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•John A. Waddell

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 84 | Low 65  

Partly sunny; 
breezy in the p.m.

More on 7A

Big money battle
Previously uncontroversial, 
the practice of voting by mail 
has become the latest object 
of fixation for donors across 
the political spectrum.  
Page 6B

Familiar territory
The Milton School Board is 
considering asking voters 
to extend a $2.5 million 
operational referendum  
for five more years starting 
in 2021-22. Page 3A

WIAC calls off  

fall sports
There will be no 
UW-Whitewater football in 
2020 after the conference 
canceled all fall sports 
competitions. Page 1B
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By Lisa Mascaro

AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON

Unemployment assistance, eviction 

protections and other relief for millions 

of Americans were at stake as White House 

officials launched negotiations late Mon-

day with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 

Democratic Senate leader Chuck Schumer 

on a new coronavirus aid package that is 

teetering in Congress ahead of looming 

deadlines.

While Senate Republicans struggled 

to roll out their own $1 trillion proposal, 

Pelosi implored the White House and GOP 

lawmakers to stop the infighting and come 

to the negotiating table with Democrats. 

Aid runs out Friday for a $600-per-week 

jobless benefit that Democrats call a life-

line for out-of-work Americans. Republi-

cans want to slash it to $200 a week, say-

ing the federal bump is too generous on 

top of state benefits and is discouraging 

employees from returning to work.
“This is wrong. We have to do what’s 

right for the American people,” Pelosi said 
at the Capitol afterward.

With the virus death toll climbing and 
4.2 million infections nationwide, both 
parties are eager for a deal. There is wide-
spread agreement that more money is 
needed for virus testing, to help schools 
prepare to open in the fall and to shore 
up small businesses. Voters are assessing 
their handling of the virus crisis before the 
November election, and President Don-
ald Trump’s standing is at one of the low-
est points of his term, according to a new 
AP-NORC poll.

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and 
White House chief of staff Mark Meadows 
met with Pelosi and Schumer for nearly 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville City Council shot down 

an ordinance change two council mem-

bers brought Monday that would have 

barred a restaurant from using a city-

owned terrace for outdoor seating after 

the city already approved such a use.

The council in a 5-2 vote threw out an 

ordinance change coun-

cil members Paul Wil-

liams and Jim Farrell 

suggested that sought to 

prevent restaurants from 

using public-owned prop-

erty for outdoor seating.

The issue came up 

after the city in June had 

approved a temporary 

ordinance that stream-

lined the process for 

restaurants to file and 

seek approval for out-

door seating by running 

applications through 

Tom Clippert, the city’s 

chief building official. 

The change was designed 

to help restaurants that 

were trying to adapt to capacity limits 

brought on by the coronavirus pandemic.

Of the four restaurants downtown 

that have been granted outdoor seating 

expansions under the ordinance, craft 

cocktail lounge and restaurant Lark, 60 

S. Main St., is the only one that has a por-

tion of its outdoor seating set up on city 

property.

In questions to city attorney Wald 

Klimczyk, Williams indicated he was 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

S
alvador “Sal” Perce is 
something of a marvel.

He turned 100 on 
Monday, but most peo-

ple who see him think he is in 
his 70s.

He still drives the 1998 
Oldsmobile Cutlass that he 
bought new. It has 70,000 
miles on it. His body has trav-
eled a lot farther than that.

Perce has volunteered 
1,500 hours at SSM Health 
St. Mary’s Hospital-Janesville 
since 2013, sometimes push-
ing people’s wheelchairs.

Fellow volunteers, staff 
and family members sur-
prised him Monday with a 

cake, a card and voices raised 

in the “Happy Birthday” song 

at his home. He clutched the 

card and smiled continuously 

during the event.

Perce’s main job at the 

hospital involves greeting 

people at the main entrance 

and helping them find their 

way to their appointments. 

He keeps his station tidy and 

is called on to help clerks 

with filing, sorting and deliv-

ering mail throughout the 

hospital.

Like other volunteers, he 

has not been able to work 

at the hospital since March 

because of the coronavirus 

pandemic.

He says he’s more than 

ready to get back to work.

“Staying home, watching 

four walls, is not much fun,” 

Perce said.

On the job, “You meet a lot 

of people. You talk to them. 

It’s so good to talk to strange 

people all the time,” he said.

Perce said staff members 

are good to the volunteers, 

always coming to say hello.

“People don’t believe my 

age when I mention it at 

work,” he said. “Physically, I 

am in pretty good health.”

He does some of his own 

shopping, but “I’m not as 

active as I used to be,” he 

said.

Perce, born in Cicero, Illi-
nois, was a bus driver and 

later a supervisor for the Chi-

cago Transit Authority. He 

and his wife, Mary Lou, had 

two children. They moved to 

Janesville after retirement, in 

1985. Mary Lou died in 2011.

Perce has four grandchil-

dren and five great-grand-

children. He served with the 

Army in the Pacific during 

World War II as U.S. forces 

captured the Japanese-held 

islands of Leyte, Peleliu and 

Angaur, and later he was sta-

tioned in Japan itself. He said 

he is “very proud” of his ser-

vice.

Asked about his longev-

ity, Perce said he thinks it 

has something to do with the 

hard physical labor he per-

formed in his youth.

He said he weighs 167 

pounds. He is 5 feet, 5 inches 

tall, but he used to be taller.

“I kept my body in good 

shape,” he said.

Celebrating a century

Benjamin Pierce/bpierce@gazettextra.com
SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital-Janesville President Eric Thornton presents longtime volunteer Sal Perce with gifts for Perce’s 100th 
birthday Monday. Thompson said volunteers such as Sal make the hospital better, and he looks forward to Sal returning to the hospital 
when it is safe for him to do so.

Hospital fetes 100-year-old volunteer who says he is ready to get back to work

Virus relief negotiations underway
GOP unveils virus  

relief bills, paving way 
for talks with Pelosi

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., listens to a question 
from a reporter during a news 
conference on Capitol Hill in 
Washington on Friday. Senate 
Republicans released their pro-
posals for the next round of coro-
navirus relief, but Pelosi was criti-
cal of several of them, including a 
proposed cut in enhanced unem-
ployment aid.

Associated Press
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Reservations 
for outdoor 
tables safe

City council blocks change  
to ordinance that would have 

affected downtown eatery

Williams

Farrell

Turn to TABLES on Page 7A
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