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SAN FRANCISCO

Too often in America we are reactive 
rather than proactive in addressing the 
nation’s problems. With each bit of break-
ing news it seems that calm, considered 
debate is replaced by a flood of tweets and 
a wave of emotions.

So it is with the case of Jose Ines Garcia 
Zarate, the undocumented immigrant 
acquitted here of murder and involuntary 
manslaughter in the 2015 
shooting death of Kate 
Steinle.

In fact, the circum-
stances of Steinle’s death 
are far too nuanced to 
meaningfully affect the 
raging debate on immi-
gration policies—from 
building a wall on the 
Mexican border, to allow-
ing certain municipalities 
to operate as so-called 
sanctuary cities.

Moreover, the furor regarding this case 
could affect critical matters far removed 
from Steinle’s killing, most notably the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program known as DACA. Congress faces 
a deadline to rescue the program that pro-
tects children from being deported. There 
is reason to fear that the verdict in Garcia 
Zarate’s case might quash a DACA deal.

Sadly, Steinle’s death doesn’t even 
carry much weight in the debate over gun 
control. The weapon had been stolen from 
a car belonging to a federal Bureau of 
Land Management ranger—a crime that 
was never solved. Garcia Zarate claims 
he found the gun along the San Francisco 

waterfront, picked it up, and it discharged 
once, the bullet ricocheting off concrete 
and then striking Steinle as she walked 
nearby.

There is no disputing that Garcia Zarate 
was in the U.S. illegally and that his record 
included a string of nonviolent offenses. 
At the time of the shooting he had been 
released from a San Francisco jail despite 
a federal request that he be held for his 
sixth deportation.

Prosecutors made a serious tactical 
error in seeking a murder conviction in 
Garcia Zarate’s case, despite the fact there 
were no witnesses, no hint of a motive, 
and circumstantial evidence that pointed 
to an accidental shooting more so than a 
premeditated murder. The jury returned a 
guilty verdict on the lesser charge of gun 
possession.

President Trump predictably responded 
via Twitter that the verdict was a “travesty 
of justice.” He renewed his call for a border 
wall—relying on emotions more than 
facts to make his case. White supremacist 
groups have begun promoting #kateswall 
in support of Trump’s pet project.

The facts show that federal officials 
failed to obtain the required warrant that 
would have kept Garcia Zarate in a San 
Francisco cell prior to the shooting. Also 
at fault: the ranger who left his firearm 
in an unlocked car, and prosecutors who 
overreached in court.

A flawed process? Yes. A tragic death? 
Indeed. A meaningful reference point 
in the nation’s overarching immigration 
policy? No.

Peter Funt can be reached via his web-
site, CandidCamera.com.

There are those times of desire, need, 
intense need. We stare wantingly at the 
smartphone on a desk or end table wait-
ing—nay begging—to be picked up.

Our minds race. We wipe that drop of 
sweat from our brow. Our hearts beat a 
little faster. We shake with anticipation as 
we try to resist but can’t. Our hands reach 
with a speed and precision that affords the 
perfect grip as we grab our phones and …

Ahhhhhh.
Sweet relief.
Call it smartphone addiction.
Yes, it’s real. Psychologists have even 

come up with a name for it: nomophobia. 
It is the fear of being without one’s phone.

In 2013, Psychology Today said it affect-
ed 40 percent of the population. A year 
later, that figure grew to 66 percent and 
included a deeper dive:

Sixty-five percent, or about 2 in 3 
people, sleep with or next to their smart-
phones (among college students, it’s even 
higher).

Thirty-four percent admitted to answer-
ing their cellphone during intimacy with 
their partner. What happened to being 
present?

One in 5 people would rather go with-
out shoes for a week than take a break 
from their phone. It’s a good way to lose 
your sole and your soul.

More than half never switch off their 
phone. That’s an addiction.

The first point’s probably not indicative 
of much. Many people use their phones as 
alarms clocks. It’s unlikely they’re kiss-
ing the phones and saying, “Good night, 
snookums,” while propping the device up 
with its own pillow (and if they are, then 
perhaps reaching out to a professional is 

indeed necessary).
The others points are 

problematic, but there 
could be an app for 
that (of course). Austri-
an designer Klemens 
Schillinger has created 
something called Sub-
stitute Phone designed 
to wean people from 
their smartphone addic-

tions.
According to The Verge, the facsimile 

phones are “made of black polyoxymethy-
lene plastic with stone beads embedded in 
the surface, which allows a user to rep-
licate familiar actions, such as scrolling, 
pinching or swiping.”

Mmmm.
The devices are not yet for sale. But 

their creation does raise the question of 
whether a such a device could peel people 
away from their smartphones in a way 
similar to how e-cigarettes and vaping de-
vices have allowed people to quit smoking.

Our jury’s out. Is it the sensory satis-
faction of holding the phone that’s at the 
root of the addiction? Or is it the yearning 
to see if one has a notification some sort? 
As technology advances, it seems people 
are less wedded to particular devices than 
craving to know if personalized informa-
tion awaits them.

Wristwatch devices for both Apple and 
Android users exist. The intersection of 
smart devices with laptops allows for 
people to get those notifications without 
having to pick up their phones. We sus-
pect the sweet relief comes from knowing 
somebody responded to a text, Twitter 
direct message or Facebook message, more 
so than from caressing a particular device.

But maybe Schillinger knows something 
we don’t. Once his faux devices go on sale, 
the market will provide the answer.

—The Dallas Morning News
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The GazetteOPINION

For most of my adult life, I have be-
come accustomed to a hearing a common 
mantra during December: “Keep Christ in 
Christmas.” I’ve also been very aware of 
the emotionally charged debate of “Merry 
Christmas” versus “Happy holidays.” My 
question: Why all this angst in the “season 
of joy”?

