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The Vikings volleyball  

team battled Verona,  

the defending Big Eight 

champion, tough in a 

three-set loss Thursday 

night. Page 1B
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........9 -6 14,574
Deaths ........0 0 163
 Total Change
Hosp. .....4 (March 16) 0 (from March 9)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 11%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

JANESVILLE
Some people would have gone 

home and forgotten about the young 
victims of sex trafficking.

Brandon Rusch could not stop 
thinking about them.

Rusch and his wife, Amie, 
attended a concert three years ago 
where the performers discussed the 
topic.

“Ever since then, I have done my 
research and realize this is an issue 
locally and throughout the country,” 
said Rusch, a father of two. “Just the 

thought of my kids being victims to human traffick-
ing did not sit well with me.”

In 2020, Rock County law enforcement agen-
cies dedicated 616 hours to fighting sex trafficking in 

Rock County, Rusch said. The number 
includes training and cases.

Last fall, Rusch proposed that 
his group project with the Leader-
ship Development Academy of Rock 
County focus on human trafficking.

Team members Diamond Gregory, 
Jeramie Mielke, Lyndsey Stocker and 
Kevin Saxe agreed.

They asked the Rock County 
Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force 

how they could help.
Task force members told them they need a local 

video to use in social media campaigns and presenta-
tions to bring awareness to the issue.

Rusch and the team went to work to raise up to 
$10,000 needed for the video. They received a $4,000 
grant and have received almost $3,000 from busi-
nesses and private donors so far.

Today, the short film, produced by Drywater Pro-
ductions of Janesville, is almost finished.

“The video points out how to recognize traffick-
ing, and it is a call to action,” Rusch said. “If you 
see something, say something. We all have a part 
to bringing awareness to and potentially stopping 
human trafficking.”

Rusch

‘A call to action’
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 Æ New video focuses on bringing awareness  
to sex trafficking in Rock County

By Frank Schultz and Neil Johnson

Gazette staff

TOWN OF MILTON

Searchers fear a man who 

went missing Wednesday fell 

through the ice of a small lake 

and drowned, Sheriff Troy Knud-

son said Thursday evening.

Searchers focused on the 

waters of Bowers Lake on Thurs-

day afternoon as they looked 

for Kevin J. Doyle, who has 

been missing since Wednesday 

morning after he went to nearby 

Storrs Lake to walk his two dogs.

Searchers found the bodies of 

the Labrador retrievers on the 

northwest side of Bowers Lake, 

where they apparently had 

fallen in and drowned, Knud-

son said.

Shortly before 4 p.m., a dep-

uty found what is believe to be 

Doyle’s cane in the water along 

the shore in the same area. Doyle 

reportedly used a prosthetic leg.

Searchers were using 

a remote-controlled boat 

equipped with sonar that the 

Fontana Fire Department 

brought to the scene around 

5 p.m., Knudson said.

Bowers Lake is northwest 

of Storrs Lake. Knudson said 

searchers spotted the dogs in 

open water past an area of Bow-

ers Lake that still had ice.

Searchers wrapped up for the 

day at about 7:15 p.m. Thursday 

but will resume searching this 

morning, Knudson said.

Dozens of volunteers helped 

authorities Thursday morning 

as the search resumed.

Doyle, 66, left his home at 

about 9:30 a.m. Wednesday to 

hike trails near Storrs Lake. He 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Two mounted search volunteers are seen Thursday near the entrance road 
to Storrs Lake Park as crews search for Kevin J. Doyle, 66, who went missing 
Wednesday after taking his dogs for a walk at Storrs Lake in the town of Milton.

Searchers: Missing man feared dead
Doyle’s dogs found dead 

in Bowers Lake; cane 
found in same area

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

One year ago, Caron Eaton was 

so sick she couldn’t walk to her 

bathroom without losing her breath.

It was a foreign feeling for a 

57-year-old woman who raised twin 

daughters as a single mom, works 

two jobs and rarely takes a sick day.

COVID-19 was still a foreign con-

cept to most people when Eaton got 

sick. She thought there was no way 

she could have contracted the dis-

ease that, at the time, was largely 

associated with foreign travel.

A trip to the doctor confirmed 

the threat was real, and it was on 

Rock County’s doorstep. Eaton had 

the county’s first confirmed case of 

COVID-19.

Words such as quarantine, isola-

tion, social distancing and contact 

tracing became part of the nation’s 

vernacular over the past year, but 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Caron Eaton tested positive for COVID-19 on March 16, 2020, becoming the county’s first publicly known case of the disease. 
Eaton said her symptoms persisted through most of September before finally letting up, but even after a year, she still feels 
occasional muscle and joint pain and fatigue.

Ready to live again
County’s first COVID-19 

patient recalls her journey
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