan Jefferson Duo will 

provide live entertainment. 

Admission is $10 per person 

and $8 for senior citizens.  Res-

ervations and takeout orders are 

due Friday. To reserve a spot, visit 

tinyurl.com/BTCSoulFood or call 

608-757-7717.

FILM

Did you get the memo?

Swing by the Janesville Per-

forming Arts Center, 408 S. Main 

St., Janesville, at 8 p.m. Friday for 

a screening of “Office Space” as 

part of “Brew and 

View” in JPAC’s 

gallery theater.

Along with 

the film and 
free 

popcorn, the event features craft 

beers from Rock County Brewing 

Co. Guests must be at least 21 

years old, and seating is limited to 

the first 100 people.

Cost is $5 at the door. For more 

information, call 608-758-0297 or 

visit JanesvillePAC.org.

MUSIC

The mastery of Mahler

The Beloit-Janesville Sym-

phony Orchestra will perform 

Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 

5 in both Janesville and Beloit on 

March 10-11.

In Janes-

ville, the 

show will be  

at 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, March 

10, at the Janesville Performing 

Arts Center, 408 S. Main St. Doors 

open at 6:30 p.m., and “Welcome 

to the Age of Psychology,” a 

pre-concert talk presented by 

BJSO Music Director Rob Tomaro, 

will start at 6:45 p.m. On Sunday, 

March 11, the show moves to the 

Eclipse Center, 3 Eclipse Center, 

Beloit, for a 2 p.m. matinee. Doors 

open at 1 p.m., and Tomaro’s 

discussion will begin at 1:15 p.m.

Cost is $20 for adults, $5 for 

students and free to children 

accompanying adults. A cash bar 

and complimentary snacks will be 

available at both performances.

For advance tickets in 

Janesville, visit JanesvillePAC.org 

or call 608-758-0297. In Beloit, go 

to BeloitJanesvilleSymphony.org, 

call 608-313-1200 or visit Attic 

Quilts, 319 State St.

PETS

Animal allies assemble

More than 50 exhibitors, 

animal-related vendors and artists 

will show their wares during Arftic 

Art for Animals from 10 a.m. to 

4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, at the 

Pontiac Convention Center, 2809 

N. Pontiac Drive, Janesville.

The Friends of Noah-WI fund-

raiser also features raffles, 

foster friends, a 

silent auction live 

music and more.

Cost is $5 per person 

and children younger than 10 will 

be admitted free.
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Gotta 

dance!
Local showcase 

features area’s most 

graceful youngsters

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—There is 

little time off for compet-

itive dancers—even the 

young ones.

Twenty kids ages 9 to 

16 will perform 14 routines 

during the Local Dance 

Showcase at the Janesville 

Performing Arts Center later 

this month in preparation for 

their competitive dance sea-

son, said Life Dance Academy 

owner Tanya Adkins.

The showcase allows danc-

ers an opportunity to perform 

in front of an audience on 

stage before the added pres-

sure of competition, Adkins 

said.

It’s also an opportuni-

ty to bring dance to JPAC 

instead of the usual plays and 

concerts, said JPAC Executive 

Director Nate Burkhart.

JPAC has partnered with 

Life Dance Academy for three 

years for the showcase. Pro-

ceeds from the event go back 

to the performing arts center, 

Burkhart said.

The dancers start practic-

ing in September for com-

petition season, which lasts 

from February to May, Adkins 

said. Dancers often spend six 

or more hours a day at school 

and then take six hours of 

dance class a week, she said.

“These families sacrifice a 

lot,” Adkins said.

The competition team per-

forms a compilation of duets, 

trios and other group dances 

across a variety of genres, 

Two-state store tours 

take place March 2-3

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—If I were 

to estimate, I think 75 

percent of the items I 

have bought in my life 

were bought second-hand.

When I was younger, it 

was embarrassing to buy 

clothes at thrift stores. Now I 

embrace it as I flaunt my $4 

Kate Spade purse or $2 work 

pants.

So it seemed natural to 

send me and fellow vintage 

loving reporter Catherine 

Idzerda on a mission to 

seek out a route for the fifth 

annual Vintage Shop Hop on 

Friday-Saturday, March 2-3. 

The event is a self-guided 

tour of vintage and consign-

ment stores, according to a 

news release.

Vintage Shop Hop includes 

more than 400 stores span-

ning across southern Wis-

consin and northern Illinois, 

according to the release. It 

has more than doubled in size 

since the first event was held 

in 2013.

Each store on the hop will 

offer some special promotion. 

Some will have treats, others 

sales or gifts for shoppers, 

according to the release.

