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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
45°/27°

Snow and rain this 
morning, 1-3 inches

FRIDAY
42°/29°

Mostly sunny
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Food & Drink • 8C

Livick: Chutney’s 

stands out in city 

of great Indian 

eateries
quick kicks

FESTIVALS

Go green for good

O’Riley & Conway’s Irish Pub, 

213 E. Milwaukee St., Janesville, 

will host an Irish 

celebration in 

conjunction 

with Riley’s 

Sports Bar and 

Grill, 209 W. 

Milwaukee St., 

Janesville, to benefit 

ECHO on Saturday, 

March 17.

Rileyville’s Irish Hooley will 

take place at O’ Riley and Con-

way’s and will feature Irish food, 

drinks and camaraderie along with 

music from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. by 

bands such as the Brothers Quinn, 

WheelHouse and The Jimmys.

For more information or to 

donate, visit ECHOJanesville.org.

MUSIC

“Legen ... dary”

The UW-Rock County Concert 

Band presents “Legends” 

at 7:30 p.m. Wednes-

day, March 7, in the 

Kirk Denmark Theatre 

on campus,2909 

Kellogg Ave., Janesville.

The band will perform works 

by Eric Whitacre, Aaron Copland, 

Karl L. King, Robert Sheldon and 

others. Admission is free, but a $2 

contribution is suggested.

For more information, call Jeff 

Suarez at 608-758-6565, ext. 737, 

or email jeff.suarez@uwc.edu.

THEATER

No worries

SpotLight on Kids will perform 

Disney’s “The Lion King Jr.” at 

7 p.m. Tuesday, March 6, at the 

Milton High School Theater, 114 W. 

High St., Milton.

The musical features young 

actors from throughout the area 

and performanc-

es of such songs 

as “I Just Can’t 

Wait to be King,” 

“Hakuna Matata” 

and “Can You 

Feel the Love 

Tonight.”
Tickets are 

$5 each or pay what you can 

at the door. Tickets also can be 

purchased from cast and crew 

members.

For more information, call 

608-751-1732.

If the shoe fits

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 

Tony Award-winning musical 

“Cinderella” will play 

Young Auditorium on 

the UW-White-

water 

campus, 

930 W. Main 

St., for a single 

performance at 7 p.m. Monday, 

March 4.
Tickets range from $30.50-

$53.50, and a dinner option is 

available. For more information 

or to purchase tickets, visit the 

Greenhill Center of the Arts box 

office, visit YoungAuditorium.com 

or call 262-472-2222.

FUNDRAISER

Show your support

Sweat4OurVets, a benefit to 

help the area’s homeless veterans, 

is set from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-

day, March 1, at Premier Tennis & 

Fitness, 3410 Bell St., Janesville.

The event includes a variety of 

fitness activities such as cycling, 

WERQout, a tennis social and a 

boot camp experience with special 

military guests. There also will be 

a color guard presentation and 

basket raffles. 

Cost is $10. For more informa-

tion, call 608-208-1760.

Editor’s Note: Kicks presents 20Q, a 

feature that introduces readers to people 

involved in the area’s arts and entertainment 

community. Compiled by kicks Editor Greg 

Little, each piece will include a short bio, photo 

and answers to questions that provide insight 

into not only that person’s artistic interests 

but also his or her unique personality.

Mo Sikich

Family is important to Mo Sikich, and he 

considers it the driving force behind his desire 

to grow his local bar business.

The Janesville native 

credits his business aspira-

tions to his grandfathers, 

each of whom ran his own 

successful operation, and 

from working at Owen Vend-

ing, a company his family 

owned until his mid 20s.

Sikich attended Marian 

University in Fond du Lac, where he played 

soccer and earned business management 

degree. He then went to work for a brokerage 

company  but realized he 

wasn’t happy working for 

someone else.

Sikich bought what is 

now Mo’s TAASBAG, 2339 

Milton Ave., Janesville. 

Along with running the 

bar, he maintained his job 

at the brokerage firm—

leaving after he bought 

the former Hhffrrrggh 

Inn. He recently reintro-

duced that establishment 

as Sidelines Sports Pub 

& Grill, 731 S. 

