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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 10A
•Joseph F. Cleaton
•Charles “Tom” Coe
•Derrick B. Eastman
•Rolland Elmer “Rollie” 
Devlin

•Leland “Lee” Ekleberry Jr.
•April Guthrie
•Michael D. Knipp
•Patricia A. Otto
•Cleo Barbara Quaerna

•Eliga Roach Sr.
•Patricia Mae Schroeder
•Diane A. (Krusick)  
Stanik-Martin
•Robert “Bob” H. Tomten

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 43 | Low 23  

Mostly cloudy, 
breezy and chilly

More on 11A

ELECTION 2018 RESULTS

Dark store referendums
 �Rock County

 Yes .............. 47,544

No .................17,156

 �Walworth County

 Yes .............. 31,039

No ............... 10,620

Page 5A

U.S. Senate

 Tammy Baldwin (D) (I) ..1,455,657

Leah Vukmir (R) ............ 1,171,005

Page 2A

Rock County  
marijuana referendum

 Yes .................46,669

No .................. 20,769

Page 3A

Delavan-Darien School 
District referendum

 Yes .................... 3,729

No .....................2,875

Page 3A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
An individual walks towards an empty voting booth Tuesday to cast fill out a ballot for the midterm election inside 
Blain’s Supply Training Center in Janesville. Rock County Clerk Lisa Tollefson said turnout reached 57 percent in 
Tuesday’s election. For more on turnout in Rock County, see Page 7A.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Democratic challenger Tony 

Evers took a narrow lead early 

Wednesday morning with a re-

count on the horizon in the state’s 

gubernatorial race, according to 

media reports. The Associated 

Press declared Evers the winner 

at 1:24 a.m. today.

With 98 percent of precincts 

reporting at 1:03 a.m., a raft of 

about 45,000 absentee ballots 

in Milwaukee County gave Evers 

an early-morning edge of about 
31,000 votes. Lt. Gov. Rebecca 
Kleefisch told Gov. Scott Walker 
supporters in Pewaukee to brace 
for a “long and drawn-out re-
count.”

The Milwaukee Journal Sen-
tinel reported Evers carried 84 
percent of the Milwaukee County 

absentee ballots, with the overall 
race still too close to call.

The gubernatorial election is 
one of the tightest in more than 
50 years and likely is headed for 
a recount.

Walker and Evers were neck 
and neck most of the night. The 
lead was as narrow as a couple 
hundred votes and flipped back 
and forth throughout the night as 
more votes were counted.

About 45,000 uncounted bal-
lots in Milwaukee County were ex-

pected to determine the winner of 

the race. The city of Milwaukee’s 

elections commissioner, Neil Al-

brecht, said the ballots were not 

counted until after midnight ear-

ly Wednesday morning.

There is no automatic recount 

in Wisconsin. But if the loser is 

within 1 percentage point, he can 

request a recount.

It was not clear early Wednes-

day morning whether the margin 

Results of other local school 

referendums, state Assembly 

races and more inside.  

Pages 3A, 5A-7A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

BURLINGTON
Bryan Steil won election 

handily Tuesday against 
D e m o c r a t 
Randy Bryce 
and indepen-
dent Ken Yor-
gan.

The win 
c o n t i n u e s 
l o n g t i m e 
Republ ican 
dominance of 
the 1st Con-

gressional District.
Rep. Paul Ryan of Janes-

ville, who supported Steil, re-

tires in January after 20 years 

in the post.

With 98 percent of pre-

cincts reporting, Steil was 

ahead with 54.3 percent of the 

vote to Bryce’s 42.6 percent.

Steil is a 37-year-old attor-

ney for Charter NEX Films, 

a plastics manufacturer in 

Milton. During the campaign 

he frequently touted his back-

ground in solving problems 

in private industry and as a 

University of Wisconsin Sys-

tem regent.

Steil stuck with his cam-

By Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The Democrats picked up 

at least 23 House seats Tues-

day and appeared on track to 

retake control of the cham-

ber, a victory that could put 

a check on President Donald 

Trump’s agenda over the next 

two years and lead to a multi-

tude of investigations into his 

business dealings and admin-

istration.

As the one of the most 

volatile midterm elections in 

U.S. history wound down, the 

Democrats pulled closer to 

the 218 seats needed for a ma-

jority. A Democratic majority 

would break the Republicans’ 

eight-year hold on the House 

that began with the tea party 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Law-enforcement veteran Troy 

Knudson will replace Rock County 

Sheriff Robert Spoden in January.

Spoden is retiring after 12 years 

in the department’s top spot.

Voters on Tuesday chose Knud-

son, a Democrat, over another 

sheriff ’s office administrator, Capt. 

Jude Maurer, who ran as a Repub-

lican.

Knudson said one of his first 

moves will be “to sit down with 

people and get on the same page 

and pointed in the right direction 

and then develop a strategy for the 

next four years.”

Knudson said two of his top 

goals are to improve rehabilita-

Steil retains  
Ryan’s seat

Steil

U.S. Congress
 � 1st District

Bryan Steil (R) .......... 177,490

Randy Bryce (D) ....... 137,507

Ken Yorgan (Ind.) ...... 10,006

1st District stays  
with Republicans

Midterm election turnout high in Rock County

Knudson wins county sheriff race
Troy Knudson 
stands on a bench 
with his wife, Linda, 
to speak to his sup-
porters and family 
members Tuesday 
night at O’Riley & 
Conway’s in down-
town Janesville.

Angela Major/ 
amajor@gazettextra.
com

Sheriff-elect will  
pursue more diversity

Turn to KNUDSON on Page 11A

Turn to STEIL on Page 11A

House goes to Dems; 
GOP keeps Senate

Turn to CONGRESS on Page 12A

Evers wins narrow victory
Milwaukee absentee ballots counted 
early this morning boost Democrat

Governor

Tony Evers (D) ...............1,310,141

Scott Walker (R) (I) ..... 1,279,994

Turn to TIGHT on Page 7A
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