
 P
ascale Small is like many parents with kids returning to school for a new 

academic year. 

She wants them to stay safe and secure.

“I have two beautiful children that I want to be able to drop off in the 

morning and pick up safely in the afternoon,” said Small, who lives in 

Waldorf, Maryland, about an hour south of Washington D.C.  Her kids are in kindergarten and first grade at Charles County 

Public Schools. Also, like many others, Small has her own ideas about how to ensure schools are safe after recent mass shootings 

in places like Uvalde, Texas, in May. Small said she hopes school systems have proper technology and security equipment to 

keep campuses and classrooms safe. That, she said, needs to include installing high-quality camera systems instead of just 

relying on school resource officers deployed by local police departments.
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“Safety needs to be a multifaceted 
approach and the community should be 
part of those conversations,” Small said.

Across the country, parents, students, 
teachers, staff, administrators and others 

on the frontlines of 
school are all looking 
for a safe return to 
classrooms after a 
summer dominated by 
retrospectives on the 
handling of the Uvalde 
shooting that left 19 
elementary school 
students and two 
teachers dead.

The path to get there 
can diverge greatly, however, depending 
on locality, and some people are more 
apprehensive than others about school 
security and the potential for violence in 
the coming year.

Layla Hostetler, a 16-year-old junior at 
Great Mills High School in Maryland, near 
the confluence of the Potomac River and 
Chesapeake Bay, said she has confidence in 
her campus’ security plan.

“I’m not too worried because our security 
team…does a really good job at stopping 
fights. Teachers take extra precautions. 
Fights will start, but they’re over in 2 
minutes,” said Hostetler.

Hostetler’s mother, Ashley, said she favors 
having armed security on school campuses. 
Ashely Hostetler also said she wants an 

assurance that side doors and other access 
points are fully secured. She pointed to an 
incident last year in which a former student 
who was allegedly stalking a female student 
was able to breach security.

“I want to make sure we have an armed 
security officer that is trained in the 
building at all times,” Ashley Hostetler said.

ANXIETY CYCLES
Views on posting police officers in 

schools vary and there are  disparate 
opinions on gun control and outfitting 
schools with more cameras and other 

security equipment.
For some, cops, cameras and metal 

detectors on campuses are welcome as the 
prospect of mass shootings becomes an 
anxious staple of contemporary American 
life.

Others see such measures as amplifying  
anxiety for students and staff already 
stressed about returning to school after 
pandemic  shutdowns and remote learning.

Some students, parents and teachers say 
they’re concerned that  school security 
efforts — including police officers and 
security guards — may turn campuses into 
militarized zones.

School security consultants and 
administrators also see cameras as doing 
double duty, to surveill students for other 
behaviors beyond violence and threats. 
That can sometimes lead to cameras being 
vandalized or disabled.

Others prefer not to get caught up in the 
anxiety cycles.

“While I do think about security and 
the safety of my children, honestly a 
shooting could happen anywhere and it 
is not productive to worry,” said Jennie 
Beltramini, school board president for 
the Anacortes School District mid-
way between Seattle, Washington and 
Vancouver.
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Volunteers served as the shooter and victims 

at the school so the officers could practice 

procedures during a summer training exercise 

in Anacortes, Wash.

AFTER HIGH-PROFILE SHOOTINGS, ENSURING  SECURITY, LESSENING  

ANXIETY, TOP SCHOOLS’ LISTS FOR NEW YEAR

Small

SEEKING SAFETY

Students, parents, teachers and school 

staff are returning to classrooms and 

campuses for the new academic year 

with safety and security on their minds 

after recent mass shootings including 

in Uvalde, Texas.
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 7A-8A
•Willis B. Cross
•Darrell Lee “Del” DeRemer
•Robert L. Emerson
•Rebecca M. Esparza
•Eugene A. Fischer
•Rita Fleming

•Donald Marvin Haney
•Frieda Katherine  
(Pfenning) Jose
•Edythe E. Layman
•Michael Lyle “Mike” 
Palmer

•Catherine Sweeney
•Richard F. Trezek
•Randy L. Wheaton
•Robert J. “Ces” Wickham
•Mark A. Williams
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High 81 | Low 58  

Pleasant with 
sunshine
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Lasting legacy
Herbert Kohler Jr., the man who 

made his family’s plumbing  

fixture business a global brand  

and brought world-class golf to  

Wisconsin, died at age 83. Page 2A

Total collapse
The Brewers held a comfortable 

6-1 advantage late in Tuesday’s 

game against Colorado but 

unraveled from there, losing 

10-7 in 10 innings. Page 1B
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MADISON
A day after calling for $2 billion more in pub-

lic school funding Tuesday, Gov. Tony Evers will 
tour Van Buren Elementary School in Janesville 
on Wednesday afternoon and discuss his latest 
school funding proposal.

Republicans derided Evers’ plan, which the gov-
ernor released nine weeks before the election and 
is designed to allow school spending to increase 
without resulting in higher property taxes.

Evers will formally introduce the funding plan, 
which relies on tapping part of a projected $5 bil-
lion state budget surplus, next year if he wins 
reelection in November. But then it would be up 
to the Republican-controlled Legislature, which 
rejected much of what Evers wanted to do in his 
previous two budgets, to decide whether to enact 
it.

“We have to do this if we finally want to make a 
difference for kids,” Evers, a former teacher, admin-
istrator and state superintendent for schools, said 
at a news conference Tuesday. “We have to do this. 
... This is an opportunity of a lifetime.”

Governor to 
visit Janesville 
grade school

Evers expected to discuss plans 
for increasing school funding

By Debra Jensen-De Hart

Special to Adams Publishing Group

BELOIT
A white man and a member of the Cherokee 

Nation have joined forces in faith and friendship 
to travel the Trail of Tears and promote healing 
and more.

Doug Shaw of Beloit is director of Forthright 
Ministries International. Jimmy Muskrat is a 
member of the Keetoowah band of the Cherokee 
Nation.

In 2019, Forthright Ministries began docu-
menting the testimonies of Native Americans 
throughout the United States and Canada.

“During these trips, we connected with Jimmy 
Muskrat. During our multiple conversations, we 
discussed a revisit to the Trail of Tears where we 
would document stories of hope along the way,” 
Shaw said.

Duo seeks healing 
on the Trail of Tears

 Æ They plan to record interviews  
along the way, share their faith
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