Wuthering 

Hills Drive, 

Janesville.

Sikich 

lives in 

Janesville 

with his wife, 

Nicole, their 10-year-old daughter, 

Brynn, and 8-year-old son, Michael. 

To learn more, search for “Mo’s TAASBAG” 

on Facebook or visit SidelinesPubAndGrill.

com.

Anthony 

Wahl/awahl@

gazettextra .com

And the winner is

Film critic shares 

his predictions 

for 2018 winners

By Richard Roeper

Universal Press Syndicate

You can’t legally wager on the 

Academy Awards in these United 

States, but whether it’s Ameri-

can bookmakers handicapping 

the races just for fun or the over-

seas oddsmakers setting the line 

for actual wagering purposes, the 

overwhelming consensus is all four 

acting categories are locked up.

Best actress? Frances McDormand 

is about a 1-8 favorite to win her second 

Oscar for “Three Billboards 

Outside Ebbing, Missouri,” 

nearly two decades after her 

victory for “Fargo.” (That 1-8 

figure means you’d have to bet 

$8 on McDormand just to win 

a buck.)

But wait! Let’s not forget 

how Oscar loves to crown 

20-something actresses in this 

category, e.g., Audrey Hepburn 

(“Roman Holiday”), Grace Kelly 

(“The Country Girl”), Gwyneth Paltrow 

(“Shakespeare in Love”), Brie Larson 

(“Room”). Could 23-year-old Saoirse Ronan 

of “Lady Bird” steal the moment?

In the best actor category, Gary Oldman is 

an even bigger favorite for his powerful work 

as Winston Churchill in “Darkest Hour,” with 

some bookmakers listing him as a 1-20 favor-

ite.
Ah, but what if there’s a groundswell of 

support for Daniel Kaluuya and “Get Out”? 

After all, the Academy membership is young-

er and more diverse than in previous years. 

You don’t need a majority of votes to win the 

Oscar; you just need to get one more vote 

than any of the other four candidates.

Sam Rockwell (“Three Billboards”) has 

won the vast majority of the supporting actor 

accolades leading up to the Oscars, but you can’t 

count out the popular veteran actor Willem 

Dafoe—or how about Christopher Plummer, the 

88-year-old lion who so admirably and 

wonderfully stepped into the 

role of J. Paul Getty in “All 

the Money in the World”?

And while Allison 

Janney is the favorite to 

win supporting actress 

for “I, Tonya,” it’s not 

inconceivable the 

By Rafer Guzmán

Newsday

On this year’s list of Academy Award nomi-

nees, you can find plenty of the usual suspects: 

The British period-piece, the small-town drama, 

a topical movie starring Meryl Streep. 

Sharing space, however, are movies that don’t 

usually make it this far: a horror movie by an Afri-

can-American filmmaker, an indie comedy from a 

female writer-director, a work of steamy gay erotica.

In other words: Toto, the Oscars aren’t in Kansas 

anymore.

Two years after widespread criticism led the Acade-

my of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences to diversify its 

membership, this year’s Oscar nominees include a far 

wider range of both films and 

filmmakers. There are four black 

acting nominees, including A-list 

star Denzel Washington for the 

crime-drama “Roman J. Israel, Esq.” 

and newcomer Daniel Kaluuya for 

“Get Out.” Greta Gerwig becomes a 

rare female directing nominee, for 

“Lady Bird,” while Rachel Morrison 

is the Oscars’ first-ever female cin-

ematography nominee, for “Mud-

bound.”

The director of the Long Is-

land-based documentary “Strong Is-

land,” Yance Ford, is the first openly 

transgender person nominated for any 

Oscar. The likely best picture winner, 

“The Shape of Water,” was directed by 

a Mexican, Guillermo del Toro. It’s hard not to conclude 

that the Oscars are experiencing a major demographic and 

cultural shift.

“It’s a great year in terms of more race representation, 

and it’s a good year for women,” says Tom O’Neil, editor of the 

awards-tracking website GoldDerby. “But that said, on Oscar 

night, who knows what’s going to get picked as the winner?”