Frankly, I use “Happy holidays” and 
“Merry Christmas” interchangeably. I 
struggle to find how that makes me a bad 
Christian, but some people suggest it does. 
There are hundreds of subjective discus-
sion points in this debate if all we want to 
do is argue—ironic, given that most people 
claim this is a season of “peace and good 
will toward men.”

If you are the first to greet me, with 
“Happy holidays,” I will likely respond in 
kind. The same for “Merry Christmas.” 
Even if your greeting were “Happy Hanuk-
kah” or “Happy Kwanzaa,” I would prob-
ably respond in kind in deference to your 

state of being. Think of it 
this way: When you wish 
me “Have a good day,” I 
will generally respond 
with, “You too.” I would 
never think of responding 
by wishing you a terrible 
day. So why would I do so 
with any other greeting?

I am privileged to 
have been born in a great 
country with freedoms not 
granted to much of the 
rest of the world. I am free 
to exercise my religion, 
as is anyone else. This 
season is an opportunity 
for Christians to strike up 
friendly discussions about 
all the love and forgive-
ness that Jesus offers. 
However, it is extremely 
hard to do that if you 
snarl, “Merry Christmas,” 
back at someone who has 
just greeted you with a 
different phrase.

When Jesus walked the 
earth, as the only perfect 
human being in the eyes 
of God, he said, “Follow 
me.” He instructed us to 
love our neighbors, to give 
to those less fortunate and 
to share with everyone, 
the way to Heaven in a 
fallen world. It was actual-
ly simple. We have made it 

far too complicated.
The second we fall into the trap of 

requiring other people to do what we want 
in order to receive something as simple 
as a kind greeting back from us, we’ve 
failed to communicate the truth about 
Christmas. The spirit of Christ and the way 
to “Keep Christ in Christmas” to me is to 
focus, more than ever, on doing for others, 
sharing our gifts and setting our own 
desires aside, in the name of Jesus who did 
it first for all of us.

If you think about it, maybe that is the 
way we are wired. Could that be the reason 
why people often experience a sense of 
happiness and joy when they donate to 
charities this time of year? Now, consider 
that perhaps your gift does not have to be 
a big check, a bag of food or a new toy to 
have an impact. A friendly greeting that 
acknowledges that every person has the 
potential to be redeemed by the gift of 
Jesus is the simplest way to begin.

So when presented with a friendly 
greeting of any sort this holiday season, I 
attempt to remember that we are all God’s 
children. For me, that means no matter 
where you live, who you are, what your 
politics are or what you currently think 
about religion, I have one responsibility—
to treat you as Jesus would and offer you 
the same message of salvation.

The debate will no doubt rage on until 
the end of time. But as one person, trying 
to live my faith the best way I can, allow 
me to thank you for your kind greeting, 
whatever it might be, and to offer you my 
“Merry Christmas” in return.

Tim Bremel is the host of “Your Talk 
Show” weekdays from 9 to 11:30 a.m. on 
WCLO Radio (1230AM, 92.7FM).
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Kate Steinle case solves nothing

Event to focus on Hillmoor 
property and its future

As you have likely heard and read, the 
comprehensive map remains what the 
Lake Geneva residents need for this com-
munity: recreation facilities. The group 
Friends of Hillmoor is sponsoring a Com-
munity Vision session at the Lake Geneva 
Museum from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday.

Join your neighbors and friends there 
to reminisce about Hillmoor. Bring your 
memories and photographs. Weigh in with 
your ideas for the future of the property. 
You helped keep the map a reflection of 
the needs of this community. Now let’s 
gather to save it all! 

Visit our website, FriendsofHillmoor 
.org, or the Facebook page Friends of 
Hillmoor. Send mail to P.O. Box 1034, Lake 
Geneva, WI 53147.

MARY FESENMAIER 
Lake Geneva

Defunding social programs 
a result of endless war

“Let there be peace on earth” was a 
treasured and frequently mentioned hope 
when I was growing up. The deprivation, 
death and destruction of a genuine war 
to save freedom took a heavy toll on the 
world, and people wanted no more of it.

In the age of unregulated, unprincipled 
capitalism, more than half our nation’s 
budget is dedicated to war and sale of war 
instruments to all sides. Peace is rarely 

mentioned as people seem to forget Korea, 
Vietnam, Grenada, Somalia and Yemen 
never invaded the U.S. the way Japan did. 
Some vague terrorist element that attacks 
everywhere anytime and morphs constant-
ly into some new foe has to be fought in 
a different way. How will we ever know 
when the war is over?

The result of unending war is deficit 
spending and eventual defunding of all 
helpful social programs. People will be 
devastated. People will die for no good 
reason. 

They can be sacrificed because they are 
not big campaign donors. How they end 
up is not the concern of Rep. Paul Ryan or 
Sen. Ron Johnson, nor will it ever be until 
a universal basic income and affordable 
health care are guaranteed to all citizens. 
Then watch the sparks fly.

JEANNE HUEBNER
Delavan

Clinton Foods is everything 
a grocery store should be
Sorry, but I don’t think the Nov. 27 

editing-error correction (Page 4A) stating 
Clinton Foods provided “some items” is 
giving Clinton Foods its just dues.

The store has fresh fruits and veggies, a 
great supply of meat, a deli with fresh hot 
foods, a bakery and a liquor department. 
They run specials weekly. If you need a 
special item, they will try to order it for 
you. What more could you ask for?

MYRNA CARTER
Darien


