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The Science Behind COVID-19
Roger Kapoor, MD, MBA, Senior Vice President and Chief Medical Officer
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Some local COVID-19 num-
bers have health officials feeling 
optimistic, but it might be too 
soon to tell if Rock County cases 
have hit a peak, officials say.

The Institute for Health Met-
rics and Evaluation models show 
Wisconsin was projected to hit its 
hospital resources peak Tuesday, 
meaning that would be the day 

when health care 

centers needed 

the most staff and 

equipment.

Janesville offi-

cials use that 

model for plan-

ning, Fire Chief 

Ernie Rhodes 

said.

But Mark Goelzer, medical 

director for Mercyhealth, said it 

might be too soon to say whether 

that model is 

accurate.

Local COVID-

19 conditions 

have been “fairly 

stable” in recent 

days. If Rock 

C o u n ty  h a s 

reached its peak, 

it likely will be 

drawn out, Goelzer said.

The county currently has 62 

confirmed cases of COVID-19. 

Four people have died.

The state reports 3,721 con-

firmed cases and 182 deaths.

The state Department of 

Health Services said Tuesday in 

a news release that social distanc-

ing measures are working.

The state’s rate of doubling of 

infections was 3.4 days in early 

March and is now about 12 days. 

The rate of doubling shows how 

long it takes for the number of 

cases to double in a given area.

“Those are good indications, 

so we think we could be at a peak, 

but (we are) still a little cautious 

because the threat is still in the 

community,” Rhodes said. “It (the 

virus) could rear its ugly head at 

any given time if we let our guard 

down.”

It is difficult to know if the 

peak has been reached until the 

county is on the other side, Kelsey 

Have we reached the peak?

Rhodes Goelzer

Rock County data is encouraging, but state and local officials stress caution, continued distancing

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

Gov. Tony Evers signed a 

sweeping coronavirus relief 

package Wednesday, setting 

aside reservations that it 

doesn’t go far enough to help 

at-risk workers, small busi-

nesses and farmers in order 

to deliver at least some help 

for state residents.

The governor had until 

Friday to sign the bill to lock 

in extra federal aid for the 

state’s Medicaid program. 

His administration has spent 

days negotiating the details 

of the package with Republi-

can legislative leaders.

He criticized the final ver-

sion in a statement, saying it 

doesn’t provide hazard pay 

or worker’s compensation 

to first responders, child 

care providers and health 

Evers signs  
relief package

Steve Apps/Wisconsin State Journal via AP
A monitor and chairs spaced 6 feet apart were placed in the Cap-
itol rotunda for public viewing of this week’s virtual sessions of 
the Assembly and state Senate. Gov. Tony Evers on Wednesday 
signed the coronavirus relief bill the two houses of the Legisla-
ture passed during the virtual sessions.

By Christopher Rugaber,  

Paul Wiseman and Kelli Kennedy

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Government relief checks 

began arriving in Americans’ bank 
accounts as the economic damage 
to the U.S. from the coronavirus 

piled up Wednesday and sluggish 

sales at reopened stores in Europe 

and China made it clear that busi-

ness won’t necessarily bounce right 

back when the crisis eases.

With many factories shut down, 

American industrial output shriv-

eled in March, registering its big-

gest decline since the U.S. demobi-

lized in 1946 at the end of World 

War II. Retail sales fell by an unprec-

edented 8.7%, with April expected 

to be far worse.

The world’s biggest economy 

began issuing one-time payments 

this week to tens of millions of peo-
ple as part of its $2.2 trillion coro-
navirus relief package, with adults 
receiving up to $1,200 each and 
$500 per child to help them pay 
the rent or cover other bills. The 
checks will be directly deposited 
into accounts or mailed to house-
holds in the coming weeks, depend-
ing on how people filed their tax 
returns.

Among those receiving a check 
was Jacqueline Gonzalez, a 32-year-
old single mother who was laid off 

But governor urges 
further action

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Leighton Maurer takes a shot at a goal as Kaden Hodgkinson looks on. The two were practicing their lacrosse skills 
Wednesday at Optimist Park on Janesville’s east side.

Spring fling

Americans begin receiving aid payments
Some receiving money 
via direct deposit; some 

will receive paper checks
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RELATED
• Health workers request 

help: A group of health care workers 
want the Legislature to address  
shortages of personal protective 
equipment, expand health care  
coverage and provide paid sick leave 
and hazard pay./2A
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Police seek help
Janesville police are  
investigating a robbery of  
a CVS Pharmacy and are  
asking the public to help 
identify the suspects 
caught on camera. Page 4A

Hall of famer dies
Willie Davis, a hall-of-fame 
defensive lineman who 
featured in Green Bay’s 
wins in the first two Super 
Bowls died Wednesday at 
85. Page 1B

Aid available
Rock County is offering  
assistance to qualifying 
small businesses with a new 
$1 million loan program the 
county board approved last 
week. Page 3A
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