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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Pansy E. “Pam” Francis
•Aubri Arden Moore
•Raymond A. Quade

•Jose Carrera Reyes
•Leslie A. Weerts
•Trevor Vaughn Wheeler
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Bucks fall to Suns
Giannis Antetokounmpo 

scored 35 and helped rally 

Milwaukee from a 12-point 

deficit Friday, but the Bucks 

still lost 116-114 to the  

Phoenix Suns. Page 1B

Protecting the porch
Police offer suggestions  

to homeowners who want  

to avoid having parcels pilfered 

this holiday season.  

Page 3A

Markets slip again
The major stock market indexes 

experienced declines Friday that 

sent them into correction territory. 

A story focuses on questions and 

answers on where the markets are 

headed. Page 7B

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

BRODHEAD

R
ick Easland was born on 
Christmas Day.

Some might say that’s 
a sign Rick was meant to run a 
Christmas tree farm, but it was 
his wife, Cheryl, who had the idea.

Cheryl and Rick Easland bought 
the former McClaren Tree Farm in 
2015.

As a child growing up in Brod-
head, Cheryl frequently visited 
McClaren with her mom. Years 
later, she suggested to Rick that 
they buy it.

McClaren Tree Farm was run 
by Monte and Jean McClaren from 
1998 until shortly after Monte died 
on Christmas Day 2010, according 
to his obituary.

Many people Cheryl and Rick 
have met over the last few years 
were loyal customers of the McCla-
rens. Now they return as regulars 

of the Easland Tree Farm, Cheryl 

said.

Patrick McMahon of Rockford, 

Illinois, said his family has visited 

the tree farm for years because it 

has trees large enough for his big 

family.

McMahon is the eighth of 13 

kids. The McMahons usually have 

two or three Christmas trees in 

their home each year, he said.

The Easlands’ tree farm sits on 

By Joseph Pisani, Claire Galofaro 

and Anne D’Innocenzio

Associated Press

NEW YORK

It would have been easy 

to turn on their computers at 

home over plates of leftover 

turkey and take advantage of 

the Black Friday deals most 

retailers now offer online.

But across the coun-

try, thousands of shoppers 

flocked to stores on Thanks-

giving or woke up before 

dawn the next day to take 

part in this most famous 

ritual of American consum-

erism.

Shoppers spent their hol-

iday lined up outside the 

Mall of America in Bloom-

ington, Minnesota, by 4 p.m. 

Thursday, and the crowd 

had swelled to 3,000 people 

by the time doors opened at 

5 a.m. Friday morning. In 

Ohio, a group of women was 

so determined, they booked 

a hotel room Thursday night 

to be closer to the stores. In 

New York City, one woman 
went straight from a dance 
club to a department store 
in the middle of the night.

Many shoppers said Black 
Friday is as much about the 
spectacle as it is about door-
buster deals.

Kati Anderson said she 
stopped at Cumberland Mall 
in Atlanta on Friday morn-
ing for discounted clothes 
as well as “the people watch-
ing.” Her friend, Katie Nas-
worthy, said she went to the 
mall instead of shopping on-
line because she likes to see 
the Christmas decorations.

“It doesn’t really feel like 
Christmas until now,” said 
Kim Bryant, shopping in 
suburban Denver with her 
daughter and her daughter’s 
friend, who had lined up at 
5:40 a.m., then sprinted in-
side when the doors opened 
at 6 a.m.

Brick-and-mortar stores 
have worked hard to 
prove they can counter the 

In online world, 
Black Friday still 

lures a crowd
Despite digital deals, shoppers still 
showed up looking for discounts

Associated Press
Shoppers wait in line to make purchases during a Black Friday 
sale at a Target store in Newport, Ky., on Friday. Despite the lure 
of online sales, shoppers kept stores busy Friday.

By Tony Barboza

Los Angeles Times

Climate change is taking an increasing 

toll on the nation’s environment, health 

and economy, and the damage will intensi-

fy over the century without swift action to 

slash greenhouse gas emissions, according 

to a major scientific report released Friday 

by federal agencies.

The congressionally mandated report 

by 13 federal agencies, the first of its kind 

under the Trump administration, found 

that climate change is already being felt 

in communities across the United States. It 

projects widespread and growing devasta-

tion as increasing temperatures, rising sea 

levels, worsening wildfires, more intense 

storms and other cascading effects harm 

our ecosystems, infrastructure and society.

The assessment paints a dire picture of 

the worsening effects of global warming as 

nearly every corner of the country grows 

more at risk from extreme heat, more dev-

astating storms, droughts, and wildfires, 

waning snowpack and other threats to 

critical infrastructure, air quality, water 

supplies and vulnerable communities. By 

century’s end, the report projects thou-

sands of additional deaths annually from 

worsening heat waves and air pollution, as 

well as declining crop yields and the loss 

of key coral reef and sea ice ecosystems.

Roughly $1 trillion in coastal real estate 

is threatened by rising sea levels, storm 

surges and high-tide flooding exacerbated 

by climate change, according to the report.

The report also warns of economic 

consequences of inaction. Without sub-

stantial global emissions reductions and 

local adaptation measures, the report says, 

“climate change is expected to cause grow-

ing losses to American infrastructure and 

property and impede the rate of economic 

growth over this century.”

If emissions continue to climb, economic 

Climate change report has dire warnings
Damage will harm entire 
nation if US doesn’t act,  

federal report warns

Turn to CLIMATE on Page 5A

Revived tree farm  
exudes holiday feeling

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Cambria Elmer takes a ride on dad Keith’s shoulders as mom Karen smiles during their Christmas tree search at 
Easland Tree Farm in Brodhead on Friday.

Keith and Karen Elmer, daughters Hayden and Cambria, and grandma Laurie 
Ganshert-Slusser get in the truck after tying down the Christmas tree they 
chose at Brodhead’s Easland Tree Farm on Friday.

Turn to TREES on Page 9A

Turn to FRIDAY on Page 9A
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