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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 7A
•Justin Aaron “Boo Boo 
Bear” Black
•Russell O. Douglas
•Nora C. (Cardenas) 
Jimenez
•Jeremy T. Jorgensen

•Wallce Edward Krueger
•Larry Martin Lund
•Sandra McCall
•Curtis (Curt) “Skinny” 
McGinness
•Greta Coehoorn Neerhof

•Shellie Sue Osborne
•Joan Irene (Pecore) 
Palmer
•Keith William Peters
•Donald Thornton

Matchup loses luster
No Aaron Rodgers. Patrick 

Mahomes and the Chiefs are 

struggling. And Jordan Love will 

get his first career NFL start for 

the Packers on Sunday. Page 1B

Home schooling
Consolidated Elementary 

School in Milton to switch 

to virtual learning  

because of COVID-19 

cases. Page 3A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 53 | Low 37  

Sunny; breezy  
this afternoon
More on 8A
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CELEBRATING 176 YEARS

By Kevin Murphy

Special to The Gazette

MADISON

A man who gave kickbacks to 

a Mercyhealth System vice presi-

dent that resulted in a $3 million 

loss to the Janesville-based med-

ical provider pleaded guilty 

Thursday to wire fraud and pro-

viding false information on a tax 

form.

According to court documents 

filed in federal court in Madison, 

Ryan Weckerly, 47, of Sycamore, 

Illinois, prepared internet, radio 

and television services to Mercy-

health through his two market-

ing firms.

Barbara Bortner, Mercy- 

health’s vice president of market-

ing and public relations, oversaw 

marketing projects and approval 

of invoices and bills.

In February 2015, Weckerly 

agreed with Bortner to send 

inflated invoices to Bortner for 

his services to Mercyhealth. 

He agreed to kick back to Bort-

ner the funds he received from 

the inflated invoices, and Bort-

ner agreed to use Weckerly’s 

Morningstar Media Group as 

Mercyhealth’s primary market-

ing agency.

To provide a cover for the 

fraud the defendants engaged in, 

Bortner created Welnspire, LLC 

which purportedly performed 

work for Weckerly’s Inviron-

ments Magazine.

Between February 2015 and 

September 2020, Weckerly wrote 

113 checks to Bortner totaling 

about $2 million and made cash 

payments in excess of $1 million 

to Bortner, Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Aaron Wegner told U.S. Dis-
trict Judge William Conley on 
Thursday.

To receive the kickback funds, 
Bortner opened a business 
account for Welnspire at the 
Bank of Milton where she was 
the only authorized signer.

Bortner spent at least some of 
the kickback funds for her per-
sonal use, Wegner said.

Illinois man second to plead guilty in $3 million kickback scheme
Weckerly sent inflated 

invoices to Bortner,  
a Mercyhealth VP

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

There are few signs Com-

mercial Development Company 

plans to develop the former Gen-

eral Motors plant site it owns on 

Janesville’s south side.

In fact, at least one top city 

official suspects Commercial 

Development intends to aban-

don one or more of the major 

parcels at the former auto plant 

at a time when state records 

show the company still has yet 

to meet state or city approval for 

full cleanup of the property.

City of Janesville records show 

that as of last week, the St. Lou-

is-based brownfield redevelop-

ment company owes the city 

$100,000 in back taxes from 

2020. Other city records show 

Commercial Development also 

is $200,000 in arrears on unpaid 

utility bills.

Five years ago, Commercial 

Development trumpeted plans 

to clear and rekindle the 115-acre, 

main plant site into a renewed 

business park that would feature 

development land with prime 

rail access and big-league electri-

cal and utility infrastructure.

City officials say the main plant 

site remains a rubble-strewn, 

concrete-covered, post-indus-

trial chasm that is in a condition 

mostly unchanged since Com-

mercial Development wrapped 

up the bulk of 

demolition 18 

months ago.

Only now, 

the property is 

marked for auc-

tion next week 

with a kickoff bid 

of $750,000—a 

fraction of the 

price Commer-

cial Development paid when it 

bought the property from GM for 

$9 million in 2017.

City Manager Mark Freitag 

said Thursday that Commer-

cial Development hasn’t told the 

city one way or another what it 

intends to do amid the pend-

ing auction. Yet Freitag said the 

company’s posture doesn’t make 

it appear interested in actively 

spearheading redevelopment at 

the old GM site.

“You take a look at the prop-

erty and its current state of 

Freitag

City official suspicious of ‘cut and run’
Records: Owner of GM 

site owes $100,000  
in back taxes from 2020

TRIAL OF KYLE RITTENHOUSE: DAY 4

By Amy Forliti, Tammy Webber 

and Michael Tarm

Associated Press

KENOSHA
The first man shot by 

Kyle Rittenhouse on the 
streets of Kenosha was 
“hyperaggressive” that 
night, threatened to kill 
Rittenhouse and later 
lunged for his rifle just 
before the 17-year-old 
fired, witnesses testified 
Thursday.

The testimony at Rit-
tenhouse’s murder trial 
came from two witnesses 
who had been 
called to the stand 
by the prosecution 
but gave accounts 
often more favor-
able to the defense 
in the politically 
polarizing case.

Rittenhouse, 
now 18, is charged 
with shooting three men, 
two of them fatally, in the 
summer of 2020. He had 
gone to Kenosha with an 
AR-style semi-automatic 
rifle and a medical kit in 
what he said was an effort 

to safeguard property 

from violent protests that 

broke out over the police 

shooting of a Black man.

Richie McGinniss, who 

was recording events on 

a cellphone that night 

for the conservative web-

site The Daily Caller, tes-

tified that Joseph Rosen-

baum, the first man shot 

that night, was killed after 

chasing down Rit-

tenhouse and 

making a lunge 

for the gun.

“I think it was 

very clear to me 

that he was reach-

ing specifically 

for the weapon,” 

McGinniss said.

Ryan Balch, 

a former Army infan-

tryman who carried an 

AR-style rifle that night 

and walked around 

Witnesses: First 
victim made threat, 

lunged for gun
Balch: Rosenbaum was ‘hyperaggressive’

Balch

Steeple removed

RELATED
• FBI takes to sky: Video taken 
of protests from an FBI airplane 
used at trial./Page 2A

Turn to GM on Page 8A

Turn to SCHEME on Page 8A

Turn to TRIAL on Page 8A

The late afternoon sun begins to set as crews 
with construction management firm JP Cul-
len work on the removal of the 157-year-old 

spire at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Janes-
ville on Thursday. The deterioration of mate-
rials has caused the 132-foot-tall spire to tilt 

to the southeast and become structurally 
unsound. A steel cradle was lowered over the 

steeple and attached to it so the steeple could  
be lifted safely off its base and transported to 

the ground. The bell will also be removed  
and placed for display outside near the  

northwest corner of the church. For more 
photos of  the steeple removal, go to  

gazettextra.com/galleries.
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