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Cooler with 
showers

More on 9A

Flexible Milton
The Red Hawks football 

coach says his team is  

happy to be playing this 

spring and is adjusting well 

to unique challenges.  
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quick kicks
ART

Garden art

Rotary Botanical Gardens is 

seeking artists to take part in its 

2021 Art Project: Curious Cat-

erpillars.
Artists 

will be pro-
vided with 
a wooden 
caterpillar 
model that they 

can decorate for 

display within the gardens. The 

caterpillars will go up beginning 

Mother’s Day weekend and then 

be auctioned off in fall as part of 

a fundraiser to benefit the gar-

dens.
Registration fee for artists or 

sponsorship fee for those wish-

ing to sponsor an artist is $55 

per caterpillar. Payment is due at 

time of pickup, and all projects 

will be claimed on a first-come, 

first-served basis.

For more information, call 

Sheila at 608-752-3885 or email 

events@rotarygardens.org.

MUSIC

Soft sounds

Four award-winning fac-

ulty performers will be part of 

the show when UW-Whitewater 

presents its Spring 2021 Finale 

Concert virtually beginning 

Wednesday, April 28.

The show will fea-

ture contempo-

rary works by 
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In ‘Living’
Know how to leave your job with tact 

when you decide it’s time to move 

on professionally. Page 3C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

W
HITEWA-

TER—

Solidar-

ity through 

scarring.

Connected by crutches.

Bonded with bandages.

No matter how theater- 

goers describe the darkly 

humorous themes that feed 

Rajiv Joseph’s “Gruesome Play-

ground Injuries,” they will likely 

leave the off-beat play about 

friendship with an odd sense of 

familiarity and confused under-

standing.

At least, that’s what Matt 

Denny is expecting.

“It’s a story about a relation-

ship between two childhood 

friends who, over the course of 

30 years, keep reconnecting over 

Playing 

with 

pain
Intimacy through injury 

at center of Whitewater 

theatrical production

kicks
Pain management
Virtual play explores a 

friendship that revolves 

around serious external 

injuries and internal  

struggles. kicks, inside

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........36 +17 14,948
Deaths ........0 0 165
 Total Change
Hosp. .....8 (April 6) -1 (from March 30)
Wednesday’s positivity rate: 24%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Josh Stratton is supervising 

a crew that is giving a fresh 

look to the circa 1855 house 

that puts Janesville on so many 

maps.

“It’s more fun to work in. 

It’s a part of history,” Stratton 

said Wednesday as he gave 

The Gazette a tour of the work, 

which will give a fresh look to 

the mansion-museum called 

the Lincoln-Tallman Resto-

rations

Stratton, of the Janes-

ville-based American Paint 

& Paper, figures his crew has 

patched and taped miles of 

wall cracks.

The work includes repairs 

Tallman preservations
Interior restoration work will burnish Janesville jewel, attract tourists

By Josh Boak

Associated Press

President Joe Biden drew a red 

line on his $2.3 trillion infrastruc-

ture plan Wednesday, saying he is 

open to compromise on how to pay 

for the package but that inaction is 

unacceptable.

The president turned fiery in an 

afternoon speech, saying the United 

States is failing to build, invest and 

research for the future and adding 

that failure to do so amounts to giv-

ing up on “leading the world.”

“Compromise is inevitable,” Biden 

said. “We’ll be open to good ideas in 
good-faith negotiations. But here’s 
what we won’t be open to: We will 
not be open to doing nothing. Inac-
tion simply is not an option.”

Biden challenged the idea that low 
tax rates would do more for growth 
than investing in care workers, roads, 
bridges, clean water, broadband, 
school buildings, the power grid, elec-
tric vehicles and veterans hospitals.

The president has taken heat from 
Republican lawmakers and business 
groups for proposing that corpo-
rate tax increases should finance an 
infrastructure package that goes far 
beyond the traditional focus on roads 
and bridges.

“What the president proposed 

Biden open to compromise on infrastructure, not inaction
President says he is willing 

to negotiate on funding

Associated Press
President Joe Biden speaks during an event on the American Jobs 
Plan on Wednesday in the South Court Auditorium on the White 
House campus  in Washington.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Charles Stratton of American Paint & Paper gathers his painting equipment as he moves to another wall on the first floor 
inside Janesville’s Tallman House on Wednesday during an interior restoration of the first and second floors.

Josh Stratton of American Paint & Paper brushes dust away after sanding the mold-
ing of an elliptical opening inside the Tallman House that allows a view between the 
first and second floors. The work is being done to prepare the surface for new paint 
and is part of an interior restoration of the first and second floors.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

After spending last 
summer staring at com-
puter screens and talking 
to peers over video meet-
ings, Janesville and Milton 
students will get a more 
traditional summer school 
experience this year.

Both school districts 
will offer live, in-person 
educational programming 
beginning in June.

Swim lessons are 
returning in Janesville 
with smaller classes to 
allow for social distancing. 
Lessons will last 30 min-
utes instead of the usual 
45 minutes to accommo-
date more classes.

A summer musical and 
programming at the Janes-
ville Schools Outdoor Lab 
also will return, along with 
transition classes for kids 
entering a new school and 
traditional themed sum-
mer school.

Just 10 minutes after 
registration opened for the 
Janesville School District’s 
summer school Monday, 
nearly 1,000 students had 
signed up for classes.

Summer school coordi-
nator Paul Stengel said a 
return to fun classes will 
be a welcome change from 
the intensity of regular 
K-12 curriculum and vir-
tual learning for some stu-
dents.

“I think having the kids 
in the buildings and in a 
social setting” will be nice, 
Stengel said. “Summer 
school isn’t as academi-
cally intense as during the 
regular school year. And 
I’m hoping that it also is 
an opportunity for those 
families that have been at 
ARISE in our virtual pro-
gramming all year, that it 
kind of provides like a little 
transition if they’re going 
to be heading back into the 
classroom in the fall.

“Maybe it gives the fam-
ilies a chance to see kind of 
a comfort level, I guess, to 
see what was happening in 
the schools in the summer 
and getting the kids reac-
climated to being around 
classmates and giving 

Summer 
school 
draws 

interest
In-person learning 

opportunities  
create anticipation

Turn to SUMMER on Page 9A

Turn to TALLMAN on Page 9A

Turn to INFRASTRUCTURE on Page 7A

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

CLINTON
Former staff and stu-

dents and residents spoke 
out about alleged intimida-
tion tactics used by Super-
intendent Jim Brewer 
and other administrators 
at Wednesday’s Clinton 
school board meeting.

The attendance was so 
high that a large share of 
the audience had to sit in 
the commons area at Clin-
ton High School while the 
board met in the library. 
The meeting was broad-
cast on a large screen set 
up in the commons area 
so attendees could watch 
the meeting and adhere to 
social distancing require-
ments.

Many of those support-
ing teachers wore black 
T-shirts, which one woman 
said was to mourn the loss 
of students and staff. One 
woman said the group is 
demanding an impartial 
third-party investigation of 
the administration’s treat-
ment of staff. As people 
spoke out against admin-
istration during the pub-
lic comment portion of the 
meeting, those in the com-
mons erupted in applause 
for many of their state-
ments.

Julie Barker, a former 
administrative assistant in 
counseling and athletics, 

Clinton 
school 
leader 

under fire
Students, residents 
speak out against  

Brewer at meeting

Turn to CLINTON on Page 8A
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