For shoppers in the Janes-

ville-Beloit area, we found a 

trip along Highway 51 had 

a lot to offer. We started at 

Gazette reporters follow route for Vintage Shop Hop

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com

Holly and Steven Enk stand inside their Janesville shop, Vintage Junk-

ies. The store will be part of the Vintage Shop Hop featuring  stores 

throughout northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin on March 2-3.

IF YOU GO

What: Vintage Shop Hop, 

a self-guided tour of vintage 

shops and boutiques across 

southern Wisconsin and 

northern Illinois.

When: Friday-Saturday, 

March 2-3. Time is depen-

dent on when shops open for 

business.

Where: For a list of 

participating locations, visit 

vintageshophop.blogspot.

com.

Maple Sugar Fest  

taps into tastiness 

of real maple syrup

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

B
ELOIT—As Andy Tuszynksi trudged out to the 

Welty Enviromental Center’s sugarbush—a stand 

of sugar maple trees in the expanse of Beloit’s 

Big Hill Park that surrounds the environmental 

center—he mused that what he was about to try probably 

wouldn’t work.

A Gazette reporter who’d never tasted real maple syrup 

sap in the wild had convinced Tuszynski to give it a shot 

anyway. Reluctantly, Tuszynski hunted through the snow 

in a grove of bare trees, looking for the tell-tale signs of a 

sugar maple: vertical bark ridges and nubby twigs pok-

ing out of opposite sides of each branch.

Tuszynski, who is Welty Environ-

mental Center’s environmental 

educator, spotted a mature sugar 

maple. He produced a hand drive 

from his white drywall bucket 

and bored an inch-deep hole in 

the tree’s trunk before working a 

metal spigot (its technical name is a 

spile) into the hole.

And … nothing came out. No maple 

sap. No nothing. Not a drop or a drip.

The wind hissed through the trees like the 

sigh of an annoyed, old woodsman.

“As I expected, it’s still too cold for sap,” Tuszynski 

said. “You’ll have to wait a few weeks, at least.”

The temperature had been climbing from the low teens 

into the mid-20s for a few days, but that’s not quite warm 

enough to induce the park’s maple trees to begin 

circulating their sap up and down their 

trunks, Tuszynski said.

Welty Environmental Cen-

ter officials aren’t counting 

on the nearby sugar maple 

trees to start spitting 

sap in time for its annual 

Maple Sugar Fest this Sat-

urday. The center has ordered 

enough locally-sourced maple syr-

up to top the pancakes and sausage it 

will serve for breakfast at the annual festival.

Whether trees on the grounds are producing sap in 

the coming days, Maple Sugar Fest has contingency plans 

in place to show off tree tapping and sap-boiling demos for 

people to learn the finer points of maple syrup making.

“Even if the weather and the timing’s off, we’ve thought 

up ways to goose things a little bit,” said Brenda Plakans, 

Welty’s Executive Director.

Sticky 

sweet

Turn to SYRUP on Page 1C

Turn to SHOP on Page 5C

IF YOU GO

What: Local Dance 

Showcase

When: 2 to 4 p.m. Sun-

day, Feb. 25.

Where: Janesville Per-

forming Arts Center, 408 S. 

Main St., Janesville.

Cost: $5 per person

Tickets: Call the Janes-

ville Performing Arts Center 

box office at 608-758-0297 

or visit JanesvillePAC.org.

Turn to DANCE on Page 5C

COMING THURSDAY

Educational program 
comes with sweet 
pancake and sausage 
breakfast at Maple 
Sugar Fest ./kicks

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

Ice-cold floodwater surround-

ed four adults and two infants at a 

Janesville intersection on Tuesday 

afternoon.

Jonathan Johnson said the water 

looked shallow enough for the Maz-

da 5 crossover he was driving, but it 

stalled. He got out to push, and water 

rushed in, filling the vehicle with icy 

water to the edges of the seats.

After a time, “I couldn’t feel my 

legs anymore, so I stopped. I stood 

on top of the car,” he said.

That’s when firefighters were 

called. They quickly rescued the 

adults and children, placing them 

in warm trucks.

At about the same time, another 

driver stalled in the intersection. He 

got out, and the car floated away, said 

the man’s wife, who would identify 

herself only as Erica.

The intersection of Beloit Avenue 

and Delavan Drive was one of many 

spots in Rock and Walworth coun-

ties closed by as much as 2 inches of 

rain that fell overnight Monday and into Tuesday, 

sometimes in heavy downpours.

Combined with melting snow and frozen 

ground, the water rushed down hills and into low 

areas.