The 90th annual Academy Awards reflect a roller-coaster 

2017 at the movies. 

The year began promisingly with the February release “Get 

Out,” a racially charged horror-satire from writer-director Jor-

dan Peele that went on to become a box-office smash. Then 

came a summer of spectacular duds—notably “The Mum-

my” and the fifth “Pirates of the Caribbean” 

film—that depressed the year’s box-office 

and caused some hand-wringing over 

Hollywood’s reliance on expensive block-

busters. 

Christopher Nolan’s World War II 

drama, “Dunkirk,” emerged as an 

early Oscar front-runner, followed 

later by Luca Guadagnino’s gay 

IF YOU WATCH

What: 90th Academy 

Awards

When: 7 p.m. CST,  

Sunday, March 4.

Where: Dolby Theatre, 

Hollywood, California.

Host: Jimmy Kimmel

Tune in: Televised on ABC 

and live streamed at ABC.

com
For more information: 

Visit Oscar.Go.Com.

2018 Oscars reflect  

a major demographic 

and cultural shift
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Who are the favorites 
to win big at Sunday’s 
Academy Awards? 
kicks

Associated Press
Milwaukee Bucks guard Khris Middleton reacts 
to a referee’s whistle during Wednesday’s game 
in Detroit against the Pistons. Middleton scored 
17 points in Milwaukee’s 110-87 defeat. It was the 
Bucks’ fourth loss in five games and third in a row. 
Story on Page 1B.

Detroit drubs Milwaukee

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Joseph Jakubowski is headed to prison with-

out revealing the location of 15 guns he stole 
from a town of Janesville gun shop last April, 
including an automatic, M16-style rifle.

The Rock County judge who sentenced him 
to five years in prison Wednesday is worried 
someone will use those guns to kill someone.

“In a country where bad things have hap-
pened, things that shouldn’t be happening, ... I 
am concerned about where those weapons are,” 
Judge James Daley said.

“They may be used against innocent people. 
And I know some people with your personal 
outlook on government don’t believe anyone is 
innocent,” Daley said, apparently referring to 
Jakubowski’s anti-government views.

“And when those weapons inevitably turn 
up, involved in a crime, and those lives are tak-
en, we’ll be looking at you, Mr. Jakubowski,” 
Daley said.

Assistant District Attorney Rich Sullivan 
recommended a 10-year prison sentence for 
the crimes of burglary while arming oneself, 
theft and possession of burglary tools.

Sullivan noted Jakubowski’s previous con-
victions, which included an attempt to disarm 
a Janesville police officer in 2008.

Sullivan said Jakubowski planned the  

By Jake Magee

jmagee@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

For weeks, Monterey Dam As-

sociation members have attend-

ed city council meetings to voice 

concerns the city isn’t being forth-

coming about the Monterey Dam 

removal process.

Janesville City Council can-

didate Jeff Navarro is one of the 

group’s most vocal members. As 

he did Monday, he often claims at 

council meetings the city is not yet 

in a position to remove the Mon-

terey Dam.

At the request of council Presi-

dent Doug Marklein, City Manager 

Mark Freitag tried to set the record 

straight Monday.

Navarro began his public com-

ments Monday by saying he heard 

Freitag on the radio tell listeners 

the city has the permits necessary 

to remove the Monterey Dam.

“I’m concerned because that is 

flat-out not true,” Navarro told the 

council.

In October, the state Depart-

ment of Natural Resources issued 

the city a permit and approved a 

plan to remove the Monterey Dam. 

The permit relates to chapter 31 

Freitag, dam association at odds over permitting

By Jake Magee

jmagee@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

A Janesville City Council candidate has filed a 

complaint with the district attorney’s office claim-

ing the council violated the state’s open-meetings 

law Monday night.

Jeff Navarro, who’s seeking a council seat in the 

spring election April 3, attended Monday’s meeting 

and spoke during a public comment period. As a 

Monterey Dam Association member, he said the city 

doesn’t have the permits necessary to remove the 

dam.

At the end of the public comment 

period, City Manager Mark Freitag 

spoke about the dam removal pro-

cess at the request of council Pres-

ident Doug Marklein. He disputed 

Navarro’s comments.

