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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Shelly Marie Lawver
•Sherry Thurner
•Carol M. Turner
•Rhonda L. Waldie

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 38 | Low 21  

Partly cloudy
More on 7A

Badgers earn 

double bye
A 73-67 overtime win over 

host Ohio State on Sunday 

helped the Badgers earn  

a 4 seed for the upcoming 

Big Ten tourney. Page 1B

Treatment courts 

earn new respect
Once skeptical, Walworth 

County judges are offering 

new support for 

treatment courts.  

Page 3A

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Analog clocks hang from 

beige, concrete-block walls at 
the Rock County Heath Care 
Center, and discolored ceiling 
tiles hide old heating ducts.

In the summer, floor fans 
scattered down long, wide cor-
ridors suck cool air into stuffy 
offices.

The 47-year-old health care 
center was built to be the coun-
ty’s psychiatric hospital. It has 
since been converted into an 
office building, with former 
patient rooms now serving as 
work space for about half of the 
county Department of Human 
Services.

Razing the dreary building 
and replacing it with a new 
structure is the top priority in 
the county’s sweeping facilities 
master plan, which a Milwaukee 
architecture firm unveiled in 
September. If the county follows 
the plan’s recommendations, 

the 222,000-square-foot com-

plex would be torn down in 

coming years.

Recommendations in the 

master plan include a new 

human services building, a new 

jail Huber dormitory, expand-

ing the Rock County Sheriff ’s 

Office and Rock County Jail 

and making nearly $15 million 

in improvements at the Rock 

County 4-H Fairgrounds.

Construction on a new hu-

man services facility is estimat-

ed to cost nearly $20 million. If 

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Top: A man walks down a long hallway March 5 at the Rock County 
Health Care Center in Janesville. The building was formerly a psychiat-
ric hospital, and much of the space inside is taken up by hallways that 
were designed for medical purposes. Above: The fourth floor at the 
Rock County Health Care Center in Janesville is mostly empty. Some 
of the rooms are used for storage.
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BIG 
PLANS In Rock County’s master facilities plan,  

health care center to be razed, replaced

By David Bauder and David A. Lieb

Associated Press

WAYNESVILLE, MO.

Five minutes late, Darrell Todd 

Maurina sweeps into a meeting room 

and plugs in his laptop computer. He 

places a Wi-Fi hotspot on the table 

and turns on a digital recorder. The 

earplug in his left ear is attached to 

a police scanner in his pants pocket.

Maurina, who posts his work to 

Facebook, represents the press—in 

its entirety.

He is the only per-

son who has come to 

the Pulaski County 

Courthouse to tell 

residents what their 

commissioners are up 

to, the only one who 

will report on their 

deliberations about 

how to satisfy the 

Federal Emergency 

Management Agency so it will pay 

to repair a road inundated during 

a 2013 flood.

Last September, this community 

in central Missouri’s Ozark hills be-

came a statistic. With the shutdown 

of its newspaper, the Daily Guide, it 

joined more than 1,400 other cities 

and towns across the U.S. to lose a 

newspaper over the past 15 years, 

according to an Associated Press 

analysis of data compiled by the 

University of North Carolina.

The reasons for the closures 

vary. But the result is that many 

Americans no longer have someone 

watching the city council for them, 

chronicling the soccer exploits of 

their children or reporting on the 

kindly neighbor who died.

In many places, local journalism 

is dying in plain sight.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

New Janesville Fire Chief Ernest Rhodes begins 

his first day on the job one week from now.

Rhodes is scheduled to start Monday, March 18, 

and earn a salary of $115,000. That’s the same salary 

the city advertised, Human Resources Director Sue 

Musick said.

The police and fire commission selected Rhodes 

on Feb. 20 among a field of four finalists. He replaces 

former Chief Randy Banker, who retired in January.

Jim Ponkauskas, one of the four finalists, is lead-

ing the department as interim chief.

Rhodes spent five years as the fire chief of West 

County EMS and Fire Protection District in Missouri. 

In 2017, he left to become the state director of the 

Missouri Emergency Management Agency.

He also has experience working for various 

Federal Emergency Management Agency teams.

Rhodes has 20 days of vacation and 20 days of sick 

leave. Those benefits are consistent with newly hired 

external department and division heads within the 

city staff hierarchy, Musick said.

He has additional benefits that are standard for 

all administrative employees, she said. These in-

clude:

 � $350 per month vehicle allowance.

New fire chief to start March 18, make $115,000

Rhodes

Ernest Rhodes joins department 
from position in Missouri

Cutbacks in local news 
leave some communities 

in news deserts

Dying 
in plain 

sight
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