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By Ted Anthony

AP National Writer

The streets were on fire as National Guard 
troops streamed into American cities. The 
shouts were soaked in anger and anguish: 
“We’re sick of it!”

There was dark talk of “radical agitators.” 
Violent outbursts and arrests piled up across 
the republic. The White House issued martial 
statements about law and order. On TV, foot-
age of unrest and anger played on a continu-
ous loop.

The voice from mission control was cool 
and calm as the rocket soared into the sky and 
towards space. “Stage One propulsion is nom-
inal.”

It was the late 1960s. It is right now.
For Americans of a certain age—and for 

those mindful of the past—it is impossible to 
ignore the simi-
larities between 
these past few 
days and some of 
the more unset-
tling moments 
from the 1960s. 
In particular 

1968, a year marred by assassinations and vio-
lent social unrest.

And there are reasons to believe that 2020, 
not yet half done, could even surpass 1968 as 
one of American history’s most powerful social 
and political flashpoints.

From an impeachment trial to a devastat-
ing pandemic, from galloping unemployment 
to George Floyd’s death at the hands of Min-
neapolis police, all the threads are there, flow-
ing together into a raging, muddied river that 
serves up unimaginable challenges.

“All these things are being woven together,” 
says historian Thurston Clarke, author of “The 
Last Campaign,” which chronicles Robert F. 
Kennedy’s 1968 presidential campaign and 
assassination on June 6 of that year.

“It’s like an anti-hit parade, a convergence of 
the greatest catastrophes of the past 100 years 
or so, all hitting us at once,” Clarke says. “And 
with what hope?”

In the morass that is 2020, history’s ghosts 
from an assortment of American eras have 
resurfaced:

 � From 1918, when a pandemic’s first wave 
ravaged, ebbed and then gave way to a more 
powerful second wave.

 � From 1930, when an economic crash 
revealed its longer-term effects on American 
citizens in the form of the Great Depression.

 � From 1974, and the governmental disar-
ray that preceded Richard M. Nixon’s resigna-
tion, echoed in January and February with the 
impeachment trial of President Donald Trump.

 � From 1992, and its images of Los Angeles 
burning after the acquittal of four police offi-
cers in the beating of Rodney King.

Perhaps the most uncomfortable era to sum-
mon for comparison is the one no one really 
wants to talk about: 1860, when the final pieces 
of polarization fell into place for what would 
be a cataclysmic Civil War.

Slavery, America’s greatest historical shame, 
was the flashpoint then. Today, it is police bru-
tality against black people, a descendant of that 

Echoes 
of history
The year 2020 already feels like 

an intersection of 1918, 1930, 1968 
and other turbulent years

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
More than 100 people showed up 

along Milton Avenue to protest the kill-

ing of George Floyd, the Minneapolis 

man who died after a police officer knelt 

on his neck for almost nine minutes.

A second, smaller group of people 

planned to step in with guns and bees 

if things got out of control—which they 

didn’t.

The protest was organized by the 

Rock Valley Fellowship of Reconcilia-

tion, a local group that might be best 

known for its weekly peace vigils in front 

of U.S. Rep. Bryan Steil’s downtown 

office. Group members said they were 

pleased and surprised by the turnout.

Norm Aulabaugh, who helped orga-

nize the event, said when the police asked 

him how many people they expected, he 

said, “I don’t know, six?”

Instead, the sidewalk and terrace in 

front of the post office at 1818 Milton Ave. 

was filled. At one point, a handful of pro-

testers also occupied the median sep-

arating northbound and southbound 

traffic on Milton Avenue.

Erik Vazquez, a youth advocate 

at Franklin Middle School, said it is 

crucial to show support for those who 

get unjustly treated elsewhere.

“Even though we don’t see as many 

bad things (in Janesville), it’s import-

ant for us to stand up for the other cit-

ies,” Vazquez said. “Our city can be an 

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON

The Milton School Dis-

trict’s school day likely will 

look different next year than 

it has in the past as the district 

balances learning and safety 

in the COVID-19 era.

District officials are con-

sidering three options for 

conducting school.

Under one option, all stu-

dents could be back in class-

rooms but following social 

distancing measures. Under 

another, students could 

attend school virtually with 

no in-person instruction 

as they are now. The third 

option is a “hybrid” approach 

that blends teaching students 

in person in small groups on 

alternating days and online 

assignments.

“Student and staff 

health and safety has 

to be our top prior-

ity at this time. We 

want to make sure 

that we ensure and 

maintain a safe envi-

ronment that is con-

ducive to learning for 

everyone,” Superintendent 

Rich Dahman told the school 

board Tuesday.

The school district is work-

ing with the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention, 

Rock County health 

authorities, the state 

Department of Pub-

lic Instruction and 

other stakeholders 

to navigate options, 

Dahman said.

Kari Klebba, com-

munications and 

community outreach coor-

dinator, said the district is 

combing through different 

parts of the school day and 

considering how to change 

Janesville joins Floyd protest

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Protesters hold signs in Janesville on Sunday demanding justice for George Floyd.

Milton considers 2020-21 school year

More than 100 line up 
along Milton Avenue 

to protest Floyd killing

A motorist honks in support of protesters Sunday in Janesville.

Options include 
in-person classes, 

online or hybrid plan
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Dahman
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