Many homeowners faced little dramas of their 

own as they tried to steer water away from their 

flooding basements. Several sandbag stations 

opened around Rock County. The Janesville station 

had given out about 1,500 sandbags by 4 p.m., with 

an after-work rush expected, tired workers said.

Carol Schmidt filled her trunk with sandbags 

and headed home. She has the lowest house on her 

block of South Grant Avenue, she said, and water 

was draining from surrounding properties.

“It’s a swamp,” she said, a phrase rarely heard 

in mid February.

Deluged city roads  
strand motorists

A Janesville firefighter carries Beloit resident Jonathan Johnson’s 
6-month-old son into a fire engine to warm up after a water rescue 
in Janesville. The vehicle Johnson was driving stalled in the flooded 
street.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
The vehicle Jonathan Johnson was driving sits unoccupied in floodwaters Tuesday near the intersection of 
Beloit Avenue and Delavan Drive, Janesville. Firefighters rescued adult passengers as well as two infants from 
the vehicle.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

MILTON

Tuesday’s spring primary whit-

tled the Milton School Board race 

to six candidates and eliminated 

Gabriel Szerlong and Brent Miller 

from contention.

Incumbent Brian Kvapil, often the 

board’s lone dissenting voice on facil-

ities-related issues, led all candidates 

with 1,245 votes.

Diamond McKenna and incum-

bent Shelly Crull-Hanke followed, 

with each receiving more than 1,000 

votes.

Joe Martin, Tony Astin and Har-

vey Smith all received enough sup-

port to remain on the ballot. They 

will need to make up ground before 

the April 3 general election to earn 

one of the board’s three open seats.

Kvapil and Crull-Hanke are 

seeking re-election, while six-term 

incumbent and current board Pres-

ident Bob Cullen is stepping aside.

Kvapil was surprised he received 

the most votes but said he was happy 

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Sauk County Circuit Judge Mi-

chael Screnock and Milwaukee 

County Circuit Judge Rebecca Dal-

let easily advanced Tuesday from 

Wisconsin’s three-way primary for 

Supreme Court, setting up an April 

runoff between two judges with clear 

ideological differences.

Screnock, who had the support of 

conservatives, and the liberal-mind-

ed Dallet easily outpolled Madison 

attorney Tim Burns, who ran the 

most explicitly partisan campaign of 

the three. Burns ran as a Democrat 

and made a point of taking partisan 

SPRING PRIMARIES 2018

Turn to FLOODING on Page 9A

Water from rain,  
melting snow  

covers area roads

By Scott Bauer and Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

Wisconsin Democrats tried to 

pressure Republicans into pass-

ing universal background checks 

for gun buyers Tuesday, but the 

strategy backfired after GOP 

leaders outmaneuvered them, 

seized control of the legislation 

and rewrote it to fund armed 

guards in schools.

The move capped a day of fu-

rious debate over gun control in 

the state Capitol in the wake of a 

mass shooting at a Florida high 

school that left 17 people dead.

Republican Attorney General 

Brad Schimel 

began the day 

by telling WT-

MJ-AM radio 

he would be 

open to letting 

teachers and 

others go armed 

in schools.

“Law-abid-

ing gun owners 

don’t go and 

shoot up schools,” Schimel said. 

“When you make a school a gun-

free school zone, the only person 

you’re stopping is the law-abid-

ing gun owner who doesn’t want 

to get in trouble.”

Democrats, meanwhile, held 

a morning news conference de-

manding the GOP pass Dem-

ocratic measures that would 

institute universal background 

checks, prohibit people convict-

ed of misdemeanor domestic vi-

olence from buying guns and ban 

Assembly, Senate GOP pass gun bills
Democratic proposal  

rewritten to fund 
armed school guards

Turn to BILLS on Page 5A

Schimel

Screnock, 
Dallet  

beat Burns  
in primary
Voters will choose one  

for state Supreme Court

Wisconsin Supreme Court

 Michael Screnock ................ 246,552
 Rebecca Dallet ......................190,678

Tim Burns ............................... 94,925

RELATED

• No action in Florida: Students 
from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School watched in person as Florida’s House 
of Representatives voted not to debate an 
assault rifle ban ./6B

Six left 
in board 
contest
Newcomer near top  

of tally in Milton  
School Board primary

Milton School Board

 Brian Kvapil (I) ..........................1,245
 Diamond McKenna ................... 1,129
 Shelly Crull-Hanke (I) ............... 1,051
 Joe Martin ................................... 946
 Tony Astin .....................................837
 Harvey Smith ...............................610

Gabriel Szerlong .......................... 581
Brent Miller...................................419

Turn to MILTON on Page 5A

Turn to SUPREME on Page 5A
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