Navarro said Freitag’s dam 

discussion violated the state’s 

open-meetings law, and he filed a 

complaint Tuesday.

During every council meeting, 

Freitag gives a “city manager up-

date” after the public comment period in which he 

Navarro files open-meetings complaint against city

Navarro

Council candidate says dam remarks 
should have been on council agenda

Resident claims city  
is missing documents  
it needs to start work
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Judge lengthens 
Jakubowski’s term

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Joseph Jakubowski, right, sits next to his attorney, Michael Murphy during his sentencing Wednesday at the Rock 
County Courthouse in Janesville. Judge James Daley sentenced Jakubowski to five additional years in prison on state 
charges connected to his theft of guns from a local gun shop. To see video of Jakubowski addressing the court, 
go to gazettextra.com/multimedia.

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
Federal officials developed 

strong evidence last year that 
Russian-backed hackers com-
promised websites or voter reg-
istration systems in Wisconsin 
and six other states, according 
to an NBC News report.

Wisconsin and federal offi-
cials denied central aspects of 
Tuesday’s report, saying there 
were no signs that hackers were 
successful in their attempts to 
penetrate Wisconsin systems.

The NBC report, based on 
anonymous sources, suggested 
hacking efforts in the run-up to 
the 2016 presidential election 
went further than previously 
disclosed, raising questions 
about what might be tried in 
this year’s elections.

NBC’s report stated that 
Russian-tied hackers com-
promised systems in Alaska, 
Arizona, California, Florida, 
Illinois, Texas and Wisconsin.

It did not specify what sys-
tems were affected in Wiscon-
sin or provide details about 
what might have been com-
promised.

Wisconsin officials last year 
said Russian agents target-
ed—but did not access—sys-
tems here in July and August 
2016. Their efforts were aimed 
at a Wisconsin Department 
of Workforce Development 
system as they looked for vul-
nerabilities in the state gov-
ernment’s IT infrastructure, 
according to these officials.

Wisconsin officials were 
aware of the hacking attempts 
at the time but not that Rus-
sian government actors were 
involved. They didn’t learn of 
the Russian involvement until 
a year later, when informed by 
the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security, according to the 
Wisconsin Elections Commis-
sion.

Last fall, the Homeland 
Security Department provid-

Report 
revives 
hacking  

fears

Above: Joseph Jakubowski is escorted Wednesday into a court-
room at the Rock County Courthouse in Janesville. Below: Judge 
James Daley listens to statements during Joseph Jakubows-
ki’s sentencing Wednesday at the Rock County Courthouse in 
Janesville.

Location of stolen guns  
remains a mystery
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Wisconsin named  
as 1 of 7 states 

breached by Russia
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Fifth robber gets 10 years
Nathan Natal, 21, of Beloit 

was sentenced Wednesday 
in Rock County Court to 10 
years in prison and another 12 
years of extended supervision 
on a charge of being a party 
to armed robbery. He was 
charged with breaking into a 
home on Janesville’s east side 
and holding the family inside 
at gunpoint while demanding 

money. He was the fifth person to be sentenced 
in the case. A sixth defendant’s case is still pend-
ing.

STATE • 2A

Road funds go toward Foxconn
Wisconsin is shifting up to $90 million away 

from other state highway projects to do road 
work related to the massive Foxconn factory 
being built in Racine County. Gov. Scott Walker’s 
administration has said that no other road work 
has been delayed because the state has tapped 
savings from other projects that have come in 
under budget. Even after accounting for the 
savings, the Legislature’s nonpartisan budget 
office found the state still has $70 million to 
$90 million less for other road projects.

NATION/WORLD • 6B-7B

Aide close to Trump to resign
White House communications director Hope 

Hicks, one of President Donald Trump’s most 
trusted and longest-serving aides, abruptly an-
nounced her resignation Wednesday, leaving a 
void around a president who values loyalty and 
affirmation. Hicks’ departure came as a surprise 
to most in the White House and cast a pall over 
the West Wing at a trying time for the president.

Natal
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