
Gazette
The

CELEBRATING 175 YEARS OF LOCAL JOURNALISM

Thursday, March 25, 2021 • $1.50

Classified . . . . .8B-10B

Comics . . . . . . . 5B-6B

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . .5A

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .8A

Nation/World  . . . . .7B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .4A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . .10B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . 10A

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Thomas Eugene Cheesebro
•Marian J. (Martelle) Christopherson
•Kevin J. Doyle
•Therese Ann Fritz
•Helen M. (Morris) Harnack

•Nora Lea (Banks) Horne
•Paulella “Paula” (Williams) Leavy
•Edward F. Waddell
•Ruth B. Wille

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 52 | Low 31  

A bit of rain  
this afternoon
More on 9A

At the polls
Learn more about races in  

The Gazette coverage area  

that will be on the ballot April 6,  

including Evansville School 

Board and La Prairie town board. 
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In ‘Living’
Experts offer 10 helpful tips  

to maintain good blood pressure 

without medication. Page 3C

MUSIC

Outside voices

The Janesville Performing 

Arts Center has announced it 

will present a series of four free 

outdoor concerts in down-

town Janesville this 

summer. Shows 

include:
• Duel-

ing Pianos with 

Piano Fondue on 

Thursday, June 10, 

and Thursday, Aug. 12, 

both at the JP Cullen Pavilion on 

the town square.

• Willy Porter on Friday, June 

18, at the Marv Roth Pavilion in 

Lower Courthouse Park.

• Take Me Home: A Tribute to 

John Denver on Saturday, July 17, 

at the Marv Roth Pavilion.

To attend, call the JPAC box 

office at 608-758-0297 by April 

12 to reserve a socially distanced 

pod seating up to eight people.  

Pods will be available on a first-

come, first-served basis.

Call between 11 a.m. and 5 

p.m. Monday-Thursday. Dona-

tions for concerts also can be 

made during these hours.

ACTIVITIES

Ag is their bag

The Milton High School FFA 

program and the Rock County 

Farm Bureau “Ag in the Class-

room” program are team-

ing up for “Farmers 

By Steve Johnson

Chicago Tribune

The first thing to know about Wis-

earthy bits that glaciers redistribute.

And this, as it turns out, is even 

better for a getaway spot than a 

merely evocative name. The area my 

wife and I roamed through one fine, 

long weekend—on bike, in canoe, and, 

yes, by SUV patiently waiting for the 

chance to pass quaint Amish bug-

gies and their less-quaint fluores-

cent warning triangles—featured a 

landscape that rolls over hill crests, 

es into valleys and steers rivers 

Photos courtesy of Louise Kiernan

Above: A sandstone bluff sits alongside the Kickapoo River in Wisconsin. Below left: Chicago Tribune writer Steve Johnson helps guide a rented 

canoe along the Kickapoo River.

Picturesque region 

calls to visitors seeking 

rest and relaxation

kicks

Doing the

Driftless
Doing the

Driftless

Catch the drift
Chicago writer takes 

a trip to the Driftless 

Area and finds bikes, 

beer and canoes. 

kicks, inside

Rock County virus data
 New Trend Total
Cases ..........24 +30* 14,665
Deaths ........ 1 0 165
 Total Change
Hosp. .....4 (March 23) 0 (from March 16)
Wednesday’s positivity rate: 21%
*Last Wednesday’s reported number of cases was 

minus-6 due to a state cleanup of its COVID-19 data.

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

The Ho-Chunk Nation’s  
$405 million Beloit casino and 
resort project took a major step 
forward Wednesday when Gov. 
Tony Evers agreed with a federal 
decision to move the designated 
land into trust status.

Evers’ decision paves the way 
for one of the largest entertain-
ment complexes in Wisconsin. It 
is expected to add about 1,500 per-
manent local jobs and more than 
2,000 construction jobs, according 
to a news release from the gover-
nor’s office.

The governor said he agreed 

with the U.S. Department of the 

Interior’s decision in April 2020 

that taking 32 acres of land adja-

cent to Interstate 90/39 into trust 

for gaming purposes would be in 

the tribe’s best interests and would 

not be detrimental to the commu-

nity.

“As we work to bounce back 

from this pandemic, we must do 

everything we can to support eco-

nomic development in communi-

ties across our state,” Evers said in 

the news release.

“The Ho-Chunk Nation and 

local officials in Beloit and Rock 

County have been working 

together toward providing jobs 

and long-term economic support 

in the region, and this is an import-

ant step forward in 

making the Beloit 

casino a reality.”

