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World Cup 2018
Jordan Pickford  

is changing opinions 

about English  

goalkeepers. Page 1B

Thailand drama
Rescue of four boys raises 

hopes for remaining eight 

players and coach left  

in cave. Page 5B

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Harold Fredrick Abey Sr.
•Lester William Amenda
•Donald W. Lundeberg

•Karen A. Miller
•Lawrence S. Moody

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 90 | Low 67  

Mostly sunny 
and hot

More on 7A

By Catherine Lucey and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

BERKELEY HEIGHTS, N.J.
A family separation crisis of his own making 

continues at the border. His Environmental Pro-
tection Agency chief just quit amid mounting 
scandals. And he’s about to meet with an adver-
sary accused of meddling in the 2016 election.

But President Donald Trump has every con-
fidence that the nation’s attention will be right 
where he wants it tonight.

After more than a week of pitched speculation, 
Trump will go on prime-time television to reveal 
his choice to fill the Supreme Court seat vacated 
by retiring Justice Anthony Kennedy, selecting a 
conservative designed to rally Republican voters 
in a midterm election year. And with that, the 
optics-obsessed president will be in his comfort 
zone—taking center stage in a massive show.

Nearly 18 months after Trump set in motion 
Justice Neil Gorsuch’s nomination, the reality 
star-turned-president is more seasoned, more 
embittered and increasingly comfortable exert-
ing his will over the machinery of government 
and his own staff. His upcoming “Supreme” show 
is the latest example of Trump’s push to remake 

By Sarah D. Wire

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
Narrowly outnumbered in the Senate, Dem-

ocrats are embarking on a Hail Mary campaign 

to block President Donald Trump’s pick for the 

U.S. Supreme Court.

And they realize what a long shot it is.

“Let’s be clear: Democrats have no way to 

hold up this confirmation or delay the process. 

Mitch McConnell can and will hold a vote on 

Trump’s pick,” Indivisible—a liberal advocacy 

group launched after Trump’s election—said on 

its website.

Flipping a moderate Republican is probably 

their only hope. And that only works if they can 

keep Democrats who represent red states that 

Trump won from breaking ranks.

Before Trump’s expected announcement 

today, Democrats launched a three-pronged 

approach to defeating his nominee: Frame the 

process around women’s health and the future 

of legalized abortion, mobilize the kind of na-

tionwide protests that helped kill Republican ef-

forts to repeal the Affordable Care Act, and focus 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

LAKE GENEVA

Toward the end of Sunday night’s 

debate between the Democratic candi-

dates for the 1st Congressional District, 

moderator Joy Cardin asked how two 

progressives could appeal to voters in 

a district that leans to the center-right.

Randy Bryce said government 

should lift people up, and he favors 

policies that help working people.

Cathy Myers said she would make 

sure she spends a lot of time listening 

to constituents, something she said she 

is doing on the campaign trail.

Those responses were brief. The 

candidates talked a lot more during 

their 90 minutes on stage at Badger 

High School, detailing positions that 

will play well with Democratic parti-

sans in the Aug. 14 primary.

But they did display a few differ-

ences.

Both called for universal back-

ground checks for gun purchases and 

banning assault rifles and high-capac-

ity magazines.

“We have a right in this country to 

go to school and not be shot, a right to 

walk down the street, to go to church 

or to the mall or to a concert. ... This 

isn’t a Second Amendment issue at all. 

This is about money and being able to 

sell guns,” Myers said.

Bryce said he owns a gun and sup-

ports hunters.

“The majority of hunters are respon-

sible, and they understand the need for 

common-sense gun control, most of 

them,” he said.

Bryce also signaled a willingness to 

work with anyone to keep jobs from 

going overseas. He said it’s the only is-

sue on which he agrees with President 

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The Trump administration is freez-

ing payments under an Obamacare 
program that protects insurers with 
sicker patients from financial losses, 
a move expected to add to premium 
increases next year.

At stake are billions in payments to 
insurers with sicker customers. The 
latest administration action could dis-
rupt the Affordable Care Act, the health 
care law that has withstood President 
Donald Trump’s efforts to completely 
repeal it.

In a weekend announcement, the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services said the administration is act-
ing because of conflicting court ruling 
in lawsuits filed by some smaller in-
surers who question whether they are 
being fairly treated under the program.

The so-called “risk adjustment” pro-
gram takes payments from insurers 
with healthier customers and redis-
tributes that money to companies with 
sicker enrollees. Payments for 2017 are 
$10.4 billion. No taxpayer subsidies are 
involved.

The idea behind the program is to 
remove the financial incentive for in-
surers to “cherry pick” healthier cus-

tomers. The government uses a similar 
approach with Medicare private insur-
ance plans and the Medicare prescrip-
tion drug benefit.

Major insurer groups said Saturday 
the administration’s action interferes 
with a program that’s working well.

The Blue Cross Blue Shield Associ-
ation, whose members are a mainstay 
of Affordable Care Act coverage, said it 
was “extremely disappointed” with the 
administration’s action.

The Trump administration’s move 
“will significantly increase 2019 pre-
miums for millions of individuals and 

Trump savors 
big reveal  

for high court
President to announce choice 

for Supreme Court in prime time

Democrats pursue 
long-shot plan 
to stop Trump’s 
court nominee

Obamacare program takes another hit
Trump administration freeze on subsidies will likely lead to increased premiums
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Point/counterpoint
Two Democrats running for Ryan’s seat show differences in debate

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Democratic primary opponents Cathy Myers, left, and Randy Bryce shake hands after debating Sunday night at Badger High 
School in Lake Geneva. Both are running for the 1st Congressional District seat occupied by Rep. Paul Ryan, who is not seeking 
re-election.

IF YOU GO
Cathy Myers and Randy Bryce are 

scheduled to debate again at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at UAW Local 72 Hall in 
Kenosha.

Turn to DEBATE on Page 6A

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=dc346d3d-cb2e-5196-bda8-fcdbafe498e9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5B&uuid=dc346d3d-cb2e-5196-bda8-fcdbafe498e9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=dc346d3d-cb2e-5196-bda8-fcdbafe498e9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=dc346d3d-cb2e-5196-bda8-fcdbafe498e9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=dc346d3d-cb2e-5196-bda8-fcdbafe498e9
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=dc346d3d-cb2e-5196-bda8-fcdbafe498e9

