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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Jennie Carla Eddingsaas
•Gladwyn “Jumbo” Helmeid
•Mary Howe
•Dawn Marie (Smith) Kohn
•Barbara A. Lawrence
•John W. Long

•Eleanor “Lora” Rek
•Elaine C. Scott
•Ronald D. Sommervold
•Richard Max Wienke
•Carla J. Witte

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 72 | Low 51  

Sunny
More on 7A

Kopper on leave
The former UW-Whitewater 

chancellor was scheduled 

to teach courses this fall, 

but she is on paid leave 

instead. Page 2A

Coming into focus
As Hurricane Dorian inches 

away, scope of damage 

in the Bahamas becomes 

more clear. Page 6B
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She and her husband get 3 years  
probation in child neglect cases

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Heather R. McCoy was displeased with what 

was happening in court Tuesday. Judge Karl 
Hanson could see it on her face.

When Hanson said things the Beloit woman 
didn’t like, she shook her head or extended the 
fingers of both hands in appar-
ent frustration and glanced to 
her left at her husband and 
co-defendant, Lakeidric J. 
McCoy.

Heather, 42, and Lakeidric, 
40, of 1629 Dewey Ave., Beloit, 
each pleaded guilty at an earlier 
hearing to one count of child 
neglect causing bodily harm, a 
felony, and five misdemeanor counts of child 
neglect.

As part of a plea agreement, the McCoys got a 
chance to have the felonies dismissed if they can 
successfully complete probation. If not, they 
would be found guilty and sentenced on the fel-
onies, which could include a prison sentence.

First of many

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Levi Rotzoll gets a hug Tuesday after finishing his first day of first grade at Washington Elementary School in Janesville. Below 
left: Kayvon Shaw-Davis, 10, right, and his sister Luna leave Washington Elementary after the first day of school Tuesday. Below 
right: Clara Hazeltine runs to her mother Jenna Hazeltine after her first day of kindergarten at Washington.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The state Department of Health Ser-

vices identified four deficiencies in ser-

vices by Rock County’s Crisis Interven-

tion Unit following an investigation 

into how the county handled a sui-

cidal teen.

The county has to provide a plan of 

correction to the state as a result of 

the July 31 investigation, according to 

records obtained by The Gazette. 

Family members of Cole Fuller, who 

died by suicide April 4, believe Rock 

County officials failed to help Cole 

during the 45 days he was under county 

supervision for a Chapter 51 mental 

health commitment.

Cole’s father, Jeff, filed a complaint 

with the state, hoping the county would 

be held accountable for failing his son.

The investigation found Rock 

County:

 � Failed to coordinate for or link 

Cole and his family with services while 

Cole was at risk of a crisis.

 � Did not complete an adequate cri-

sis plan for Cole in accordance with 

state statutes and county policies.

 � Did not give Cole’s family the 

option to use formal or informal pro-

cedures for resolving complaints and 

disagreements.

 � Failed to provide prompt and 

adequate treatment, supports and 

community services. 

Cole had been seeing mental health 

professionals in Walworth County 

before being transferred to Rock 

County early this year. Mental health 

services halted after Cole landed in 

Rock County.

State statutes require providers 

offer “linkage and coordination ser-

vices” to clients at risk of crisis.

Rock County officials, according to 

the report, took Cole’s health insurance 

information and told the family they 

would find a provider that accepted 

his insurance, but Cole never received 

treatment.

A crisis intervention worker  

involved with Cole’s case noted in his 

reports he had six months to find Cole 

a psychiatrist. The state investigator 

Committee says city council 
should allow movie theaters  
to apply for liquor licenses

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville’s Alcohol License Advisory Com-

mittee recommends the city council allow 

movie theaters to apply for liquor licenses.

The recommendation moves forward an 

effort by Sarah Lehr, general manager of Wild-

wood Theatres Movies 16, to sell alcoholic bev-

erages in the city’s sole movie theater.

The committee Tuesday did not discuss spe-

cifics of how alcohol would be served at Wild-

wood. Those details would be hashed out when 

the theater applies for a liquor license, which it 

can’t do under the current ordinance.

City council members Sue Conley and Doug 

Marklein co-sponsored an amended ordinance 

Stage set  
for theater 
that wants 

to sell liquor

Judge gives 
woman jail time 

for her demeanor  
in courtroom

H. McCoy

State finds county failures
Report: Rock County’s work with teen who died by suicide was inadequate

Cole Fuller had been seeing mental health 

professionals in Walworth County before 

being transferred to Rock County early 

this year. Mental health services halted 

after Cole landed in Rock County.
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