Ryan Green-

deer, Ho-Chunk 

Nation public rela-

tions officer, said 

there was no time-

line for construc-

tion yet, but Beloit 

City Manager Lori 

Curtis Luther said it was a “real 

possibility” that construction 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A lawyer is citing a 

state bill that bars govern-
ment officials from man-
dating COVID-19 vaccines 
in a push to reinstate sev-
eral Rock Haven employ-
ees who were laid off at the 
county nursing home after 
declining the vaccine ear-
lier this year.

In an email to Rock 
County Corporation Coun-
sel Richard Greenlee, Fitch-
burg attorney Michael 
Anderson mentioned a 
bill that passed the Legis-
lature on Tuesday and has 
gone to Gov. Tony Evers’ 
desk. If signed into law by 
the governor, it would pro-
hibit county health or state 
health officials from man-
dating COVID-19 vaccines.

Anderson’s email to the 
county, obtained by The 
Gazette on Wednesday, 
asked the county how it 
intends to handle the layoffs 
and lost wages and benefits 
for the Rock Haven workers 
if that bill—and a compan-
ion bill prohibiting private 
employers from mandating 
vaccines—become law.

Anderson suggested 
that he is prepared to file 
a notice of claim—a legal 
precursor to a poten-
tial lawsuit—if the county 
won’t settle with 15 nurs-
ing home workers Ander-
son represents.

He said most have been 
out of work since they 
declined to get the Mod-
erna COVID-19 vaccine 
earlier this year, violating 
Rock County’s vaccination 
mandate for Rock Haven 
employees.

“If there is a way to 
resolve this without my 
filing and serving 13 to 15 
notices of claim in early 
May, I would appreciate 
trying to do that,” Anderson 
wrote in the email, which 
was dated Wednesday.

Anderson is one of two 
lawyers who in February 
threatened legal action 
after Rock Haven work-
ers were laid off, quit or 
said they agreed to get the 

Evers OKs Beloit casino project

Luther

Submitted illustration
The Ho-Chunk Nation’s Beloit casino and resort project took a major step forward Wednesday as Gov. Tony Evers ruled in favor of the project’s proposed 
site being declared trust land for the tribe.

Beloit city manager says construction could begin this year
Once it is fully developed, the site will feature a 300-room hotel,  

five restaurants and 2,200 slots along with 50 table games in the casino.  

It is also expected to include a 40,000-square-foot water park,  

an employee child care facility, and a 30,000-square-foot  

conference center and entertainment venue.

Lawyer 
wants  

answers 
from Rock 

Haven

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A great blue heron perches on reeds in a pond on 
Janesville’s northwest side Wednesday.

Wading in wetlands

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville officials hope 

to dissuade the federal gov-
ernment from demoting the 
city from “metropolitan” to 
“micropolitan” status, fear-
ing that it would negatively 
affect federal funding and 
economic development.

A committee reporting 
to the federal Office of Man-
agement and Budget has pro-
posed increasing the mini-
mum population threshold 
to be considered a metro-
politan statistical area from 
50,000 to 100,000 people.

Janesville has been con-
sidered the core city in the 
Janesville-Beloit metropoli-
tan area, which spans across 
Rock County, for 40 years, 
said Duane Cherek, city plan-
ning director.

A metropolitan area must 

have at least one urban cen-

ter with a population of 

50,000 or more to reach met-

ropolitan status. Janesville 

would need to grow by 56% 

to reach the 100,000 bench-

mark under the proposed 

changes.

If the threshold changes, 

Janesville would be consid-

ered a micropolitan area, 

a designation currently 

reserved for areas that have 
an urban center with a pop-
ulation of 10,000 to 50,000 
people.

The change goes beyond 
semantics, Janesville offi-
cials said. It could affect how 
the city receives federal fund-
ing and could take Janesville 
out of the running for busi-
nesses looking for a home.

“You really fall off the 
radar if you are not a met-
ropolitan,” said Gale Price, 
Janesville’s economic devel-
opment director.

Micropolitans don’t get 
looks from businesses as fre-
quently as metropolitans do 
because there is less readily 
available data for micropol-
itans, and some companies 
assume such areas don’t have 
adequate workforces, Price 
said.

Demotion to ‘micropolitan’?

State bill banning 
shot mandates spurs 
questions on layoffs

Janesville officials: Change from metropolitan could be detrimental

A metropolitan area must 

have at least one urban center 

with a population of 50,000 

or more to reach metropolitan 

status. Janesville would need 

to grow by 56% to reach  

the 100,000 benchmark  

under the proposed changes.
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