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Elkhorn kickers earn state bid
Senior Devon Davey holds up a WIAA  
sectional championship trophy Saturday 
after the Elkhorn boys defeated Oregon 
2-0 in a title game in Elkhorn. The Elks 
earned their third trip to state with 
play beginning Friday. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 47 | Low 39  
Cloudy and chilly
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Did you remember?
The end of daylight saving 

time early this morning 

means it was time to  

turn clocks back  

an hour.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

You’d think Jonathan Baker 

would have been California 

dreaming on a late October day.

After all, several acres of Baker’s 

hemp crop on a rural Whitewater 

hillside were in limbo. Baker was 

awaiting testing to learn whether 

a late October snowfall had dam-

aged or destroyed hemp still in a 

field just east of the Koshkonong 

hills.

Baker, 29, moved back to Fort 

Atkinson this year after spend-

ing a decade in northern Califor-

nia, where he’d built a life as a 

cannabis activist and small-scale 

grower of legal cannabis strains 

for therapeutic use.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Top: Five acres of hemp that belong to Jonathan Baker, owner of TFP Sciences, grow 
in a rural Whitewater before last week’s snowfall and before Baker harvested the 
crop. Above: Baker stands in his hemp field.

TAKING ROOT
Farmers taking the chance to join state’s fledgling hemp industry

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville police began a partnership 

with the Ring-brand video doorbell com-

pany last month.

It’s a move that has raised questions 

elsewhere around the country, including 

from those concerned about privacy and 

racial profiling.

Police will now be able to send mes-

sages to Ring users, asking them for vid-

eos when crimes occur near their homes, 

and residents can help police solve crimes 

by uploading their videos in Ring’s app, 

called Neighbors.

Police also will be able to send mes-

sages to Ring users in general and to 

specific users who have posted videos of 

interest.

Critics elsewhere have said such part-

nerships have potential to invade pri-

vacy, and they could encourage people to 

inject more racial bias in crime reporting.

Deputy Chief Terry Sheridan noted 

police will not be able to access residents’ 

By John O’Connor

AP Political Writer

SPRINGFIELD, ILL.
When lawmakers 

crafted the law legalizing 
marijuana in Illinois, they 
tried to make sure it would 
right what many see as past 
wrongs linked to the drug.

In addition to expung-
ing hundreds of thousands 
of criminal records for mar-
ijuana arrests and convic-
tions, the law’s architects 
added provisions meant 
to benefit communities 
that have been the most 
adversely affected by law 
enforcement’s efforts to 
combat the drug.

The so-called social 
equity provisions are 
expected to help black 
applicants, in particular, 
as blacks are nearly four 
times as likely as whites to 
be arrested for marijuana, 
the American Civil Liber-
ties Union found. The law, 
which takes effect Jan. 1, 
also established ways for 
qualified applicants to pay 
lower licensing fees and get 
business loans and techni-
cal assistance. And it ear-
marked part of marijuana 
sales revenue for neighbor-
hood development grants.

“On the surface, its tone 
and what it’s trying to do 
is ahead of any state that’s 
done this. They’re really 

setting off in the right way,” 

said Kayvan Khalatbari, a 

board member of Minority 

Cannabis Business Associ-

ation, which has composed 

model laws outlining social 

equity programs. He added 

that follow-through will be 

key: “We can’t just set this 

in motion and set it free.”

Companies that apply 

for a license to sell mar-

ijuana will be judged on 

a 250-point scale, and 

those that qualify as social 

equity applicants will get a 

50-point bump.

There are three ways 

to qualify. First, the orga-

nization applying must be 

majority-owned by a per-

son who has lived at least 

five of the past 10 years in an 

impoverished area where 

there have been high-

er-than-average numbers 

of marijuana arrests. Sec-

ond, the majority owner or 

an immediate family mem-

ber must have an arrest 

or conviction of a mari-

juana offense eligible for 

expungement. Finally, for 

a company with at least 10 

employees, more than half 

must qualify in one of the 

first two ways.

Illinois is the 11th state to 

legalize recreational mari-

juana. Cannabis sales could 

generate $250 million for 

Police open new channel to residents with Ring partnership

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A Ring doorbell and camera mounted at a Janes-
ville home.

DON’T USE RING TO REPORT CRIME
Janesville police ask residents to 

report crime the way they always have: 
Call 911 for emergencies or 608-757-2244 
to contact dispatchers for non-emergen-
cies.

Police will not monitor Ring’s Neigh-
bors app.

But technology raises 
questions about privacy

Illinois marijuana law aims to undo  
harm of war on the drug

Turn to RING on Page 5A

Righting  
wrongs?

Turn to CBD on Page 7A Turn to ILLINOIS on Page 7A
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