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Cougars cruise
The Craig High girls 

basketball team 

ground out a 63-55 

win against Lake 

Geneva Badger on 

Tuesday. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 44 | Low 27  

A morning shower; 
cloudy, windy
More on 9A
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A person who is homeless 

and diabetic might have Bad-

gerCare to help him obtain 

insulin, but without a stable 

home, he might not have a 

cold place to store it.

HealthNet of Rock 

County tries to help those 

people—and others—when 

possible, but until Monday, 

state law made it difficult for 

free charitable clinics to help 

the home-

less, Health-

Net CEO Ian 

Hedges said.

However, 

the state 

Legislature 

on Monday 

passed two 

bills that 

Hedges said will help Health-

Net offer care to more peo-

ple and recruit more practi-

tioners.

One bill will allow doc-

tors, nurses, dentists and 

other health care providers 

to be covered by the state’s 

malpractice insurance when 

they are serving the home-

less at charitable clinics.

That opens the door for 

more homeless people to 

obtain services through 

HealthNet, Hedges said.

Without malpractice 

insurance, providers were 

limited in how they could 

treat homeless patients. In 

the future, such patients will 

be able to go to HealthNet for 

insulin storage and maybe 

get a checkup or screening 

while they’re at it.

The second bill makes 

health care providers who 

work for charitable clinics 

eligible for the state’s health 

care provider loan assistance 

program.

That program helps doc-

tors and dentists pay off 

Get turned on
Rotary Botanical  

Gardens boosts the 

amperage with another 

250,000 bulbs for this 

year’s Holiday Light 

Show. kicks, inside

Legislation will help HealthNet service mission

Hedges

Turn to HEALTHNET on Page 9A

Winter storms 
threaten travel 

on Thanksgiving

By Colleen Slevin and David Koenig

Associated Press

DENVER
Heavy snow and wind shut down highways 

Tuesday in Colorado and Wyoming, closed schools 
in Nebraska and forced more than 1,000 travelers 
to sleep overnight in Denver’s airport after hun-
dreds of flights were canceled just as Thanksgiv-
ing travel moved into high gear.

The storm was heading to South Dakota, Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin. Meanwhile, 
a “bomb cyclone” weather phenomenon began 
toppling trees, knocking out power and dump-
ing snow as it barreled into California and Ore-
gon—making for a double whammy of early win-
try weather.

The National Weather Service in Northern Cal-
ifornia urged people to wait to travel for the hol-
iday until the weather improves.

At Denver International Airport, about 10 
inches of snow mixed with winds that limited vis-
ibility prompted the cancellation of about 30% of 
the airport’s average daily 1,600 flights.

The storm dumped nearly 3 feet of snow in parts 
of northern Colorado and closed long stretches of 
highways there and in Wyoming. One person was 
killed and two others were injured when a trac-
tor-trailer jackknifed and was hit by two other 
trucks on Interstate 70 near the Colorado ski town 
of Vail.

The system moved east, allowing the Denver 
airport to begin returning to normal.

Southwest Airlines canceled about 200 flights. 
Spokesman Brad Hawkins said it would take “a 
couple of days” to get stranded passengers on 
other flights because there are few during the 
pre-Thanksgiving travel crush. That makes it hard 
for airlines to rebook passengers.

About 1,100 people spent the night at the air-
port, including many cadets from the Air Force 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Either children are getting more 

mature or families are happier.

A recent survey of local 5-, 7- and 

8-year-olds revealed that all of them 

are grateful for their families. This, 

of course, is the correct thing to say 

when a grown-up asks you what you 

are thankful for.

Despite our cynicism on this 

subject—it’s inherent to the pro-

fession—we believe that these chil-

dren are genuinely thankful. But we 

were determined to dig deeper, so 

we asked respondents what else they 

were thankful for and what their 

plans were for Thanksgiving.

In Stacy Glowacki’s kindergar-

ten class at Washington Elementary 

School, children drew pictures and 

wrote about their blessings.

Alexis was thankful for Mrs. 

Glowacki. She drew a picture of her 

teacher wearing a lime-green dress 

with a matching yellow face that 

sported Mrs. Glowacki’s trademark 

smile.

Blaine, on the other hand, is 

thankful for everything, and his 

drawing reflected that. It contained 

more than 15 things, including the 

sun, his friend Colton and pudding.

Miah’s picture featured Washing-

ton Elementary, Miah outside of the 

school and her dog, Mojo. Unfortu-

nately, Miah’s family had to give Mojo 

away because their new house can’t 

have pets.

Regardless, Miah is still excited 

about Thanksgiving. When she 

talked about eating turkey, she got so 

worked up that she drummed her feet 

on the floor.

Annabelle expressed thanks for 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Van Buren Elementary School second-grader Wesley Timms counts the number of plastic beads he’s using to make a festive corn 
necklace during class at the Janesville school Monday afternoon. The class had learned about the Wampanoag Indians, who showed 
the Puritans how to cultivate corn. To see video of students talking about Thanksgiving, visit Gazettextra.com/multimedia.

On being thankful

Associated Press
Hanne Murray clears snow off  her car before heading 
to work Tuesday morning in Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Downtown Colorado Springs reported about 6 inches 
of snow overnight while parts of El Paso County tallied 
more than a foot of snow from the storm.

Turn to THANKFUL on Page 8A

Reporters learn families, 
pets strike chord with kids

Front that hammered Colorado, 
Wyoming heads toward Midwest
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