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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Mary Ann Bickle
•Joan Inez Lord
•Martelle Kathryn Onsrud
•Michael E. Stefanik

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 62 | Low 36  
Times of clouds 

and sun
More on 7A

Evers wants  

Medicaid fight
The governor on Tuesday 

asked residents to call 

GOP lawmakers to express 

support for Medicaid 

expansion. Page 2A

Rockies rout 

Brewers again
Colorado led 7-0 after 

two innings on its way to 

an 11-6 win, its second 

victory over Milwaukee in 

as many days. Page 1B

Work in progress
New Walworth County 

health and human 

services building about 

50% complete, county 

official says. Page 3A

By Patrick Marley,  

Rick Romell and Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Gov. Tony Evers met with 

Foxconn CEO Terry Gou for the 

first time Thursday and hours 

later backpedaled on his claim 

the company likely wouldn’t 

meet its promise to create 

13,000 jobs in Wisconsin.

“The fact that I said that they 

may not have 13,000 ( jobs), it 

could be less, it could be more; 

to me it doesn’t matter,” Evers 

told the editorial boards of 

the Kenosha News and Racine 

Journal Times. “I’m not doubt-

ing their word, I’m just saying 

that we want as much clarity as 

we can going forward, and we 

talked about what they’re doing 

right now as far as building.”

But his statement comes two 

weeks after Evers told report-

ers the idea that Foxconn would 

create 13,000 jobs was “difficult 

to imagine” and an “unrealistic 

expectation.”

Evers also told the newspa-

pers Thursday he was “never 

not supportive” of the Foxconn 

arrangement despite repeat-

edly calling it “lousy” during 

his run for governor.

In November 2017, Evers 

said he “could smell something 

Evers, Foxconn CEO meet

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A charity motorcycle ride that has 

rumbled through Rock County for 

almost a quarter-century, and raised 

more than $2 million to fight mus-

cular dystrophy, has been canceled 

this year.

Boardtracker Harley Owners 

Group, a motorcycle club most closely 

associated with the Muscular Dystro-

phy Association Tub Run, confirmed 

this week that the Tub Run won’t go 

on.

The Tub Run’s 25th anniversary 

ride had been slated June 1. Organiz-

ers are redirecting riders with paid 

pledges to another MDA ride later this 

summer in Madison.

The announcement comes in the 

wake of Boardtracker Harley-Da-

vidson effectively shutting its doors 

in Janesville amid a legal fight with 

Harley-Davidson over allegations the 

dealership has not repaid loans to the 

company.

The Janesville dealership’s owners 

are trying to sell it and another dealer-

ship in New Berlin, according to court 

documents.

Boardtracker closed abruptly April 

15. A dealership owner this week filed 

a document in federal court that laid 

out plans for the business’s future, but 

the filing is heavily redacted under a 

protective order, and no details are 

visible to the public.

Boardtracker has not publicly 

stated when or whether the dealer-

ship might reopen. Callers to the deal-

ership get a busy signal, according to 

recently filed court papers.

Boardtracker had hosted the Tub 

Run at its north-side facility, which 

served as the starting point of a ride 

that sometimes drew at least 1,000 

participants. Under a former owner, 

the dealership served as the base of 

operations for more than 20 years.

A regional event coordinator for 

Janesville 
Tub Run 

canceled

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

After years of research, Rock 

County this week launched 

an interactive online nitrate 

risk-tracking tool that estimates 

nitrate contamination hazards in 

groundwater by address.

The map rates nitrate risks 

from “low or none” to “very high” 

for each square mile of the county. 

It considers local land cover, soil 

type, septic system density and 

irrigation to determine possible 

nitrate dangers.

Users of the map are able to 

input their home addresses and 

identify what the nitrate risks are 

in the area.

Nick Zupan, an epidemiologist 

at the Rock County Public Health 

Department, debuted the map at 

the Rock County Board of Health 

meeting Wednesday night. He 

said the tool has been an ongo-

ing project for three years and is 

designed to strengthen commu-

nication with residents who own 

private wells.

Nitrates are found in fertiliz-

ers and food and waste materi-

als. They can leach into ground-

water if they are not carried away 

in runoff or absorbed by plants.

Officials say the county’s 

nitrate levels are among the high-

est in the state. The county esti-

mates at least 30% of private wells 

have high nitrates levels, or more 

than 10 parts per million.

Drinking water with high 

nitrate levels carries heightened 

risks of blue baby syndrome, and 

Something in the water? New tool helps county residents assess nitrate risk

HOW TO TEST WELL WATER
The Rock County Public 

Health Department tests well 
water for nitrates for $25.

For more information, visit 
the Public Health Department 
at 3328 Highway 51, Janesville, 
or call 608-757-5440. 

To see the online map, go to 
gazettextra.com/nitrate_map

25th anniversary ride  
called off as Boardtracker 

faces legal trouble

Right: Patty 
Benjestorf, left, 
prays with her 
twin daugh-
ters, Phoebe, 
center, and 
Rebekah, during 
the National 
Day of Prayer 
service Thurs-
day at Lower 
Courthouse 
Park in Janes-
ville. Below left: 
Barb Clark raises 
her hands while 
singing with her 
husband, Mark 
Clark, during the 
National Day of 
Prayer service. 
Below right: 
Other service 
attendees sing 
along.

Photos by  
Angela Major 

amajor@gazette 
xtra.com

Together 
they pray

Governor says he is seeking ‘clarity’  
from electronics firm building in state
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