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Wind power project creates dispute
Jefferson County residents battling proposal. Page 2A

No more violations found in Milton inquiry
Second investigation yielded no additional issues. Page 3A

Wild and woolly
Visiting Edgerton pushed  

undefeated Turner to the brink 

Friday in Rock Valley  

Conference baseball, but the 

Trojans emerged with a 12-11 

win. Page 1B

Whitewater church re-enacts events of Good Friday

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Janesville Police Chief 

Dave Moore remembers 

the talk of school lockdown 

drills in response to the 

Columbine High School 

massacre in 1999.

“That was offensive to 

me that our nation had 

come to that point, that 

we needed to teach kids how to handle a 

shooting,” Moore recalled. “But today it’s 

so commonplace that no one thinks twice 

about it.”

Twenty years after two students killed 

12 fellow students and a teacher in the Lit-

tleton, Colorado, school, local schools and 

police are spending a lot of time and money 

in hopes of stopping a similar attack here 

in southern Wisconsin—or at least limit-

ing the deaths.

Jerry Schuetz was a school resource offi-

cer in Appleton at the time of the Colum-

bine attack. He later became police chief 

and then school district spokesman in Mil-

ton.

“‘I’m going to kill you after school’ 

usually meant a fight on 

the playground,” Schuetz 

recalled. “After Colum-

bine, it really caused us 

to reflect … on what law 

enforcement needed to do 

in response to active shoot-

ers.”

Moore’s approach is to 

assume it will happen here 

someday, even though the odds of it hap-

pening here are small.

“I think that gives some urgency to our 

training, and it keeps our efforts fresh,” 

Moore said.

Police are training to respond faster 

than officers at Columbine, and schools are 

teaching staff how to staunch the bleeding 

from gunshot wounds.

Janesville police have provided radios to 

the public and religious schools so school 

staff can call police directly, without going 

through 911, in case of a shooter. The idea 

is to shave seconds off the police response.

The radios are to be used only for an 

imminent threat, said Brian Donohoue, a 

former Janesville police sergeant who is 

now a part-time security consultant for 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

Investigators found no direct 

evidence former UW-Whitewater 

Chancellor Beverly Kopper knew 

about her husband’s “pervasive 

and well-known” sexual harass-

ment, but in a report released Fri-

day they also said it was “at best” 

a “blindspot” for her.

The investigators, while also 

saying there was no direct evi-

dence she obstructed the inves-

tigation or retaliated against 

women who made allegations 

against her husband, Alan “Pete” 

Hill, list reports from witnesses 

that investigators say raise ques-

tions about her handling of the 

situation and her overall leader-

ship ability, according to docu-

ments obtained by The Gazette 

through an open records request.

Kopper resigned as chancellor 

Dec. 31, months after UW System 

President Ray Cross banned Hill 

from campus for repeated claims 

of sexual harassment.

The most recent investigation 

opened after news of a 2018 inves-

tigation became public in the fall. 

The new report identified at least 

seven—and possibly up to 10—

women who claimed Hill sexu-

ally harassed them. Three of the 

women were identified in earlier 

investigations.

Kopper in a December letter 

to Cross said she knew the UW 

System Board of Regents “would 

like different leadership.” In a 

statement Friday, the system 

said Cross, “counseled Chancel-

lor Kopper to resign.”

Cheryl Green has been serv-

ing as interim chancellor, and the 

committee charged with finding 

Kopper’s replacement has a goal 

to make its decision by June 1.

Kopper said as recently as 

Jan. 26 she planned to return 

to the classroom in the fall, 
teaching in UW-W’s psychology 
department. The teaching sal-
ary listed for her in UW System 
documents—$118,308—would be 
about 50 percent more than the 
department’s chair.

Kopper has been on paid leave 
since her resignation on her chan-
cellor salary of $242,760.

Although investigators 
requested to talk to him, Hill 
was not interviewed as part of 
the newest investigation. He has 
previously denied the allegations 
against him.

‘When the Chancellor’s  
husband is involved’

While the investigators said 
there was no direct evidence 
Kopper retaliated against women 
who made accusations against 
her husband, they found “some 
after-the-fact anecdotal evi-
dence” suggesting otherwise.

A woman who was still 
employed at UW-W “could have 
suffered an employment conse-
quence (directed by Chancellor 
Kopper) which may have been 
motivated in part because of 
the employee’s interactions with 
Hill,” the investigators wrote.

Kopper directed Judi Trampf, 
formerly the head of human 
resources, to fire the woman, “an 
action that Trampf thought was 
unwarranted and excessive.”

The woman did not have dis-
cipline on her record and termi-
nation for the offense in question 
was not the typical response.

With the benefit of hindsight, 
Trampf believed Kopper’s actions 
“could have been motivated, in 
part,” by the woman’s interac-
tions with Hill, the report states.

The woman declined to tell 
investigators about Hill’s sexual 
harassment. She previously told 
another employee about it when 

Investigators: No direct evidence 
Whitewater chancellor knew  

about husband’s sexual harassment

‘Blindspot’
By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Even though marijuana remains illegal in Wis-

consin on April 20, the national holiday for mar-

ijuana consumers, Janesvillians can buy a deriv-

ative of cannabis called CBD at local businesses.

Businesses say CBD, or cannabidiol, is legal to 

sell and consume thanks to the 2018 Farm Bill and 

other legal changes over the years.

But laws on CBD remain hazy.

Marijuana remains illegal in 40 states, and the 

federal government classifies it as a Schedule I nar-

cotic alongside heroin and methamphetamine.

Ten states and Washington, D.C., have fully 

legalized marijuana for recreational use, and 33 

states have legalized some forms of medical mar-

ijuana.

CBD is a cannabis extract that does not get peo-

ple high. However, some CBD products can con-

tain trace amounts of THC, or tetrahydrocannab-

inol, the mind-altering compound responsible for 

that high feeling.

Consumers of CBD say the compound is a nat-

ural medicine that alleviates anxiety, chronic pain 

and inflammation. Multiple studies have shown 

Above: Jose Servin depicts Jesus while par-
ticipating in the Live Stations of the Cross on 
Friday in Whitewater. Members of St. Patrick 
Catholic Church walked in a procession from 
Whitewater Middle School to the church, 
where a service was held. To see additional 
photos of Friday’s event, go to gazettextra.
com/multimedia

Left: Zoe Meyo, 10, is dressed as an angel 
during the Live Stations of the Cross on Friday.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

Cannabis derivatives available  
in Janesville, but law remains hazy

20 years on, Columbine’s impact still echoes in local communities
RELATED

•Nation/World: What have we learned  from trag-
edy of the Columbine shooting?/Page 9B

Colorado attack changed 
thinking about school safety

Moore

Schuetz

 Æ Sales of products have surged in Janesville 
in recent years, one store manager says
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