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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 41 | Low 27  

Plenty of sun
More on 9A

Troop reduction
President Trump is expected 

to decrease the US military 

presence in Iraq and  

Afghanistan before his  

term ends. Page 7B

Restaurant approved
Fast food chain Chick-fil-A plans 

to build a 5,000-square-foot 

store in the Blain’s Farm & Fleet 

parking lot in Janesville.  

Page 3A

Defense delivers
Packers hope to build on 

stalwart effort to hold off 

Jaguars in the final two 

minutes of Sunday’s game. 

Page 1B
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Janesville public works employees clear leaves from city sidewalks just north of Mount Zion Avenue on Monday morn-
ing after heavy winds over the weekend added to and subtracted from leaf piles across the city. Leaf collection started  
Nov. 9 and will run until at least Thursday. For a map of scheduled collection dates in Janesville, visit gazettextra.com/leaves.

Brushing up on leaf collection

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Italian House operator Edmund Halabi 

looked at his dine-in lunch crowd Monday: 
exactly two tables, which brought in about $2 
of profits for the restaurant.

Halabi wishes Rock County public health 
officials—and Gov. Tony Evers—could have seen 
the practically nonexistent dine-in crowd in the 
east-side family restaurant.

The Italian House’s lunch crowd was nowhere 
near the 50% occupancy cap the county’s health 
department had earlier recommended at bars 
and restaurants when it moved several months 
ago into from a Phase 1 COVID-19 recovery plan 
to Phase 2.

Nor was Halabi’s dining room even close to 
hitting a 25% occupancy cap the county’s health 
department recommended Monday when it 

CORONAVIRUS IN ROCK COUNTY

Benjamin Pierce/bpierce@gazettextra.com 
Italian House owner Edmund Halabi prepares sandwiches 
Monday at his restaurant in Janesville. Halabi said the state 
should be shut down for two weeks to combat COVID-19.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Rock County is warning 

people to avoid most gather-

ings because of rapid increases 

in positive tests for the coro-

navirus and rising numbers of 

hospitalizations and deaths.

Rock County in October had 

more positive cases reported 

than all previous months of the 

pandemic combined, and 30% 

of all cases reported during 

the pandemic in the county 

have been in the past 16 days, 

according to the health depart-

ment.

The department also 

reported 14 deaths from 

COVID-19 so far in November 

and a doubling of the number 
of people hospitalized for the 
disease since Nov. 1.

The warning comes as the 
Thanksgiving holiday and the 
gun-deer season approach, 
but the guidance says people 
should avoid gatherings of any 
size with anyone not living in 
the same household.

County Health Officer 
Marie-Noel Sandoval told 
WCLO Radio that officials 
are seeing outbreaks among  
people who attended small 
gatherings and thatpeople are 
wrong to think they are safe if 
they hold gatherings with fam-
ily members they don’t live 
with.

RELATED
• Lesson plan: Janesville School Board to discuss options./Page 8A
• Challenge: State high court considers mask mandate./Page 2A 

Health officials: Avoid gathering
More restrictions recommended 

as COVID-19 infections rise

Janesville restaurant owner grows 
frustrated with capacity limits

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Eric Grimes remembers 

sleepover parties with Dal-
las Garza back in the late 
1990s, when Garza intro-
duced Grimes to flight-sim-
ulator programs.

“I’d literally wake up at 3 
in morning, and he’d still be 
flying helicopters and old 
Cessnas,” Grimes recalled.

Friends and family said 
Garza dreamed about fly-
ing helicopters from a 
young age. He achieved 
his dream as an adult, fly-
ing UH-60 Black Hawks for 
the U.S. Army.

Garza was flying a heli-
copter that crashed off the 
coast of Egypt on Thursday. 
The 34-year-old was one of 
seven members of an inter-
national peacekeeping unit 
who died.

Friends and family 
remembered Garza on 
Monday as smart, moti-
vated and charismatic but 
also as a man who always 
took the time to help those 
around him.

“His smile just lit up the 
room wherever he went. 
Just one happy dude, larger 
than life,” said Grimes, 

whose friendship with 
Garza continued in adult-
hood.

Garza grew up in Janes-
ville but left during his 
junior year at Parker High 
School to join his father, 
who settled in Texas. Garza 
decorated his flight helmet 
with the flags representing 
his family in both states.

Grimes remembered 
playing on basketball 
teams with Garza in ninth 
and 10th grades: “He was 
always offering words of 

Former Janesville 
man dies in Army 
helicopter crash

Submitted photo
Dallas Garza, formerly of 
Janesville, piloted helicop-
ters for the U.S. Army before 
his death last week. His flight 
helmet was decorated with 
flags of Wisconsin and Texas, 
representing the homes of 
two sides of his family.

Dallas Garza, 34, was a Parker student

By Lauran Neergaard

Associated Press

A second experimen-
tal COVID-19 vaccine—
this one from Moderna 

Inc.—yielded extraordi-

narily strong early results, 

the company said Mon-

day, another badly needed 

dose of hope as the pan-

demic enters a terrible new 

phase.

Moderna said its vac-

cine appears to be 94.5% 

effective, according to 

preliminary data from 

an ongoing study. A week 

ago, competitor Pfizer Inc. 

announced its own vac-

cine looked 90% effective—

news that puts both com-

panies on track to seek per-

mission within weeks for 

emergency use in the U.S.

The results are “truly 

striking,” said Dr. Anthony 

Fauci, the U.S. govern-

ment’s top infectious-dis-

eases expert. “The vaccines 

that we’re talking about, 

and vaccines to come, are 

really the light at the end 

of the tunnel.”

A vaccine can’t come 

fast enough, as virus cases 

topped 11 million in the 

U.S. over the weekend— 

1 million of them recorded 

in just the past week—and 

Turn to RESTRICTIONS on Page 8A Turn to RESTAURANT on Page 8A

Turn to CRASH on Page 9A

Second virus vaccine shows striking success
Moderna says shot 

provides strong 
protection

Turn to VACCINE on Page 9A
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